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3 guiſh : and becauſe notwithſtanding it is the 
| journey that moſt of. the poor ſouls in the. world 
are taking, and that with delight and gladneſs, 


FE I have therefore thought it my duly, (being made 
3 ſenſible of the danger that will befal thoſe that 
fall therein) for the preventing of thee, O thou 
poor man or woman, to tell thee by opening this 
Parable, what ſad ſycceſs thoſe ſouls have had, 


3 0 found perſevering therein. 


} 3 warn his neighbour of the danger, when he 
© knoweth thereof, and doth alſo ſee that the way 


his ceighbour is walking in, doth lead right 


theretu; eſpecially, when we think that our 
8 may be either ignorant, or careleſs of 
bis way. Why, friend, it may be, nay it is 
twenty to one, but thou haſt been, ever fince 
ou pas came into the world, with thy back 


Ec Aust it is a dangerous thing to be walk - 
ing towards the place of darkneſs and an- 


zds if there were the only happineſs to be found; 


and are like to bave, that have been, or ſhall f 


oak com ins fiend thac wit fore- 
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The Author to the Reader, wm © 
towards heaven, and thy face towards hell; and 
thou, either through ignorance, 'or careleſſaeſs, 
" which is as bad, if not worſe, haſt been run- 
ning ful] haltily that way ſince. Why, I be- 
ſeech thee put a little ſtop to thy earneſt race, 
and take 2 view of what entertainment thou art 
like to have, if thou do indeed and in truth 


perſiſt in thy courſe. Thy way leads down to | 


death, and thy ſteps take hold on hell, Prov. 
® v 5. It may be, the path indeed is pleaſant to 
the fleſh, but the end thereof will be bitter to 
| thy ſoul. Hark, doſt thou not hear the bitter 
eries of them that are but newly gone before? 
ſaying, Let him dip the tip of his finger in wa- 
ter, and cool my tongue, that is ſo tormented 
in this fame, Luke xvi, 24. Doft thou not hear 
them ſay, Send one from the dead to prevent 


7 father, my brother, and my father's houſe Þ} 


from coming into this place of torment.? Shall 
not then theſe mournſul groans pierce thy flinty 
heart? Wilt thou ſtop thice ears, and ſhut 
thine eyes ? and wilt thou not regard ? Take 


warning, and ſtop thy journey befcre it be too 2 


late. Wilt thou not be like the filly flie, that 
is not quiet, unleſs the be either intangled in the 3 


ſpider's web, or burned in the candle? Wilt 2 


thou de like the bird that haſteth to the ſnare 65 
the fowler? Wilt theu be like that fimple one 
mentioned in the 7th of the Proverbs, that will 
be drawn to the ſlaughter by the cords of a filly, . 
loft? O ſinner, ſinner, there are better things 
thin hell to be had, and at a cheaper rate' by 

ts thouſand part chan, that! O (there is no 
2 compariſon). y 


3 ble company of ſaints and angels; hear the meſ- . 


"0; The Jui har to the Reader. | 
compari'on) there is heaven, there is God, there 
is Chriſt, there is communion with an inumera- 


fag: theb that Ged doth fend that Chriſt doth 
fend, that ſaints do bring; nay, that the dead 
do ſend unto thee; I pray thee therefore. that 
Thou wouldſt ſend him to my father's houſe ; if 
one went from the dead to them, they would 
repent, How long ye ſimple ones will ye love 
fimplicity ? and ye ferner delight in ſcorning? 
and ye fools hate knowledge ? Turn ye at my © 
reprooſ, and behold, faith God, Iwill pour out © 
my Spirit upon you I will make known my words | 
unte you I ſay, hear this voice, O filly one, and 1 
turn, and live, thru fir ſul ſrul, left he make thee \ 
to hear that other ſayi ing, But becauſe I have call- 
ed, and he have refuſed, I have ſinetched out my 
Land, and no mon regarded; Ialſo will laugh at 
© 5 y, and mock when your fear cometh. 
O poor ſoul, if God and Chriſt did call thee 
for thine harm, it would be another matter; 
| then if thou didſt refuſe, thou mighteſt have 
ſome excuſe to make, or faults to find, and 
ground to make de'ays : but this is for thy pro- 
| fit, for thy advantage, for the pardoning of thy 
bus, the falvetion of thy ſoul, the delivering 
"thee from hell fire, from the wonth to come, 
from everlaſting burnings, into favour with Cod, 
- Chriſt. and communion with all happineſs, that | 
= 23 ſo-indeed.  _. _ - 

But it ma be, thou ale ſay, all that 1 have 
* ſpoken to thee in this diſcourſe, is but a para- 
4 ble, and parables are nat realities, ENT 
EE could - 
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The Author to the Readir., © v 


IT could put thee off with this anſwer, that 
[hve it be a parable, yet it is truth, and not 
a lie; and thou ſhalt find it fo too, to th y colt, 


if thou ſhalt be found a ſlighter of God, Chriſt, 


and the ſalvation of thine own ſoul. 
But, ſecondly, know for certain, that things 


ſignified by parables, are wonderful realities. 0 
what a glorious reality was there ſignified by 


that parable ! The kingdom of heaven is lite a 
net that is caſt into the ſea, &c. ſignifying that 


ſinners of all forts, of all nations ſhould b 
brought into God's kingdom by the net of the 


goſpel. And O how real a thing ſhall the o- 


ther part thereof be, whes tis fulfilled ! which 
faith, And when it was full they drew it 19 lhe 
ore, and put the good into vej/els, but threw 


the bad away, Matth. xiii. 47, 48. ſignifying 


the manſtors er glory that the ſaints ſhouid hare, 
and allo the rejection that God would give to 
tibe ungodly, and to fnners. And alio that - 


parable, what à glorious, reality is there in it ? 


which faith, Except 2 corn of avheat fell ro the 
ground, and die, it ab;idsth aries ; but if it gies 
it bringetÞ forth inuch fruit, John xli. 24. To 


fionify that valeſs Jeſus Cnriſt did inceed ſpill 


his blood, and die the curſed death, he ſhonids 
abide aloge + that is, have rever a out ww. 


glory with him; but if he died, he ſhould biing 


forth much fruit; that is, fave many ſinners-. 
And allo, how rea] a truth there was in that 


parable, concerning the Jews putting Chriſt to 


death, which the poor diſperſed Jeus bave ex- . 


End to their coſt: for then have been e- 
| S437 = Ter. | 
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vi De Author to the Reader. 
ver fince a baniſhed prople, and ſuch as bare 


had God's fore diſpleaſure wonderfully manifeſt- 


ed againſt them, according to the truth of the. 
parable, Math. xxi 33, to 41. O therefore, 
for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, do not ſlight the truth, 


| becauſe it is diſcovered in a parable ! For by 


this argument thou mayeſt alſo, nay, thou wilt 


flight almoſt all things that our Lord Jeſus 
Chrit did ſpeak; for he ſpeaks to them, for the 


mol? part, if not all in parables: why ſhould it 
be ſaid of thee, as is ſaid of ſome ? Theſe things 
are ſpoken to them that are without in parables, 
that ſeeing they might not ſee, and hearing they 
mipht not underſland, lwke viii. 10. I ſay, 
take heed of being a quarreller againſt Chriſt's 
parables, leſt Chriſt-alfo object againſt the ſal- 


vation of thy ſoul at the judgment-day. 


Friend, I have no more to ſay to thee now; 
if thou doſt love me, pray for me, that my God 


„would not forſake me, nor take his holy Spirit. 


from me, and that God would fit me to do and 


ſüuffer what ſhall be from the world or devil in- 
flicted upon me. I malt tell. thee, the world. 
E rages, they ſtamp, and ſhake their heads, and 
fläaia they would be doing: The Lord help me 


to take all they ſhall do with patience; and 


when they ſmite the one cheek, to turn the other. 


to them, that I may do as Chriſt bath bidden. 


me; for then the. Spirit- of God and of glory, 
2 ball reſt upon me, Farewel. | 


1 am n:{bine. to ſerve _ in the Lord Faſo, 
| 3 Joan BUNYAN. 
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Groans of a Damned Soul. 


Luxe: xvi. 19 Ge. 


19. There was a certain rich man, avho ab. 


clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 


ſumptunuſly every day. 
20. And there was a certain beegar, a £2 
A2⁊arus, auh was laid at his gate full of ſor es: 
21. And deſiring to be fed with the crumbs: 


Nerz fell from the rich man's table : more- 


ver, the dogs came and licked his ſores.” 
22. Bad it came to paſs, that the beggar died, and 
was carried by the angels into Ae s bo» 
ſom : ile ich man alſo died, and was buried: 


23. And in bell he lift up his eyes, being in 


torments, and ſeeth Abraham or ef, and 
| Lazarus in his boſam 
24. And he cried, and ſaid, Pather Abrahams... 
have mercy n me and fend Lazarus, that he 
tua dip the tip of his iger in water, and cat 
my tongue; [ir I am tormented in this flame, 
25 · But Abraham laid, Son, remember that 
thou-in thy liſe-time receivedſi thy goed thingry. 
and likewiſe Lazar us evil things : but now. 
he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 
26. And beſides all this, between us and you: 


| there is a great guiph fixed, | that they who: 


would pa/i from hence to you, cannot, neither 
can they paſs to 1 that. would come fray 


thence... 25 5 5 227 


4 


„ * Sight from Hill: or, 


27. Then he ſaid, I pray thee therefore, father, 
that thou woul';ft ſend him to my father's houſe: 

28. Fer I have jive brethren, that he may te/tify 
unto them, left they alſo come into this place 
of torment. 


29. Abraham ſaith unto him, They have Moſes 


and the prophets, let them bear them. | 
30. And he ſuid, Nay, father Abraham ; but 
if one went uni them from the drad, they 
ewill repent. | 
31. And he ſaid n FIRE; 1f they hear not Mo. 
fes and the prophets, neither wil! they be per- 
> mt roomy one roſe from the dead. 


BIs ſcripture was not ſpoken by our Lord 
- Jeſus Chriſt, to ſhew the ſtate of two 


1 gogle perſons only, (as ſome, through the igno- 


rance of the drift of Chriſt in his parables, do 


{> 7 
1 


. 


dteam) but to ſhew the ſtate of the godly and 
ungod]y to the world's end, as is cleat to him 


that is of an underſtanding heart. For he ſpake 


& them to the end that after generations thouid. | 


i take notice thereof, and fear leſt they fail 1 into 


the ſame condition, | 

Now in my diſcourſe vpon theſe words, 1 | 
| ſhall not be tedious, but as briefly as I may, 
 E ſhall paſs through the ſeveral verſes, and lay 
down ſome of the ſeveral truths contained there- 
ia: anc the Lord grant that they may be pro- 

| firable, and of great advantage to thoſe that: 
read, them or hear them. 


de ig and 20 verſes alſo, I ſhall not ſpend 


B. time upon, only gire you three or e | 
or 


— 
— 


the Groans of a damned Soul. GS - 
hints, and fo paſs to the next verſes ; for they are 
the words I intend moſt eſpecially to inſiſt upon. 
The 19, 20, aud 21 verſes run thus: There 
was a certaingich man that wal clothed in Ry | 
ple and fine linen, and fared deliciouſly. 
* /ſumptucuſly every day. And there waz a ceriatn 
* beggar, named Lazarus, who was laid at his 
gate ſull of fires, Rc | 
1. It theſe veries had been ſpoken by Jeſus. 
Chriſt, and no more, all the world wovld have 
gone near to have caſt a wrong interpretation 
on them + I fay, if Jeſus had only ſaid this. 
much, There was a certain rich man which far- 
ed ſumptuoully daily, and a certain beggar laid 
at his gate full of ſores; the world would ave 
made this concluſion of them, the rich man was 
the happy man; for at firſt view it doth repre- 
ſent ſuch a Thing, but altogether, that is, read 
the whole parable, ard you ſhall find that there 
Was no man in a worſe condition than he, as: 
Z I ſhali clearly hold forth afterward. 

2. Again, if a man would judge of men accor- 
dilog to outward appearance. he {hall oft times: 
tanke his mark amiſs. Here is a man to outward: 

appearance ſeems ihe only bleſſed man, better” 

by half than the beggar, inaſmuch as he is rich, 
the b:ugar poor: he 18 well clothed, but perad- 
venture the beggar is naked; he hath good food, 
but the beggar would be glad of dogs meat. And 
he defired to be fed with the crumbs that fell from” | 
the rich man's table, The rich man fares well e- 
very Cay, but the beggar mult be glad of a bit 
hea he can get it: © who would not be in a 
rich 


2 


Ew» - Siobs from: Flt: 9 
| rich man's ſlate? A wealthy eee of nib. 


good cheer, eat. drink, and be merry, Luke xii. 19. 
| Thou baſt every thing in plenty, and art in a 


flidered, you will ſee, Luke xv. 15. That aubich 
| #s had in eftimation with men is an abomination 


RE excellent; for the beggar had th en ten thouws 
ſand degrees the beſt of it, though to out ward ap- | \ 


? 
we ſhall obferve this much. — 


ſon; or a man may have abundance of outward 


ward enjoyments to be tokens of God's ſpecial 


ſuits, and dainty diſhes every day, enough to make 
one who minds nothing-but his belly and his back 
to f y. O that I were in that man's condition, 
that I had about me as that man had, then IL 
fhould live a life indeed: then ſhould I have 
heart's eaſe, good ſtore ; and then 1 ſhould live 
pleaſantly, and might ſay to my ſoul, Soul, be of 
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molt bleſſed condition. 

I ſay, this might be the caſe and Sehe en 
with them that judge according to outward ap- 
Pearance. But if the whole parable be well con- 
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in the fight of God. And again, Job xvi. 20, 21, 
22, That condition that is the faddeit accord- 
ing to outward apyearance, is oft- times the mot 


. r 
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arance his (tate was the ſaddeſt; from whence =! 


1. That thoſe who judge according to out- 
ward appearance, do, for the moſt pact, judge 1 
amiſs, John vii. 24. 4 

2. That they who look upon their ow out- 


grace unto them, are alſo deceived, Rev. iii. 17. 
For as it is here in the parable, A man of wealth, 
and a child of the devil, may make but one per- 


e as 


1 and yer be carried by the devil to e- 
= _ ternal 


1 


tze Groans of a danmed Soul. 


\ 


Fa. " ; = 
YL 
- 


'ternal burnings, Luke xii. 20. But this is the | 


trap in which the devil bath caught thouſands 
of poor ſouls, namely, by getting them to judge 
according to outward appearance, or — | 


to God's out ward bleſſings. 


Aſk a poor, carnal, covetous wretch, How we 
” ſhould know a man to be tn an happy ſtate ; and 
| he will aoſwer, Thoſe that God bleſſetb, and 
giveth abundance of this world unto ; when, for 
the moſt part, they are they that are the curſed 


| men: Alas, poor men, they are ſo ignorant as to 


think, that becauſe a man is increaſed in outward 
# things, and that by a ſmal} ſtock, therefore God 
#7 doth love that man with a ſpecial love; or elfe he 


him, and proſper the works of his hands. 
poor ſoul! it is the rich man goes to hell. 


z would never do ſo much for him, nor ſo bleſs. 


Ab, 
And 


2 the rich man died, and, mark it, in hell he lift 
up his eyes, Wc. 


: I think to ſee how the great ones of the world 
will go ſtrutting up and down the ſtreet ſome- 
5 times, it makes me wonder. Surely they look up- 
on themſelves to be the only happy men; but 
it is becauſe they judge according to outward 
is appearance: ; they look upon themſelves as the 

oniy bleſſed men, when the Lord knows the ge- 

rm om are left out of that bleſſed condition. 


Not many wiſe men after the fleſh, not many + 


mighty, not many noble are called, 1 Cor. i. 26. 

Ah, did they that now do ſo brag, that no body 

| dare ſcarce look on them, but believe this, it 
would make them hang down their heads, and 


crys O give me a Lazarus 8 portion. 


__ Sighs from Hell : or, 
might enlarge very much, but I ſhall not; 
this much | ſhall ſay to you that have much of 
this world, have a care you have not your por- 
tion in this world; take heed, that it be not ſaid 
to you hereatter, when you would very willingly 
| have heaven, Remember in y ur life-time you had 
| our good things, in your life-time you had your 
portion, Pſal. xvii. 13. 
And friend, thou that ſeekeſt . this world, 
and deſireſt riches, let me aſk this queſtion: 


the dainties of this world? Wouldſt thou be 
glad to have all thy good things in thy life time, 


doſt live in this world ? Wouldit thou be willing 
| to be veprived of eternal happineſs and feiicity ? 
If thou ſay, No, then have a care of the world 


man, left thy table be made a ſnare unto thee, 
Pſal. Ixix. 22. leſt the wealth of this world bar 
thee out of glory; for, as the apoltie faith, 7 hey 
that will be rich fall into temptation, and a ſnare, 
and into many froliſh and burtful lufts\, which 
drown men tafperdition and deſtructian, 1 Tim. 
vi.8 This much in general; but now particularly, 
Theſe two men here ſpoken of, as I {aid do 


godly ; the beggar holdeth forth the (tate of the 
godly, and the rich man the ungodly. 
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There 


Ka 


| Wouldit thou be content that God ſhould put 
thee off with a portion in this life? Woutdſt 
thou be glad to be kept out of heaven with a © 
back well clothed, and a belly well filled with 


to have thy heaven to laſt no longer than thou 1 


and thy ſins; have a care of deſiring to be a rich 


hold forth to us the {tate of the godly aid. un- 


. There was a certain rich man, &c. 
But why are the ungodly beld torth undet 
the notion of a rich man? 
1. Becauſe Chriſt would not have 8 to 1 


too high, as I ſaid before, but that thoſe who 
have riches would have a care that they be not 


all their portion, Jam. i 10,11, 12. 1 Tim. vi. 17. 
2. Becauſe rich men are moſt liable to the 
devil's temptations, are moſt ready to be puft 


up with pride, ſtoutpeſs, cares of this world, in 


whica things they ſpend moſt of their time, in 


laſt, drankesgels, wantonneſs, idleneſs, together 
> with all other works of the fleſh; For which 
> Hhings ſale, the wrath of God cometh on the chil» 
Aren of diſobedience, Col. iii. 6. | 
7 3. Becauſe he would comfo t the dearts of his : 
\- own, which are moſt commonly og the pooreſt 
* fort: But God hath choſen the poor, the dejpiled, 

' the baſe things of the world, 1 Cor. i. 27. Shoult 
God have ſet the rich man in the bleſſed ſtate, 


his children would have concluded, beipg poor, 


that they had no ſhare in the life to come. And 
again, had not God given a diſcevery of the ſad 
condition of thoſe that are for the moſt part rich 
men, we ſhould have then conriuded abſolute- 
ly, that the rich are the blefled men. Nay, 


albeit the Lord himſelf doth fo evidently deciare, 
that the rich ones in the world are, for the moſt 
part, in the ſaddeſt condition, yet they through 


Uunbelief, or elſe preſumption, do harden them- 
ſelves, and ſeek for the glory of this world, as 
thoc' the Lord jrſus Chriſt did not mean as he ſaid, 

or elſe that he will ſay more : than ſhall aſſuredly 


= - come 
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. Sighs from Hell : or, 

come to paſs, But let them know that the Lord 
has a time to fulfil, as he had a time to declare; 
for the jcripture cannot be broken, John x. 35. 
hut agan, the Lord by his word c oth not 
| mean thoſe are ungodly who are rich in the 


which is contrary to the word of God, which 


ſeith, together with the kings of the earth, and 
the great men, and the chief caftains, ana mis biy 
men. there are bend. men, or ler Ants, and] ves, 
that cry out at rhe appearance it the aſmighty 
. God, anc his Son Jefus Chriſt to judgment, « 
Rev. vi. 5. So thar theugh Chriſt doth ſay, t 
There wa: a cetein rich man. yet you mul} un- 
derſtand he meaneth all the ung ody, rich or 
pf or, nay, if you will not underſtand it fo uw. 
you ſhall be mad, to underſtand 'tis ſo meant 
at the day of Chriſt's ſecond coming, when al! 
that are ungodly ſba! ſtand ar the left hand of 7 
Chriſt with pale faces and guilty conſeiences, with | 
ine vials of the Almighty's wrath re ady to be 1 


poured out upon them. 


Thus much in briet touching the 19th verſe. » 
] might have obſerved other things from it, but 
now. ] forbear having other —_" to ſpeak 'of | 


at this time. 


Ven. 20. And there was a certain beggar, named 
Lazarus, whowas laid at hi, gate ſuil of foren. 


+ Hoes verſe 60 chixfly bold forth thoſe | 


5 ihings. 
0 That 


world, and no other: for then muſt all thoſe } 


Ss and delivered: trom evra vengeance z [ 


4 


Q We 
be? 
* 


the on of a A Soul. 15 


rd 1. That the ſaints of God area poor contemp- a 


üble people; There was a certain beggar It you 
35. ũu derſtand the word beg;zar, to hold forth out- 
ot a poverty, or ſcarcity in cutward things, 
the 1 ſuch are the ſaints of the Lord, for they are, for 
oſe 1 the moſt p:rt, a poor, delpiſed, contemptible 
be people. But if you allegorize and interprete, it 

; thus; they are ſuch as beg ear neſtly for heaven- 
ch 17 food ; this is alſo the ſpirit of the children of 
nd God, and it may be, and isa truth in this ſenſe, 
5 
es, 
ity 
nt, 
ay, 
un- 


iy 5 tho' not ſo natu rally gathered from this ſcripture, 
's 2. That he was laid at hi: gate full of ſores. 
- E Theſe words hold forth the diſtemper of believ- 
ers; full of ſores, may ſignify the many troubles, 
+ temptations, perſecutions, and afflictions in bo- 
dy and ſpirit, which they meet with while they 


meet with at the hands of theſe yngodly ones, who 
live upon the earth, whereas it it ſaid, He was 
7 laid at his gate full of ſores, Mark, a was laid 
of : at his gate, not in his houſe ; that was thought 


th | too good for him; but he was laid at his gate 
be Julll of (ores. Prom whence obſerve, that the un- 
X godly world do not defire to entertain and re- 


ſe. ceive the poor ſaints of God into their houſes, 


but It they muſt needs be ſome way near unto them, 


'of | yet they ſhall not come into their houſes, they 
| mut them out of doors, let them ly at the gate. 
| { 3. Obſerve, That the world are not at all 
ied touched with the afflictions of God's children, 
e. for all they are full of ſores; a deſpiſed, afflicted, 


oſe {| perſecuted people; the world doth not pity, no, 


| but rather labour to aggravate their trouble, by 
ag a B 2 1 cutting 


are in the world, and alſo the entertainment they 4 


— oy 2ae. Ges 4 A A 


_ —Q 3 
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ſnutting them our of doors; fink or ſwim, what 
cares the world. they are reſolved to difown 
them, they will give them no entertainment; if 
the lying in the ſtreets will do them any good, 
if to be diſowned, rejected, and ſhut out of doors 
by the world will do them any good, they ſhall 
have enough of that; but otherwiſe no refreſli- 
ment, no comfort from the world. And he was 


laid at bis | na /ull of Jores. 


Venze 21. And be defrred to be fed with the 
erumbs which fell from the rich man's table: 
moreover, the dogs came and licked his ſores, 


V theſe words our Lord Jeſus doth ſhew us 
the frame of a Chriſtian's heart, and alſo 


the heart and carriage of worldly men towards' 
the ſaints of the Lord. The Chriſtian's heart 
13 held forth by this, that any thing will content 


him while he is on this fide glory, And he defir- 
ed to be fed with the crumbs, the dogs meat, or 
any thing. I ſay, a Chriſtiag will be content 

with any thing, if he have but to keep life and 


ſoul together, (as we uſe to ſay) he is content, 


he is ſatisfied : he hath been taught, if he hath 
learned to be a Chriſtian, to be content with any 
thing; as Paul ſaith, I have learned in whatſo- 


ever Hate Jam, therewith to be content, He 


learns in all conditions to ſtudy to love God, 
to walk with God, to give up himſelf? to God : : 
and if the crumbs that fell from the rich man's 
table will but ſatisfy nature, and give bodily 
_—_— that thereby he may be more able i | 
| 99 7 
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walk in the ways of God, he is contented. And 


he defired to be fed with the crumbs that fell from. 


the rich man's table. But, mark, he had them 


not; you do not find that he had ſo much as a 

crumb or a ſcrap allowed unto him. No, then 
the dogs mult be beguiled; that mult be preſery- 
ed for the dogs. From whence obſerve, that the 
ungodly world do love their dogs beter than 
the children of God. You will ſay that's ſtrange. 
It is ſo indeed; yet jt is True, as will be clearly 
manif:ſted; as for inſtance, how many pounds 
do ſome men ſpend a-year on their dogs, when. 
in the mean while the poor ſaints of God may 
ſtarve for hunger? They will Luild houſes for 
their dogs, when the ſaints muſt be glad to 


wander, and lodge in dens, and. caves of the. 


earth, Heb. xi. 23. And if they be in any of 
their houſes, ſor the hire thereof they will warn 
them out, or eject them, or puli down the houſe 


over their heads, rather than rot rid themſelves 


of ſuch tenants. Again, ſome men cannot go 
half a mile from home, but they muſt have dogs 


at cheir heels; but they very willingly g go half 


a ſcore of miles without the ſociety of a Chri- 
ſtian. Nay, if when they are buſy with their 
dogs, they fhould chance to meet a Chriſtian, 
they would willingly ſhift him if they could, 
They will go on the other fide of the hedge or 
the way, rather than they will have any ſociety 
with him; and if at any time a child of God 


ſhould: 3 into a houſe where there are but 


two or three vngodly wretches, they do com 
mouly with, either themſelves or the {aint out 
y . N of 


1 Sts hs from Hell; or,. 


8 A 


of doors ; and why ſo ? Becauſe they cannot fit 


down with the ſociety of a Chriſtian. Though 


if there come in at the ſame time a dog, or a 


drunken ſwearing wretch, which is worſe than 


a dog, they will make him welcome; he ſhall 
fit down with them, and partake of their dain- 
ties. And now tell me, you that love your ſins 


and your pleaſures, had you not rather keep com- 


pany with a drunkard, a ſwearer, a ſtrumpet, a 


thief, nay a dog, than with an honeſt-heartedChri - | 
lian? If you ſay not, what means your ſour car- 


Tiage to the people of God? Why do you look 
on them as if you would eat them up? Yet at the 


very time, if you can meet your dog, or a drunk - 
en companion, vou can fawn upon them, take 


them to the tavern or ale-houſe with you, if it 
be two or three times in a week : but if the ſaints 
of God meet together, pray together, and labour 
to edify one another, you will ſtay till dooms- 


day before you will look into the houſe where 


they are. Ah, friends, when aj} comes to all, 
you will be found to love drunkards, rompeis, 
dogs, any thing ; ; nay, rather to ſerve the devil, 


than to have loving and friendly ſociety with the 
ſaints of God. 


Moreover, the dog. came LIN licked bis ſores, 
Here again vou may ſee, not only the afflicted 
{tate of the ſaints of God in this world, but alſo, 


that even dogs themſelves, according to their 


kind, are more favourable to the ſaints, than 
the finful world ; though the ungodly will have 


no mercy on the faints, yet it is ordered ſb, that 
thoſe creatures, dogs, lions, Ve. will, Though 


the 


* 
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the rich man would not entertain him in his houſe, 
yet the dogs will come and do him the beſt good 
they can, even to lick his running ſores. It was 
thus with Daniel, when the world was mad a- 
gainſt him, and would have him thrown to the 
lions to be devoured, the lions ſhut their mouths 
at him, or rather the Lord did ſhut them up, ſo 
that there was not that hurt befel to him, as 
was defired by the adverſaries, Dan, vi, And 
this I am perſuaded of, that would the creatures 
do as ſome would have them, the ſaints of God 


3 | ſhould not walk ſo quietly up and down the ſtreets, 
and other places as they do, And, as I ſaid be- 


fore, fo I ſay again, I am perſuaded, that at the 


day of judgment many mens conditions and car- 


riages will be ſo laid open, that it will evidently 
appear they have been very mercileſs, and mad 
againſt the children of God; inſomuch, that 
when the providence of God did fall out fo as 


to croſs their expectation, they have been very 
much offended hereat, as is very evidently ſeen 


in them who ſet themſelves to ſludy how to bring 


the ſaints into bondage, Pſal. xxxi. 13. and to 


thruſt them into corners, as in theſe late years. 


Aud becauſe God, in his goodneſs, hath ordered 
things otherwiſe, they have gnaſhed their teeth 


thereat, Hence let the ſaints learn not to com- 
mit themſelves to their enemies; Beware of men, 
Matth. x. 1). They are very mercileſs, asd 
will not ſhow ſo much favour, not if they can 


help it, as you ſappole they may. Nay, unleſs 


the over-ruling hand of God, in goodneſs, do or- 


der things contrary to their natural inclinations, 
they will not value you ſo much as à dog. 


ů — 
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'VersE 22. - And it came t * that the begs” 
gar died, and was carried by the angels into 
Abraham's boſom : the rich man * died, 
and was buried. 


HE former * do briefly hold forth the 
carriage of the ungodly, in this life, to- 
Wards the ſaints, Now, this verſe doth hold 
forth the departure both of the godly and un- 
godly out of this life. 
And it came to paſs, that the beggar died, and 
was carried into Abraham's boſom ; and the rich 
man died alſo. The beggar died, that repreſents . 
the godly; and the rich 1 an died, that repre- 
ſents the ungodly, From whence obſerve, 
Neither godly-nor ungodly muſt live always, . 
without a change, either by death or judgment; MY 
the good man died, and the bad man dic. 
That ſcripture doth a ſo back this truth, than 
good and bad muſt die, where it is aid; And 7+ A 
17 appointed unto men once 10 die, but e this. 9 
i 
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* the judgment, Heb. ix, 37. 
Mark, he doth not ſay, it is ſo, that men - 
by chance may die, which might beg=t in the 
hearts of the ungod!y eſpecially, ſome hope to 5 
eſcape the bitterneſs of it; but he ſaith, it is a 
bY thing moſt certain, I. is appointed 3 mark, it is, 
appointed for men once to die, but after this the 
* judpment, God hath decreed it, that ſince mea 
have fallen from the happy eſlate that God at 
the firſt did ſet them in, they ſhall die, Rom. | 
i vuk 13. Now when it ĩs ſaid, the beggar diad; 


port. 


the Groans 7 a damned Soul. 2 
part of the meaning is, they ceafed to be any 
more in this world: I ſay, partly the meaning 

4 is, but not altogether. Though it be altogether 
the meaning when ſome of the creatures die, 
0 it is but in part the meaning, when it is ſaid, - 
| that men, women, or children die; for there is 
to them ſomething elſe to be ſaid, more than a 

\ bee going out of the world: for, if when un- 

5 regenerate men and women die, there were an 


end of them not only in this world, but alſo in 


2 the world to come, they would be happy beſides 
i Foy will be now; for when ungodly men and 
& women die, there is that to come after death that 
FX | will be very terrible to them, namely, to be car- 
ried by angels of darknefs from their death-beds ' 
to hell, there to be reſerved to the judgment 
of the great day, when both ſoul-and body ſhall 
wy meet, and be united together again, and made 
D to undergo the uttermoſt vengeance of 
the Almighty to all eternity. This is that 
1 | which doth follow a man that is not born again, 
after death, and is clear from that in 1 Pet. iv. 
„8, 19. where before ſpeaking of Chriſt being 
# $raiſed again by the power of his eternal Spirit, 
be ſaith, By which ; that is, by that Spirit, he 
auent and preached to the ſpirits in priſon. But 
what is the meaning of this? Why thus much, 
that thoſe ſouls who were once alive in the world, 
in the time or days in which Noah lived, being 
diſohedient in their ee to the calls of God, 


by his Spirit in Noah, for fo I underſtand it, was 


| 


according to that which was foretold by that 
preacher, derived of life, and overcome by the 
re 


Ma 
na 
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flood, and are now in priſon. Mark, he preach 
ed to the ſpirits in priſon. He doth not ſay, who-* 


were in priſon, but to them in; that is, now in. 


priſon under the chains of darkneſs, reſerved to be 


kept there in that priſon in which now they are, 
. readily like villains in the goal to be brought 


before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt at the great 
day: but of this I ſhall ſpeak further by and by. 
Now if this one truth, that men muſt die and 


depart this world, and either enter into joy or 


elſe into priſon, to be reſerved unto the day of. 
judgment, were believed, we ſhould not have 
ſo many wantons walking up and down the ſtreets 
as there do; at leaſt, it would put a mighty. 


check to their filthy carriages, ſo that they would 


not, could not walk ſo bafely and ſo ſinfully as 
they do. Belſhazzar, notwithſtanding he was 


ſo far from the fear of God as he was, yet when 


he did but ſee that God was offended. and threat- 


ned him for bis wickedneſs, it made him hang 
down his head, and knock his knees together, 
Dan, v. 5, 6. If you read the verſes before, 
you will find he was careleſs, and ſatisfying his 
lat in drinking and playing the wanton with his 
concubines, but fo ſoon as he did perceive the fin- 
ger of an hand-writing, then faith the ſcripture, 
The king's countenance was changed and his 
' thoughts troubled him, ſo that the joints of bis 
lioins were looſed, and his knees ſmote one againſt 
another. And when Paul told Felix of righte- 
ouſneſs, temperance, and judgment to come, it 


made him tremble. And let me tell thee, ſoul, 
whoſe thou art, that if thou didit but yerily be- 


lie ve 
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lieve that thou muſt die, and come unto the 
judgment, it would make thee turn over a gew 


leaf. Bur this is the miſery, the devil doth la- 


bour by all means, as to keep out other things 
that are good, ſo to keep out of the heart as 
much as in him lies, the thoughts of paſſing from 


this life into another world; for he knows, if he 
can but keep them from the ſerious thoughts of 


death, he ſhall the more eaſily keep thein in their 


A fins, and ſo from cloſing with Jeſus Chriit; as 
Job ſaith, chap. xxi. 9 - Their houſes are ſafe 


1 from fear, neither is the rod of God upon them, 
Which makes them ſay to God, Depart from 
us; for we defire not the knowledge of thy ways, 
verſe 14. Becauſe there is no fear of death and 
» judgment to come, therefore they do put off God 
and his ways, and ſpend the days in their ſins; 


and in a moment, that is, before they are aware, 


= godown to the grave. verſe 17. And thus it fared 
> alſo with the man ſpoken of in Luke xii, 20. 
The man inftead of thinking of death, thought 
ho he might make his barts bigger: but in the 
midtt of buſineſs in the world, he loſt his foul 


5 
[ 


of! 


before he was aware, ſuppoſing that death had 
deen many years off, Bur God faid unto him, 
Thou foi, thou troubleſt thyſelf about things 
olf this life, thou puiteſt off the thoughts of de- 


"4; 
. 


ſertipg this world, when this night thy ſoul ſhall 


be tak-n from thee :* or, this night they, that is, 
the devil will fetch away thy ſoul from thee. 
And hence it comes to pals, that mens not being 
F exerciſed with the thoughts of departing this 


Fife, they are ſo une xpectedly of themſelves and 


%* 
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their neighbours, taken away from the pleaſures 
and profits, and all the, enjoyments they buſy 
.themſeives. with while they live in this world; 
and hence it is again, that you have ſome in your 
- towns and cities that are ſo ſuddenly taken away, 
ſome from haunting the ale-houſes, others from 
- haunting the whore-houſes, others from playiog 
the gaming, others from the cares and covetous 
deſires after the world, unlooked for as by them- 
ſelves or their companions, Hence it is alſo, 
that men do ſo wonder at ſuch tidings as this, 
that here ſuch a one is dead, ſuch a one depart- 
ed; it is becauſe they do ſo little conſider both 
the tranſitorineſs of themſelves and their neigh- © 
| bours : for, had they but their thoughts well 
exerciſed about the ſhortneſs of this life, and 
the danger that will, befal ſuch as miſs of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, it would make chem more 
wary and ſober and ſpend more time in the ſer- 
vice of God, and be more delighted and diligent 
in erquiring after the Lord Jeſus, who is the 
.deliverer from the wrath to come, 1 Theſſ. 1. 10, |; 
For, as Ifaid before, it is evident, that they who 
live after the fl-ſh, in the luſts thereof, do not 
really and ſeriouſly think on death, and the judg- ® 
ment that followeth after; neither do they in- 
deed endeavour ſo to do: for did tbey, it would 
make them ſay with Job, All the days of my appoin- 
ted time will I wait, till my change come, Job xiv. 
134. And, as I ſaid before, not oniy the wicked, but 
alſo the godly have their time to depart this life, 
And the beggar died. The ſainis of the Lord 
muſt be deprived of this life alſo ; they mult yield! 
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up the ghoſt into the hands of the Lord their God; 
they muſt alſo be ſeparated from their wives, chil- 
dren, huſbands, friends, goods, and all that they 


ur have in the world: for God hath decreed it. /t 
J ir appointed, namely, by the Lord, for men once 
om | to die, and they muſt appear before the 9 
og 5 


© ſeat of Chrift as it is, 2 Cor. v. 10, 11. 


s nt it may be objected, If the godly die as 

M- well as the wicked, and if the ſaints mult appear 

* before the judgment - ſeat, as well as the ſinners, 
18, 


then what advantage have the godly mote than 
the ungodly ? and how can the ſaints be in a 


ath better condition than the wicked? 

— Anſau. Read the 23d verſe over again, and you 
3 ſhall find a marvellous difference between them, 
1 | 


Jas much as between heaven and hell, everlaſting. 
Joy and everlaſting torment; for you find that 
vhen the beggar died, who repreſents the godly, 


ier- he was carried by the angels i into Abraham's bo- 
** © ſom, or into ever jaſting joy: Pſal. i. 4. But the 


3 ungodly are not {> ; but are hurried by the devils 
into the bottomleſs pit, drawn away in their wick- 
who edneſs. For he ſaith, 4nd in hell he liſi up his 
not eye. When the ungodly die their miſery begin- 
udg- Mneth ; for then appear the devils, like ſo many 
in. lions, waiting every moment till the ſoul depart 
ould i from the body. Sometimes they are viſible to 


bein. their dying party, but ſometimes more inviſible; 
Kir. ¶ but always this is certain, they never miſs of the 
„but ſou), if it die out of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; but 
_ do hale it away to the priſon, as I ſaid before, 


thereto be tormented and reſerved until the great L 
ang dreadful day of judgment: at Which day 


yield 
up CG - they | 
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they muſt, body: and ſoul, receive a final ſentenee 
from the righteous judge, and from that time bel 
ſnut out from the preſence of God into everlaſt- 

ing woe and diſtreſs. But the godly, when che co 

time of their departure is at hand, then alſo are Ar. 
the angels of the Lord at hand, yea, they are the 
ready waiting upon the foul to conduct it ſafely} (Ct 
into Abraham's boſom. I do not ſay but the bu 
' devils are very buſy, doubtleſs, and attending. TH 
faints in their ſickneſs : ay, and no queſtion but of 
they would willingly deprive the foul of glory: 8 

But here is the comfort, as the devils come from 

hell to devour the ſoul, if it be poſſible, at its en 

departure, ſo the angels of the Lord come from 
heaven, to watch over, and conduct the ſoul, in 5 
ſpite of the devil, into Abraham's boſom. 2 
David had the comfort of this, and ſpeaks it 
forth as the comfort of his brethren, Pſal. xxxiv. 7. 
ſaying, The angel of the Lord encampeth round 
& about them that fear him, and delivereth them, * 

Mark, the angels of the Lord encampeth round 

about his children, to deliver them; from what? de 

From their enemies, of which the devil i is not the 9 Lc 
leaſt, This is an excellent comfort at any time, }} ſec 

to have the angel of God to attend a poor man de 
or woman; but eſpecially i is comfortable in the ea 
time of diſtreſs, at the time of death, when the} 
devils beſet the ſoul, with all the power that hell an 
can afford them. But now it may be, that theW ge 
glorious angels of God do not appear to the view It 
of the ſoul ; nay, rather hell ſtands before it, and ha 
the devils ready, as if they would carry it thi- th 
ther; but this is the e, the angels do always 


appeal 
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appear at the laſt, and will not fail the ſou! ; but 
ce will carry it into Abraham's boſom. Ah friends, = 
be here is an ungodly man on his death bed, and 
t- is, e hath none to ſpeak for him, none to ſpeak 
he 13 comfort unto him : but it is not ſo with the chil- 
re Aren of God, for they have the Spirit to comfort 
ire them. Here is the ungodly, and they have no 
ly (Chriſt to pray for their ſafe conduct to glory; 
he but the ſaints have an interceſſor, Job xiti. 19. 
ng 3 Tiere! in the world, when they die, they have none 
ut of the angels of God to attend them; but the 
: ſaints have their company: in a word, the un- 
m converted perſon when he dieth, he ſinks into 
its the bottomleſs pit; but the ſaints when they die, 
do aſcend with and by the angels into Abraham's 
® boſom, or into unſpeakable glory, Luke xxiii. 43. 
Again, it is ſaid, that the rich man when he 
died, was buried, and put into the earth; but 
7.8 when the beggar did, he was carried by the an- 
d gels into Abrabam's boſom. This denotes the 
1, excellent condition of the ſaints of God, as I ſaid 
14 before; and not only ſo, but alſo the precioaſ- 
t! "neſs of the death of the ſaiats in the eyes of the 
ae Lord, Pſal. cxvi. 15. that after generations may 
e, ſee how precious in the ſight of the Lord the 
in death of his faints is, when he ſaith, they are 
el carried by the angelt into Abraham's boſom.” 
ae Thus many times the Lord adorneth the death 
u and departure of his ſaints, to hold forth to after - 
cM generations, how excellent they are in his eyes. 
wE# It is faid of Enoch, that God took him; of Abra- 
dl ham, that he died in a good old age; of Moſes, 


i- that the . Ir Buried him s of Eli jah that he was , 
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* 


taken up to heaven ; that the ſaints ſleep n- Je. 8 
us, that they die in the Lord, that they reft from 
their labours, that their works follow them ; that 6 ry 
they are under the altar, that they are with Chriſt," ed 
that they are to come with the Lord Feſus to rh 
judge the world. All which ſayings ſignify this [Rh 


much, that to die as a faint is a very preat ho- m 
nour and dignity ; But the ungodly are not fo. 


The rich or ungodly die and are buried, he is ee 


carried from his dwelling to the grave, and there V 


he is buried, hid in the duſt; and his body doth # 
not ſo falt moulder and come to nought acre, 5 


but his name doth ſtink as faſt in the world; # 
4 ſaith the 3 The name of the wicked pal 4 


the wicked, args r names, 45 as much rot. F 
What a diſhonour to poſterity was the death of 
Balaam, Agag, Achitophel, Haman, Judas. 7 

Thus the wicked have their names written in 
the earth, and do periſh and rot; and the names 
of the aims do caſt forth a ſweet ſavour to fol- 
lowing generations: all which is ſigniſied, by the b 
godly being carried by the angels into Abraham' 39 


boſom; and the — dying, and being buried. 


VERSE b 23. And i in hell be lift up his eyes, belts | * 
in torments, and ſecth Abraham afar 1. and 


Lasgaras in his boſom. 2 
HE former verſe | 5 54 of the depar- 

ture of the ungodly out of this life, toge- Þ © 

ther with the glorious condudt that the gr !ly have g 


10ts 


the Groans 7 a damned Soul, 29 


7e - Into the kingdom of their Father, Now our Lord 

doth ſhew in this verſe partly what doth, and what 
1211 5 © ſhall befal to the reprobate aſter this life i is end- 
f N ted, where he faith, Aud in bell he Jiu up his che.: 


= that is, the ungodly, after they depart this life, 
his! 9 they lift up their eyes in hell, F rom theſe words 
o. may be obſerved theſe things. 
ſo. 1. That there is a hell for ſouls to be torment- 
is | ed in when this life is ended. Mark, after he | 
re! 17 was dead and buried, zn Hell he lift u his eyes. 
th 2 2. That all that are ungodly, and do live and 
e, 7 die in their ſins, ſo ſoon as ever they die, they go 
into hell, He died and was buried, and in hell 
be lift up his eyes, | 
3. That ſome are ſo faſt aſleep, and ſecure in 
their fins, that they ſcarce know where they are, 
till they come into hell; and that I gather from 
= theſe words, In hell he lift up bir eyes. He was 
& aileep before, but hell makes him to lift up his eyes. 
As I ſaid before, it is evident, there is an hell 
for ſouls, yea, and bodies too, to be tormegted 
in after they depart this life. As is clear, fri}, 
e | becauſe the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that canrot lie, 
4 did lay, that after the inner was dead and bu! ied, 
in hell he lift up his ever. 
br Now if it be objected, that by hell is here 
me ant the grave, that I plainly deny: 
„Fit, Becauſe there the body is not ſenſible 
of torments or eaſe; but in that kell into which 
the damned depart, they are ſeuſible of torment, 
and would very willingly be free from it, as is 
clearly diſcovered in this parable. Sevd Laga- 
| rus, that he may dip the tif of ns finger in water, 
10 coc. my agen: Coq Second 


30 Sig bi from Hell » or, 


Secondly, It is not meant the prave, but ſome 


other place.; becauſe the bodies fo long as they 
lie there, are not capable of lifting up their eyes 


to ſee the glorious condition of the children of 
God, as the ſouls of the damned do. In hell he 
{ift up bis 8 | | 


Thirdly, It cannot be the grave; for then it 'A 
muſt follow, that the ſoul was buried there with 7 
the bod l fi ith ſuch a dead 

ne body, which cannot ſtand with Iuch a dead 
ſtate as is here mentioned; for he faith, The 4 
rich man died; that is, his ſou! was ſeparated *: 


from his body, And in hell he lift up his eyes. 


If it be again objected, that there is no hell but 

in this life: that 1 do alſo deny, as I ſaid before; 8. 
after he was dead and buried, in hell he lift up 
bir eyer. Ard let me tell thee, O foul, who- Þ 
ever thou art, that if thou cloſe not in ſavingly i 
with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and lay hold on what 


he hath done, and is doing in his own perſon for 


{inners, thou wilt find ſuch an hell after this life“ 
is ended, that thou wilt not get out of it again 
for ever and ever. And you who make a mock + 
at the ſervants of the Lord, when they tell you 
of the tormenrs of hell, you will 6nd, that when 
yo1 depart out of this life, that hell, even hell“ 
which is after this life, will meet you in your i 


journey thither, and will with its belliſn crew, 
give you ſuch a {ad ſalutation, that you will not 
forget it to all eternity ; when that ſcripture 
comes to be fulfilied on your foul, in Ifa. xiv. g. 
Hell from beneath is moved for thee at thy com- 


ing: it flirreth up the dead for thee, even all | 


tie chief ones of the earth; it bath raiſed from 
| tar 
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the Groans of a damned Soul. 31 
1e heir thrones all the kings of the nation. All. 
y | 2 that is, that are in ell ſhall ſay, Art thou 
es | _ become weak as we ? Art theu become like unto .._ 
f | us? O! ſometimes when I have had but thoughts 
e 0 | of going to hell, and conſidering the everlaſting- - 
# neſs of their ruin that fall thither, it hath ſtirred. 
t me up, rather to ſeek to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to 
h if deliver me from thence, than to 1 it, and 
d th mock at it. 
he © 
d i 


. =; 


And in hell he lift up his Hei. The ſecond. 
d hing [ cold you, was this, that all the ungodly 
x ba thatliveand die in their fins, ſo ſoon as ever they _ 


t depart this life, do deſcend into hell; this is alſo 
es 32 verified by the words in this parable, where Chriſt 
faith, he died, and was buried, and in bell helift 
- ub his eyes, As the tree fails, ſo it ſhall lie, 
y & whether it be in heaven or hell, Eccl. xi. 3. And 
it as Chriſt ſaid to the thief on the croſs, This day 
r Salt thru be with me in paradiſe. Even ſo the 
fe MM devil, in like manner, may ſay unto thy ſoul, 


To- morrow ſhalt thou be with me in hell. See 

* 40 then what a miſerable caſe he that dies in an un- 

u 5 regenerate ſtate is in; he departs from a long 

n bY ſickneſs to a longer bell; from the grippings of 
[t {7 death to the everlaſting torments of hell. And | 
r 4 in hell he liſt up his eyes, Ah! friends, if yon 
„were but yourſelves, you would have a care of 
t & your ſouls: If you did but regard them, youg 
e would fee how mad they are that do flight the 
). & falvation of their ſouls, O what will it profit thy 
. joul to have pleaſure in this life, and torment in 
I hell, Mark viii. 36. Thou had@ better part with 
2 all thy dns, and Peatures,. and companions, or 
> IS | | wn 


and body caſt into hell. 
Heb. ii. 3. 


32 Sighs from Hell or, 

whatſoever thou delighteſt in, than to have foul | 
O then do not negle&t Þ 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, leſt you drop into hell, 


Conſider, would it not wound thee '# 
to the heart, to come upon thy death-bed, and 
Inſtead of having the comfort of a well-ſpent life, 8 
and the merits of the Lord Jefus Chriſt, together 
with the comforts of his glorious Spirit, to have 
firſt the ſight of an 11]-ſpent life, thy fins flying 
in thy face, thy conſcience uttering of itſelf with 7 
thunder claps againſt thee, death with his mer⸗ 
Cileſs paw ſeizing upon thee, the devil ſtanding | 


+ 


ready to ſcramble for thy ſoal, and hell enlarg- 25, 


ing herſelf, and ready to ſwallow you up, and an 
eternity of miſery and torment attending upon 
For, 
mark, death doth not come alone to an uncon- 


you, from which thei 2 will be no releaſe. 


verted fon), but with ſuch company, as were you : 


but ſenſible of, it would make you tremble, I 
And I 
looked, and behold a pale horſe, and hi: name ibat | 
| fat upon him was death, and hell folibaued with © 
Mark, death does not come alone to the 

O miſe- 
Table comforters! O miſerable fociety! here comes 


pray conſider that ſcripture, Rev. vi. 8. 
him. | 
ungodly, no, but hel] goeth with him. 


death and hell unto you. Death goeth into your 
body, and ſeparates body and foul aſunder; hell 


ſtands without, as I may ſay, to embrace, or ra- 


ther to cruſh your ſou] between its everlaſting 
grinders. Then your mirth, your joy, your ſin- 
ful delight will be ended when this comes to pals, 
Lo it will come, bleſſed are all thoſe, that thro' 


: Jeſus Chriſt bis B by faith do eſcape theſe 


- toul- 


bes um, @. 33 - & was 


bot > 


the Groans of a damned Soul. 
foul. murdering compunione. And in hell he lift up 


his eyes. 


The 3d thing you know that we did obſerve 


15 rom theſe words, was this, That ſome are ſo 


fat aſleep, and ſecure in their ſins, that they 
eres know where they are, until they come in- 
to hell. And that I told you I gather from theſe 


ve 7 Words, In hell he lift up his eyes, Mark, it was 


5 


comes to himſelf, and lift up his eyes. 


in hell he lift up his eyes. Now ſome do under- 
ſtand by theſe words, that he came to himſelf, or 
began to confider with himſelf, or to think with 
himſelf in what eſtate he was, and what he was 
deprired of; which is till a confirmation of the 
thing laid down by me, there it is that they come 
to themſelves ; that is, there they are ſenſible 
where they are indeed ; thus it fares with ſome 
men, that they ſcarce know where they are, till 

they lift up their eyes in hell, It is with thoſe 


people as with them that fall down in a ſwound; 


vou know if a man fall down in a ſwound in one 
room, tho' you take him up and carry him to a- 
2 rother, yet he is not ſenſible where he is, till he 


Truly thus, it is to be feared, it is with many 


, y Poor N they are ſo ſenſeleſs, 10 hard, ſo ſear- 


ed in their conſciences, 1 Tim. iv. 2. that they 


are very ignorant of their ſtate, and when death 

comes, it ſtrikes hem, as it were into a ſwound, 
(except if they die ſuddenly) and ſo they are 
hurried away, and ſcarce know where they died, 
tilh in hell they lift up their eyes: this is he who 


is in his full ſtrength, at eaſe and quiet, Job xxi. 23. 
Ol this ſort are they ſpoken of in Pſal. Ixxiii. 4. 
| 2 


3 Siohs from Hell or, 


but their firength is firm : they are not troubled 
as Other folk, neither are they plagued as other 
men. And again, They ſpend their days in wealth, 
and in a moment, mark, in a moment, before they 
are aware, they go down to the grave, Job xxi. 13. 


daily experience; ſometimes when we go to vi- 
ſit them that are fick in the towns: and places 
= #& Where we live, ob! how ſenſeleſs, how ſeared in 
| their conſciences are they? They are neither ſen- 
ſible of heaven nor of hell, of fin, nor of a Savi- 
our; ſpeak to them of their condition, and the 
ſtate of their ſouls, and you ſhall find them as 
ignorant as if they had no ſouls to regard. O- 
thers, though they lie ready to die, yet they are 
buſying themſelves about their cutward affairs, 
as if they were to live and enjoy the {ame for e- 
ver. Again, come to others, ſpeak to them a- 
bout the ſtate of their ſouls, though they have n 
more experience of the new birth than a beaſt, 


they had the moſt excellent experience of any 
man or woman in the world, faying, I Hall 


world: nay, thus many of them are, even an hour 

or leſs before their departure. Ah! poor ſouls, 
though you may go away here like a lamb, as 
the world ſays, yet, if you could but follow them 
EP | 2 


get & 
1 

1 

1- 


where he ſaith, There are no hands in their death, 


Indeed this is too much known by woful and 


yet will they ſpeak as confideatly of their eter- 
nal eſtate, and the welfare of their ſouls, as if 


[ have peace, when, as | ſaid, even now, the Lord 
It Knows they are ignorant of the new dirth, of 
N the nature and operation of faith, of the witneſs 
the Spirit of Chriſt in any of the ſaints in the | 
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35 the Groans of a damned Soul. 35 
d Wa little, to liand and liſten, ſoon after their de- 
r Wparture, it is to be feared, you ſhould hear them 
55 bs ore like a lion at their firlt entrance into hell, 
y | 4h ar worſe than ever did Korah, &c. when they 
3- vent down quick into the ground, Numb. xvi. 
* IG 32, 33, 34, 35- 
| q Now by this one Sg doth the devil take great Z 
| ne on the hearts of the ignorant, ſuggeſt- 
ing unto them that the party deceaſed departed 
Jo quietly, that, alas! without all doubt they are 
3 gone to reſt and joy; when, alas ! it is to be fear- 
ed, the reaſon why they went away ſo quietly, 


3 


E 1 


s was rather becauſe they were ſenſeleſs and har- 
* *Wened, yea, dead before in fins and treſpaſſes: 
re A for, had they but iome awakening on their death- 
8, Ted, as ſome have had, they would have made 


all the town to ring out their doleful condition; 
. bur becauſe they are ſeared and jpnorant, and fo 
on <1 lepart quietly, therefore the world takes heart 
at graſs, (as we uſe to ſay) and makes no great 
. natter of living and dying, they cannot tell how; 


* 

if i berefore pride compaſſeth them as a chain, Pſal. 
09 1 1 xxiii. 6. But let them look to themſelves, for 
1 they have not an intereſt in the Lord Jeſus now, 


rd Fhile they live in the world, they will, whether 
of | þ Ney die raging or ſtill, go into the ſame place, 

ſs and lift up their eyes in hell. 
he O my friends, did you but know what miſe- 
as able condition they are in, that go out of this 
Is, world without an intereſt in the Son of God, it 
ould make you ſmite upon your thigh, and in 
bitterneſs of your ſouls cry out, Acts xvi. 30, 31. 
Men and brethren, what ſhall we do to be ſaved? 
And 


m 
2 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


And in hell he lift up bis eyes, And indeed I ” 


ignorant, yet in hell they ſhall lift up their eyes: A 


clude they have faith, the Spirit, good hope, 


_ Sighs from Hell : of, 
And not only ſo, but you would not be comfort- 
ec! until you did find a reſt for your ſoul in the mw 


Something in brief I have obſerved from the 8 
firſt part of this verſe, namely, from theſe words, 


have only obſerved ſomething ; for they are very 4 
full of matter, and many things might be taken | 195 
notice of in them. There is one thing more that 
I might touch upon, as touched in this ſaying, I 
and that is, methinks that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt |! 
doth hereby ſignify, that men are naturally un- 
willing toſee or take any notice of their ſad ſtate, | . 
I ſay. by nature; but tho' now they are willingly 4 


that is, in hell they ſhall ſee and underſtand their 
miſerable condition; and therefore to theſe words if 
In hell he lift up his eyes, he adds, being in tor- y 
ments, As if he had ſaid, Tho” once they were bh: 
willingly ignorant, 2 Pet. iii. 5. yet when they . 
depart into hell they ſhall be ſo miſerably handled 4 
and tormented, that they ſhall be forced to lift 

up their eyes. While men live in this world: 4 
and are in a natural (tate, they will have a good % 

conceit of themſelves, and of their condition, 75 
they will conclude they are Chtiſtiaas, that A- 
braham is their father, Mat. iii, 9, and their 
ſtate to be as good as the beſt; they will con- 


and an intereſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; but then 
when they drop into hell, and lift up their eyes 
there, and behold firſt their ſouls to be in ex- 


treme torment; - their dwelling to be the ee . 
| eſs 


the Groans of a damned Soul. 37 
leſs pit, their company thouſands of damned ſouls; 
alſo the company of devils; and the hot ſcalding 
tesa of God, not only to drop, but to fall 
*Fery violently upon them; then they will be 
4 & wakned, who all their life time were in a lleep: 
ſay, when this comes to paſs, lo it will, then in 
„hell they ſhall lift up their eyes, in the midi of 
2 7 orments ſhall they lift up their eyes. 
# Again, you may obſerve in theſe words: Be- 
> ing in torments, that the time of the ungodly” 1 
it | 1 FJmartiog for their fins, will be in the torments 
pf hell. Now here I am put to a ſtand, when L 
. q tonſider the torments of hell into which the dams 
ty bed do fall. O unſpeakable torments ! O end- 
. 5 1 eſs torments! Now that thy ſoul may be made 
o fly from theſe intolerable torments into which 
4. he damned do go, I ſhall ſhew you briefly what 
( pre the torments of hell. Fir/?, by the names 


of it. Secondly, by the ſad ſtate thou wilt be in, 


re! * N | 
fe q thou comeſt there. Firſt, The names: It is 
| 6 1 alled a never - dying worm, Mark i ix. 44. It is 


Fal led an oven, fire hot, Mal. iv, 1. It is called 
d. furnace, a fiery furnace, Mar. x xiii. 42. It is 
od, 1 * alled the bottomle/+ pit, the unquenchable fire, 
4 re and brimſtone, hell. ire, the lake of fire, de- 
pouring fire, everlaſting fire, eternal fire, aſiream 
fre, Rev. xx. 
1. One part of thy torments will be this, Thou 
alt have a full light of thy ill-ſpent life, from, 


e 
ip brit to laſt; though here thou canſt fin to day, 
ves bn! forget it by to-morrow; yet there thou ſhait 
7 e made to remember how thou didſt fin againft 
ex- | 
om · Ted at luck 2 time, and in ſuchi a place, for ſuch 


— 


leſs 1 8 D ts — 


38 Sight from Helle or, 
be thing, and with ſuch an one, which will be an| 
hell unto thee, Plal. I. 21. Ced will fet then 
in order before thine eyes. 1 
2. Thou ſhalt have the guilt of hens all tying : 
heavy on thy foul. not only the guilt of one o 
two, but the guilt of them altogether, and there 6. 
they ſhall lie on thy ſoul, as if thy belly were full 1 
of pitch, and ſet on a light fire. Here men can} : 
| ſometimes think on their firs with delight, but 
there with unſpeakable torment ; for that I un. 
derſtand to be the fire that Chrilt ſpeaks 01 
which ſhail never be quenched, Mark viii. 43. 44, 
45, 46, While men live here, O how doth the 
guilt of one fin ſometimes cruſh the ſou}! it make 

a man in ſuch plight that he is weary of his life 
ſo that he can neither reſt at home nor abroad, 
neither up nor in bed. Nay, I do know, that 

they have been ſo tormented with tbeguilt of 0 

ſinful thought, that they have been even at theit 

wits-end, and have hanged themſelves. But: 0 

now when thou comeſt into hell, and haſt not 
only one or two of an hundred firs, with the 
auilt of them all upon thy foul and body, but all A 
0 ' rhy firs that ever thou didſt commit ſince thou! 1 
11 camelt into the world, altogether clapt on my 1 

conſcience at one time, as one ſhould clap a red 
hot iron to thy breaſt, asd there to continue ro 1 
all eternity; this is miſerable. _ 

3. Again, then thou ſhalt have brought i int 
thy rem<mberance, the {lighting ot the goſpel oi 
Chriſt; here thou ſhalt conſider how willing 
Chiilk was to come into the world to ſave fie 
gers, and for wnat a trifle thou didſt 3 
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the Groans of a damned Saul. 29 
his is plainly held forth in Iſa, xxviii. where 
ben ſſpeaking of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the foun Jation 

pf ſalvation, verſe 15. he faith of them that re- 
ring ect the goſpel, that when the over flowing ſcourge 
= paſs through the earth, which I underitand- 
:eref to be at the end of the world, then ſaith he, /z 


A 


full Vall take you morning by mor ning, by day and _ 


can | 


Sy night ſhall it paſs over you ; that is, con- 
bur Finually with any intermiſhon. And it ſhall be 
un“ E vexalion only to hear the report. A vexation; 
of, ky hat is, a torment, or a great part of hell, only 


44%, o underſtand the report, to underſtand the good 


the ; . by Chriſt's death, 
akes for poor ſinners: and you will nnd this verily to 
life pe the mind of the Spirit, if you compare it with 
oad, Ma. liii. 1. where he ſpeaks of mens turning their 
that, 4 backs upon the tenders of God's grace in the go- 
one pel, he ſaith, Mo hath believed our report? 
heil or che goſpel declared by us? Now this will be 
Bu s mighty torment to the ungodly, when they ſhall 

not underſtand the goodneſs of God was ſo great, 
the q That he even ſent his Son out of his boſom, ta # 
t all Wie for ſinners, and yet that they ſhould be ſo 
thou Fooliſn as to put him off from one time to ano- 
) thy} 9 ther; that they ſhould be ſo fooliſh as to lofe hea» 
z red} 75 en, and Chriſt, and etern#1 life and glory, for 
ve tothe ſociety of a company of drunkards ; that theyꝰ 
11091 loſe their ſouls for a little ſport, for the 


into world, for a ſtrumpet, for that which is lighter 
del o than vanity and nothing; I ſay, this will be a 
lliagg very great torment unto thee. | 
e fin 4. Another part of thy torment will be this, 
him thou malt ſee thy friends, thy acquaintance, thy 
3 _—_ 


4 „ weith thy friends and thy neighbours, thy wife 
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, by the might of his glorious power: as ſaid 


„ Siebe e Hell; or, A 
veighbours ; nay, it may be, thy father, thy mo- 
ther, thy wife, thy huſband, thy children, thy 4 
brother, thy ſiſter, with others in the kingdom 
of heaven, and thyſelf thruſt out, Luke xiii. 28 1 
There ſhall be weeping, &c. when thou ſhall lj 
Abraham your father, and Iſaac, and Jacob, 10. 
gether with your brethren the «prophets, in the 1 
| kingdom of heaven, and yourſelves thruſt out. 
Nay, he ſaith, they ſhall come from the eaſt, and f | 


from the weſt that is, theſe thou didſt never 
Tee all thy life before, and they ſhall fir down $ 


aud thy children, in the kingdom of heaven; and 
thou, for thy ſins and diſobedience, ſhall be nut 
out, nay, thruſt out. O wonderful torment ! 1 

= Again, thou ſhalt have none but a company | 
of damned ſou!s, with an innumerable company 
of devils to keep company with thee, While 
thou art here in this world, the very thought , 
of the devils appearing to thee, makes thy fl=(hw# 
"to tremble, and thy hair to (ſtand upright on thy 
head: but, O! what will you do, when not only 9 
the ſuppoſition of the devils appearing, but the 
real ſociety of the devils of hell will be with von 
nowling and roriog, ſcreeching and roring in ſuch * 
a hidecus manner, that you will be even at your 
wits-end, and be ready to run ſtark mad | again 2 
for anguiſh and torment, 0 
6. Again, that you may be tormented 1 to pur 
oſs, the mighty God of heaven will lay as grea 
Wrath and vengeance upon you as ever he can 


before, you ſhall have bis wrath, not by drops, 
but 


— 
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but by whole ſhowers ſhall it come, thunder, 


no. 

thy thunder, thunder, upon thy body and ſoul ſo 
om faſt, and ſo thick, that thou ſhalt be tormented 
2300 ut of meaſure. And ſo ſaith the ſcripture, 


ol g Theſ.i. 19, fpeaking of the wicked, ho ſhall 
Pe puniſhed with everlaſiing deſtruction from the 
1 preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
out bower, when the ſaints ſhall be admiring his 
10 zoodneſs and glory. Again, this thou ſhalt have, 
ver #5 ſaid before, without any intermiſſion, thou e 
wal 4 Lal not have any eaſe fo long as while a. 
ife,) Pan may turn himſelf round; thou ſhalt have it 


and Wins: every hour, day and night; for their 
ui orm never dies, but always gnaws, and their 
t! 4 fre is never quenched, as it is written in Mark ix. 


any, 7. Again, in this condition thou muſt be for 


oer, and that is as ſad as all the reſt, For if 
* 


"any | 
pile“ 1 man were to have all his ſins laid to his charge, 
b nd communion with devils, and as much wrath 


fle s the great God of heaven can inili upon him; 
ſay, if it were but for a time, even ten thon- & 

I nd years, and ſo end, there would be ground 
1 hl df comfort, and hopes of deliverance ; but here 

von thy miſery, this is thy fiate forever, Ge thou 
duch puſt be for ever, when thou lookeſt about thee, 
a ſeeſt what an innumerable company of how 
g devils thou art 2mongſt, thou ſhalt think this 
1 Leaio, this is my portion for ever. When thou 
pur Paſt heen in hell ſo many thouſand years, as there 
oreal Pre ſtars in the firmament, or drops in the ſea, 


your 
ga! 


cap 
ſaid} 
rops, 
but 


r ſands on the ſea-ſhore, yet thou baſt to ly 
here for ever. O this one word erer bow will 
© torment thy ſoul ! 


D 3: CY Friends, 


42 Sie hs from Hell : or, 

Friends, I * only given a very ſhort rouchſf 
of the torments of hell. Oh! I am ſet. I am; 
fet, and am not able to utter what my mind con- 
ceives of the torments of hell; yet, this let . 
ſay to thee, accept of God's mercy through our? 
Lord Jeſus, leſt thou feel that in thy conſcience 
which 1 cannot expreſs with my tongue, and 
fay, 1 am ſorely tormented in this flame. by 

And feeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in 
_ his beſcm, When the damned are in this pitiful 
ate, ſurrounded with fears and terrors, with'% 
rorments, and vengeance, one thing they ſhall 
have, which is this, they ſhall ſee the happy andy 
bleſſed ſtate of God's children: he ſeeth Abra. 1 
ham afar of, and Lazarus in his boſom which 4 
as ] ſaid before, is the happy ſtate of the ſaint I 
hen this life is ended. This now ſhall be ſo 4 
far from being an eaſe unto them, that it wall 1 
molt wonderfully aggravate and heighten. thei 
iorment, as I ſaid before. There ſhall be wee. 
ing, or cauſe of lamentation, when they ſhall ſeri 
Hora ham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom 4 
heaven, and tbemſelve, thrufl out, ® 

1. Ovferve, thoſe that die in their fins, are fall 4 
from going to heaven; he „eth Abraham afar 
| of, and Lazarus in bo b;jom. And indeed 1 1 
is jaſt with God to deal with them that die in 
their ſins according to what they have Cone, and 
to make them who are far from righteoulneſs nows 
to be far from heaven to all eternity. Hearke þ 
to this, ye Houi- hearted, that are far from right 


reouſneſs, ae that are reſolved to go on in * 
1658 
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uch ſias, when you die you will be far from heaven; 
am] you will ſee Lazarus, but it will be afar off, _ 
con · 2 Again, he ſeeth Abraham afar . and Lazar 
me fru. in his boſom. 

our Theſe are ſome of the things the Ane do 
nc Pebol ſo ſoon as they come into torment, Mark, 
and nd he ſeeth Lazarus in Abraham's boſom. Lav 
5 zarus, Who was he? Why, even he that was ſo 
„in igbied, fo diſregarded, ſo undervalued by this 
riful ungodly one, while he was in the world, he ſeeth 


with Lazarus in his beſom. 

ſhall From whence obſerve, that thoſe who live and 
and Hie the enemies of the ſaints of God, let them 
pra- be never ſo great and ſtout, let them bear never 


hi ich 2 much ſway while they are in the world, let 
aints let them brag and boaſt never ſo much while 
E ſo hey are here, they ſhall in ſpite of their teeth 
ſha 1 ſee the ſaints; yea, the poor ſaints, even the 
bein azarus's, or the ragged ones that belong to Je- 
beep. Fas, to be in better condition than themſelves ? 
, ſe P who do you think was in the beſt condition? 
m „5 Vho do you think ſaw themſelves in the beſt 
Fondition, he that was in hell, or he that was 
e la in heaven! He that is in darkneſs, or he that is 
a ar" 1 Io light ? He that is in everlaſting joy, or he that 
ed "1 is in everlaſting torments? The. one with God, 
ie i Chriſt, ſaints, angels: the other in tormenting 
„an 4 ames, under the curſe of God's eternal hatred, 
now with the devils and their angels, together with 
rkenn innumerable company of howling, roaring, 
right ling, everburning reprobates? Certainly this 
vouf bſervation will be eaſily proved to be true here 
ſigzſn this world, by him * looks on it with an un- 
„ derflag@ng 


ak Sighs from Hell : or, 
derſtanding 3 and will clear itſelf to be true, 
in the world to come, by ſuch as ſhall go either 
to heaven or hell, 75 
The ſecond obſervation from theſe words, i 
And ſeeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 3 
boſom, is this, They that are the perſecutors of 4 
the ſaints of the Lord, now in this world, ſhall 6 
ſee the perſecuted ones to be they that are ſo #0 
highly eſteemed by the Lord, as to fit or be in 1 5 
Abraham's boſom, in everlaſting glory, though 
the enemies to the children of God did ſo light- . 
by eſteem them, that they ſcorned to let them i 
gather up the dogs meat that feil under their 
table. This is alſo verified and held forth plain- 1 
ly by this parable, and therefore be not grieved, 
O ye that are the tempred, perſecuted, afflicted, 
| fighing praying ſaints of the Lord, though your 
adverſaries look upon you now with a diſdainful, 
ſorly, rugged, proud and haughty countenance, | 
yet the time ſhall come when ny ſha d ipy you 
in Abraham's boſom. 1 
I-might enlarge upon theſe things, but ſhall 0 
leave them to the Spirit of ihe Lord. which can 
better, by ten thouſand degrees, enlarge them ou 
thy heart and conſcience, than I can upon 9 8 
piece of paper: therefore leaving thoſe to the 
bleſſing of God, I ſhali come to the next verſe, 
and ſhall be brief in ſpeakiog to that allo, and 
10 paſs to the reſt. 


I. 


vrass "VE And he cried, and ſaid, Father A. Hi. 
braham, have mercy upon me, and fend Las 
zarus, that ve may dip the tip ef his finger in 

N 
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ewater, and cool my tongue: for am tore 
mented i in this flame. 


ve, 
jet 


ou r ] told you that verſe 22.132 
diſcovery of the departure of the r 
of Y nd the ungodly out of this life, where he ſaith, 
all #7: beggar died, and the rich man died all; 
0 7 he 23d verſe is a diſcovery of the proper 3 
in 1 Poth of the godly and ungod ly after death; one 
"gh 1 deing in Abraham's boſom, or in glory; the o- 
her in hell: Now verſe 24. is a diſcovery of 


ds,“ 1 , 


. # 
1 


his ® CY Fe 


Lis 
em art of the too late repentance of the ungodly, 


2eir 1 


when they are dropt into hell. And he cried, 


in- 0 nd ſaid, Father Abraham, have mercy on me. 
ed, | | From the words, And he cried, we may obſerve. 
ed, WH Firſt, What a change the vngodly will have 
our When they cone into hell. He cried: It is like 


e was laughing, jeſting, jeering, drinking, mock- ® 
g, ſwearing, curling, prating, perſecuting of 
; be godly i in his proſperity, among bis filthy com- 
P 1n:ons; but now the caſe is otherwiſe, now he 
5 S in another frame, now his proud, ſtout, curriſh- 
Fowach is come down. And he cried. The 
1 ughter of the ungodly will not laſt always, 
hut will be ſure to end in a cry; The 1riumphe 
ng of the wicked is ſhort, Job xx. 5. Conſider, 
ou muſt have a change either here or in hell. 
f you be not new creatures, regenerate perſons, 
ew born babes in this world, before you go 
ence, your note will be changed, your condi- 
ion will be changed; for if you come into hell, 
La. ou muſt cry, O did but the ſinging drunkards, 
hw ven they # are making merry on the ale-bench, “ 
ters z think 


46 Sight from Hell: or, | 
thiok on this it would make them change their 
note, and cry, What ſhall Ide? Whither ſhail [ 
go when I die? But as I faid before, the devil, 
as he labours to get poor ſouls to follow their 


fins, ſo he labours alſo to keep the thoughts of 
eterna damnation out of their minds; and in- 


deed, theſe two things are ſo nearly linked toge- 
ther, that the devil cannot well get the ſoul to 
go on in ſin with delight, usleſs he can keep the 
thoughts of that terrible after-clap out of their 


minds alſo. 


But Jet them know, that it ſh4ll not be always 


thus with them; for if when they depart, they 


drop down into eternal deſtruction, they ſhall- 


have ſuch a ſenſe. of their fins, and the paniſh- 
ment due to the ſame, that it ſtrall make them to 
cry. And he cried, O what an alteration will 
there be among the ungodly when they go out 
of the world ; it may bea fortnight or a month 
| before their departure, they were light, Rout, 


#*farly, driokiag themſelves drunk, flighting God's 


people, mocking at goodneſs and delighing in 


fins, following the world ſeeking after riches, # 
faring deliciouſly, keeping company with the 
braveſt, but now they are drop! down into hell, 


S they cry, A little while ago they were paint. 


ing their faces, feeding their luſts, following 


their whores, robbing their neighbours, reiliog 
of lies, following of plays and ſports to paſs a- 
way the time; but now they are in hell, they 
docry. It may be, laſt year, they heard ſome 
& good {ermons, were invited to receive heaven, 

Were told their fins would be pardened if they 


cloſed | 
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cloſed in with Jeſus, but they reſuſed his prof- 
lers, and ſlighting the grace that was once ten- 
dred, they are now in hell, and do cry. Before, 
they had ſo much time, (they thought) that 
ttey knew not how to ſpend it, unleſs it were in 
hunting and whoring, in dancing and playing, and 
ſ dending whole hours, yea, days, in the luſts of 
the fleſh: but when they depart into another 
place, and begin to lift up their eyes in hell, and 
, Wconſider their miſerable and irrecoverable. con- 

dition, they will cry. 

O what a condition wilt thou fall into, when 
thou doſt depart this world, if thou depart un- 
converted, and not born again, thou hadſt better 
have been ſmothered the firſt hour when thou 
waſt born; thou hadſt better have been plucked 
one limb from another; thou hadſt better have 
been a dog, a toad, a ſerpent, nay, any other 


e and this you will find to be true, when 
hell chou doſt lift up thine eyes, and doſt cry. 
1 2 — chen, before we go any further, we may 
es, Pee, that it is not without good grounds, that 
the [theſe words are here ſpcken by our Lord, that 
an, Nhen any of the ungodly do depart into hell, 
at- (cy will cry, cry: Why ſo? _ : 
ing} + They will cry to think tbey ſhould be cut - 
ling dif from the land of the living, never more to | 

s a- Pave any footing therein. 
ney . 2. They will cry to think that the goſpel of 


me: Fbriſt ſhould be lo often proffered to them, yet , 
ven, bey are not profited by it. 
they | | 2s They 
fed 


creature in the . than to die uncoj- 


j 
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they would never fo willing!y repent and be ſay- 
| - ed, yet they are palt all recovery. 


| & ſeparated from God, Chriſt, and the 8 80 of er. 
6. To think that their crying will now do 
muſt ſtand at the left-hand of Chriſt, amongſt an 

innumerable company of damned ones. | 


once they lighted, muſt be of them that muſt 


F 
3. They will cry to think, that pow, though 


. They will cry to think that they were ſo i 
fooliſh as to follow their pleaſures, when others n 
were following Chriſt, Luke xiii, 28. 4 

5. They will cry to think that they muſt be 


heaven, and that for ever. 
them no good. 5 
7. To think that at the day of judgment they 
8. They will cry to think, that Lazarus, whom 


fit down with Chriſt to judge, or together with 
Chriſt to paſs a ſentence of condemnation on inte 


their ſouls for ever and ever, 1 Cor. vi. 2, 3. ha 


9. Cry to think that when the judgment is Morn 


over, and others are taken into the everlaſting War: 


kingdom of glory, then they muſt depart back a- War; 


gain into the dungeon of darkneſs from whence Wer. 
they came out, to appear before that terrible i. 
- tribunal, where they ſhall be tormented fo longfWmay 

as eternity lalts, without the leaſt intermiſſion hat 


- am 

How ſayeſt thou, O thou wanton, proud, t m. 
ſwearing, lying, ungodly wretch ! Whether this eſu 
is to be lighted and made a mock at? And a-Wo bt 
gain, tell me now, if it be not better leave ſin, The f 
and to cloſe with Chriſt Jeſus, notwithſtandinghpngo 
that reproach you ſhall meet with for ſo doing, iii. 

than 


d:; 
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han to live a little while in this world in plea» 


Ind to cry? O conſider, I fay, conſider Dine 


hriſt, leſt you lift up your eyes in hell, and 
Very for anguiſh of ſpirit. 
Aud he cried, and ſaid, &c 


entable condition of the damned, and their 
amentable howling and crying out under their 


Ns I ſaid before, their too late repentanci, and 


That by their fins they have plunged themſelves 


bat the damned have, to be delivered from thoſe 
orments that they are nowin ; © father Abra- 
dam. ſaith he, have mercy upon me, and ſend La- 
Farus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in wa- 
er, and cool my tongue, for | am tormented in 


ay have ſome difficulty in them. It is poſhble 
hat ſome may think them to be meant of Abra- 


t may be ſome may underſtand it to be God, or 
Jeſus Chriſt his Son, which I rather ſuppoſe ; it 
0 be, that is here cried unto, becauſe you find 


ngodly, in other places of ſcripture, as in Luke 


ng, iii. 25, 26. Then 7 they ſay, Lord, Lord, we 
12a : | Har. 


ares and feeding thy luſts, in neglecting the wel- 
fare of thy ſoul, and refuſing to be jultified by a 
Meſus, and in a moment to drop down to hell, 


{| Theſe words do not only hold forth the la- 


ne ſame cry to him, as it were uttered by the 


# nd put not off the tenders of our Lord Jeſus 


nguiſh of ſpirit, but alſo they do ſignify to us, 


ſo that they would very willingly, if ey might, 
de ſet at liberty from that everlatung miſery, 


nto; I ſay, theſe words do hold forth a defire 


bis flame. Theſe words, Father Abraham, may 


- 


am, and thoſe that cry out here to be Jews, or, 


2 * * my 2 5 * 
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a pen. 
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have eat and drunk in thy preſence, and thou haſt 
taught in our ſtreets ; nay, more, in thy name 
have we caſt out devils, and in thy name done 
many wonderful works. This was juſt at their 
rejection. Again, in Mat. xxv. 11. they cry a- 
gain to him, even ts Jeſus, Lord, Lord, open 
0 us. And he there gives them ** a repulſe, 
as alſo in this parabie. | 
But however, or whoſoever Abraham i is, yet 
theſe truths may be obſerved from the words: 


1. That the damned, when in an irrecovera- | 


- ble eſtate, will ſeek for, or deſire deliverance from 
the wrath that they are, and ſnall be in, for eter- 
nity. Surely in the floods of great waters, they 

all not come nigh unto him. 

2. That they will pray (if 1 may ſo call it) 
earneſtly for deliverance from their miſerable e- 
' ſtate, Theſe two things are clear from the words; 

for, mark, he not only ſaid, but he cried Father 

Abraham, have mercy upon me: from whence 

take a third obſervation, and that is, there is a 

time coming, wherein, though men ſhall both 

cry and pray, yet they are like to have no mer- 

cy at the hand of God; for fo was this man ſer- 

- ved, as | ſhall further new, by and by, when I 
come to it. 

Some people are fo deluded by the devil, as 

to think that God is ſo merciful, as to own and 

ve gard any thing for prayer, they think any thing 

w || po for current and good ſatis faction while they 

are here in this world, through ignorance of the 

nature ot the mercy of God, and the knowlege 


1 


* 


3 


3, 


in what way God is ſatisfied tor ſinners, Now, 
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i ſay, through ignorance they think, that if they 


e I do but mutter over ſome form of prayers, though 
they know not what they ſay, nor what they 
requeſt, yet God is ſatisfied, yea, very well fa- 
tisſied with their doings, when, alas! there is 
nothing leſs. O friends, I beſeech you-to look 
ab ut you, and ſeek in good earnelt for the Spirit 
of Chriſt ſo to help you now, to ſtrive and pray, 
et Wand to enable you to lay bold on Chrilt, that 
our ſouls may be ſaved, left the time come, 
2- Mwhen, though you cry, and pray, and wiſh alſo 
m that you had laid hold on the Lord Jeſus, yer 
r- Wyou mult, and ſhall be damned. 
'y Then again. you may ſee, that though Ged 
be willing to ſave ſinners at ſome time, yet this 


t) Dime doth not al: ways laſt No, be that can nd 


e- Win his heart to turn his back upon Jeſus Chriſt 
s: Moow, ſhall have the back turned on him hereafter, 
er ohen they may pray and cry for mercy, and yet 
ce Moo without it; God wili have a time to meet with 
a em who now do not ſerk after him: they ſhall 
th have a time, yea, time enough to repent their fol- 
r- My, and to befool themſelves for turning their 
r- backs upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 7 wilt laugh 
I ot thetr calamity, (faith he) and mock when their 
gar cometh, Prov. i. 26. | 

as Apain, this ſhould lon us totake liſe while 
d Wit is proffered, leſt we repent of our unbelief and 
ag rebellion when we are deprived of it. Ab! friends, 
ey time is precious; I have ſometimes thought 
he Iſo with myſelf; put the caſe, the Lord ſhould 
ge ſend wo or three of his ſervanis, the miniſters 
„ of the goſpe! to hell, among the damned, with 
| E 2 | 55 this 
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be is under the wrath of Ged, row he is in hell 


ine, for my poor ſoul's ſake, ſend me a liitle mercy. 


| ungod!y have a deſire of mercy, but what thoſe 


glad . 


this mates Go ye to hell, and preach my 
grace to thoſe that are there : let your ſermon 
de an hour long, and hold forth the merits of m 
Son's birth, righteouſneſs, death, reſurreAion | 
aſcenſion, and interceſſion, with all my love ui 
bim, and proffer it to them, telling them, tha 
now once, and but once, do I proffer the mean; 
of reconciliation to them. They who are noy 
roaring. being paſt hope, would then leap at thi 
leaſt proffers of grace and mercy. Oh! the 
that cou'd ſpend whole days, weeks, nay years 
in the rejecting the Son of God, would now bY 
glad of one tender of that mercy, 1 ſaith 
he, have mercy en me. 

Again, From theſe words you may obſerve, 
That mercy would be welcome, when ſouls ar 
under judgment: now this ſoul is in the fire, noy 


_ there to be tormented : now he is with the de 
vils and damned fpirits ; now he feels the ven— 
geance of God: Now, ch now, have mercy upo 

me! Here you may fee that mercy is prized b) 
them that are in hell, they would be glad if the d 
could have it. Father Abraham, have mercy or 


And ſend Lazarus, that he may dip the tip 
tis finger in water, and cob my tongue, 
Theſe worcs do not only hold forth, that the 


ov ww ww „ wy % = wo 


mercies are, that thoſe poor creatures would be 


1. To have the company of, Lazarus granted 


to 


vengeance of God upon thee, Pial, lviii. 
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to them. Father Abraham, ſend Lazarus, 
Now Lazarus was he that was beloved of God, 
and alſo he that was hated of them, Therefore, 
2. Obſerve, that thoſe ſaints that the world, 
in their life-time, could not endure, now they 


are departed, they wou'd be glad to have focie- 
ty with them. O gow ſend Lazarus! though 
the time was that I cared not for him, yet now 


let me have ſome ſociety with him. Though 
the world diſregard the ſociety of God's childrcn 


now, yet there is a time coming, in which they 


J would be glad to have the leait company with 
them. Nay, do but obſerve thoſe of the ſaints 
that are now moſt rejected by them, even from 
them ſhall they be glad of comfort, if it might. 
be: Send Lazarus, he that I have ſliphred more 
than my dogs; he that I could not endure ſhovid 
come into my houſe, but muſt lie at my gate, 
fend him. Now Lazarus ſhall be welcome to 
me, now I defire ſome comfort from him 3 bat 
he ſhall go without it. 
From whence again obſerve, that there is a 


time coming, O ye ſurly dogged perſecutots of A 


the ſaints, that they ſhall light you as much as 
ever you flighted them. You have given them 
many a hard word, told many a lie of them, gi- — 
ven them many a blow; and in your greateſt 
need and extremity they ſhall not pity you. The 
righteous ſhall rather rejoice when he ſeeth the 


Again, Send Lazarus. From whence nbſerve, 
that any of the ſaints ſhall then be owned by you 
to be laints, . N ow you look upon them to be 
„ SS the 
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the feQ with Hymeneus and Philetus, but then 
you ſhall ſez them to be the Lazarus's of God, 
even God's dear children. Tho' now the Lord's 
ſaints will not be owned by you, becauſe they are 
deggarly, low, poor, and contemptible; yet thei 
day is coming when ye ſhall own them, geſire theirff 

com pany,andwiſh for the leaſt courtely from them, 

That he may dip the tip of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue. Thus thall the ſouls wholl 
abide in their hns cry out in the bitterneſs of their] 
ſpirit, with wonderfal anguith and torment off 
conſcience, without intermifſiop, that he may dip 
the tip of Fe finger in water, and cool my tongue. 
That he, namely, the man whom I ſcorned ſhould 
eat with the dogs of my flock, he that before [ 
ſlighied, and ſhut out of doors. 

Now theſe words, that he may dip ihe 4 of 
his finger in water, and cool my tongue, do hoid 
forth that the damned would be glad of the leaſt 
favour, mercy, or comfort, tho? it were but one 
drop of cold water on the tip of the finger. One 


i Fe would think this but a ſma'l requeſt, a ſmall cour- 
de 


iy; one drop of cold water, what is that? 


Take a pale of it, if it will do you any good. 
But mark, he is not permitted to have one drop, i 
4 no not ſo much as a man may hold on the tip of 


his finger: this ſignifies, that they that fall ſhort 


of Chriſt ſhall be tormented even as long as eter- 


nity laſteth, and ſhall not have ſo much as the 
leaſt eaſe, no not ſo Jong as while a man can turn 
himſelf round, not ſo much as to ſwallow his 
b pittle, not one Jrop of cold water. O that theſe 
gs did take place! in yorr _— how would 
it 
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IS cioling with the tenders of mercy, leſt you par- 


vater to cool my tongue: for 1 am tormented in 


I they do not ſeriouſly conſider the torments that 


finger in water, od cool my tongue ? Becauſe 
W ibatas the ſeveral members of the body have their 
„ hare in lin, and committing of that, fo the le» 


is admoniſhing his diſciples, that they ſhould not 


the Groans of a damned Soul. +55 

it make you to ſeek after reſt for your fouls be- 
fore it be too Jate, before the ſun of the goſpel 
be ſet upon you. Conſider, I ſay, the miſery the 
ungodly ſhall be in, and avoid their vices, by 


take of the ſame portion with them, and cry out 
in the bitterneſs of your fouls, One drop of cold N 


17s fame. 
Indeed, the reaſoa why the poor world do not 
ſo earceſily pray for mercy, is, partly, becauſe 


they mult certainly fall into, if they die out of 
Chriſt; for, let me tell you, did but poor ſouls 
conſider that wrath that doth by right fall to their 
ares, becauſe of their ſins againſt God, they 
would make more haſte to God, through Chriſt, 
for mercy, than they do; then we ſhould hear 
them fay, It is good cloſing with Chriſt to- days. 
before we fall into ſuch diſtreſs. 

But why is it ſaid, Let him dip the lip of bir 


vera! members of the body ſhall at that time be 
puniſhed for the ſame; therefore when Chriſt. 


turn aſide from him, and that they ſhould rather 
dreadand fear the power of their God, than another 
power, he ſaith, Fear him therefore that can caſt | 
both foul and body into hell, Luke xii. 5, Here 
is not one member only, but all the body, the 


whole — Ps of which the heads, feet, eyes, ears 
| and: 


50 Sighs from Hell : or, 
and tongue are members, and I am perſuaded, 
that though this may be judged carnal by ſome 
now, yet it will appear to be a truth to the greaterſſ 
miſery of thoſe, who ſhall be forced to undergof | 
that which God, and his juſt judgment ſhall in.“ 
flict vpon them. O then, they will cry, one dramj 
LE eaſe for my curfing, ſwearing lying, jeering 
tongue. Some eaſe for my bragging. braving MW 
flattering, threatning, diſſembling tongue. Now 
men can let their tongues run at random, as wei 
_ uſe to ſay ; now they will be apt ta fay, Oar 
tongues are our own, who ſhall contr ro, over us 
Pſal. xii, 4. but then they will be in another 
mind: then, O that I might have a little eaſe 
for my deceitful tongue! Methinks ſometimes 
to conſider, how ſome men do let their tongues 
run at random, it makes me marvel : ſurely tney 
do not thirk they ſhall be made to give an account 
for their offending with their rongve. Did they 
but think that they ſhall be made to give an ac: 
count to him who is ready to. judge the quick 
and the dead, ſurely they would be wary of, andſ 
have more regard unto their tongue. The tongue, 
faith James, is an unruly member, full of S 
poiſon , it ſettetb on fire the whole frame of na. 
ture, and is ſet on fire of hell, Jam iii, 6. Hou 
much miſchief will it {tir up in a very little time ! 
How many blows and wounds doth it cauſe? How 
many times doth it, as James faith, curſe men! 
How oft is the tongue made the conveyer of that 
belliſh poiſon that is in toe heart, both to the 
| diſhonour of God, the hurt of his neighbours, and 
the utter ruin of its own ſonal: and do you think 
85 . the 
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01 gue run as it liſts, and never bring you to an 


ater ccount for the ſame ? No, ſtay, the Lord will 


root always keep filence, but will reprove thee, 
in. Mind ſet thy fics in order before thine eyes, O fin- 
ramMWHer ! yea, and thy tongue together with the reſt 
ringſchof thy members ſhall be tormented for ſioning. 


bis be made light of now, yet the time is com- 
Wing, that many poor ſou's will rue the day that 
ever they did ſpeak with a tongue. O will one 
ay, that I ſhould ſo diſregard my tongue! O that 


my tongue, that I had been born without a tongue! 
mee my tongue, my tongue, a little water to cool my 
ves tongue, for I am tormented in this flame; even that 


ney flame, my tongue, together with the reſt of my 
uni members, by finning, have brought me to. Poor 
neyß ſouls, will Jet their tongue fay any thing for, a 
2c 3:ttie profit, for two pence, or three pence gain, 


And, I ſay, I am very confident, that though 


he Lord will fit till, (as I may ſay) and let thy 


I, when I ſaid ſo and ſo, had before bitten off : 


But, O whaia prief will this be at that day, 


and when they together with their tongue, muſt 


ue ſmart for all that they with their tongues have 
diy Cone while they were in this world. Then you 
2a that love you fouls, look to your tongues, leſt 
ow you bind yourſelves down fo faſt to hell with the 


e! tins of your tongues, that you will never be able 


or to get looſe again to all eternity. For by thy 


„words thou ſhalt be condemned, if you have not 
hai a care of your tongue. But J fay unto you, That 
hel er e every idle word that men hall ſpeak, they 


nd 7 all give account thereef in the day of ee , 
nk Match. xii. 36. 
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Vers? 25. But Abraham ſaid, Son, e 
that thou in thy life time badſt thy good things, 


is comforted, and thou art tormented. 


ſwer, Son, remember, &. 


more tormented, and that by freſh recollections, 
er by bringing afreſh their ill. ſpent life, while 
in the world, to their remembrance; Son, re- 
member, thou hadi good things in thy life time ; 
as much, as if he had ſaid. Thou art now ſenſi- 
ble what it is to loſe thy ſon), thou art now ſen- 
ſible what it is to pur off repentance ; thou art 
now ſenſible how thou haſt befooled thyfeif, i 

that thou didſt ſpend that time in ſeeking five 


_ guiſh of ſpirit in the pains of hell, thou wouldſt 
enjoy that which in former time thou didſt make 
ſlizht of, but alas! thou art here begniled and 


altogether diſappointed, thy crying will now a- 


vail thee nothing at all, this is not the acceptable 
time, 1 Cor. vi. 2. this is not a time to anſwer 


cried out in good earneſt while grace was offered, 


and 


Heſe words are the arſwer to the requeſt 

of the damned. The verfe before, as [| 
told you, is a diſcovery of the deſires they have 
after they depart this world. Here is the an- 


The anſwer ſignißeth this much, that inſtead | 
of having any relief or eaſe, they are hereby the 


outward, momentary, earthly things, which thou 
ſnouldſt have ſpent in ſeeking to make Chriſt Je- 
ſus ſure 19 thy foul: and now; through thy an- 


the defires of damned reprobates; if thon hadit 


much might have ana but chen you was careleſs, 


and likewiſe Lazarus evil things, but now he hy 


2 


the Groans of a damned Soul, 
and did turn the forbearauce and goodneſs of 
God into wantonneſs. Were you not told, that 
hoſe who did not hear the Lord when he did 
call, ſhould not be heard (if they turned away 
from him) when they did call, Prov. i. 24, to 8. 
But contrariwiſe, He will laugh at their calami- 
V. and mock when their fear cometh. 
| Now therefore, inſtead of expecting the leaſt 
in · drop of mercy and favour, call into thy mind 
how you did ſpend thoſe days God did permit 
ad Mou to live; J ſay, remember, that in your life- 
he time you did behave yourſelf rebelliouſly againſt 
ns, the Lord, in that you were careleſs of his word 
ile Hand ordinances, yea, and of the welfare of thine _ 
-2- Non ſoul alſo: therefore now | ſay, inſtead of 
e; Ex pecting or hoping for any relief, you mult be 
Forced to call to remembrance your filthy ways, 
and feed upon them to your everlaſting art 
ent and confuſion, 
From theſe words therefore, which ſay, New | 
member that thou in thy life time hadſt thy god 


ou hinge, take notice, They that by putting off re- 
e- M<ntance and living in their fins, loſe their ſouls, 
n- {hall inſtead of having the leaſt meaſure of com- 
aſt Hort when they come into hell, have their 1. 
ke pent life always very freſh in their remembrance. 
ad hile they live here, they can fin and forget it; 


a- ut when they depart, they ſhail have it before 
pl; hem; they ſhall have a remembrance, or their 
er nemory notably enlightned, and a clearer or con 

Ast. Niinual Gght of all their wicked practices that they 
d, Wrought and did while they were in this world. 
ſs, Pon, remember, ſaith he ; then you will be made 
nd 09 remember, p How 


60 Sig ye Sita Hell or, 

t. How Ke. were born in ſin, and brought up Wi 
in the ſame. 1 

2. How manyatime you had the goſpel preach. * 
ed to you for taking away of the ſame, by him Wh? 

whom the goſpel holds forth. | of 
3. That out of love to your ſins and luſts you {We 
did turn your back on the tenders of the ſame 
goſpel of good tidings and peace. 

4. That the reaſon why you did loſe your ſoul, 
was becauſe you did not cloſe in with free grace, 
and the tenders of a m_ and free · hearted Je- 
ſus Chriſt. , 

1 How near you were to tornisg at ſuch and 
fach a time, only you was willing to give way 
to your luſts when they wrought ; to drunkards 
when they called, to pleaſures when they prof- 
fered themſelves, to the cares and incumbrances 
of the world, which like ſo many thorns did 
choak that or thoſe convictions that were ſer on 
your heart, | 

6. How willing you were to ſatisfy yourſel 0 
with an hypocrite's hope, and with a notion of a 
the things of God, without the rea} power and % 
life of the ſame. _ p 

7. How you, when you were ad moniſhed to eo 
turn, did put off turning and repenting till ano - ue 
ther time. n 

8. How you did diſſemble at ſuch a time, cheat if 
thy neighbour at ſuch a time, mock, flout, ſcoff, n 
taunt, hate, perſecute the people of God at ſuch Na 
à time, in ſuch a place, among ſuch company. e 
9. That while others were met toge:her in n 
the fear of the Lord to ſcek b 'm, thou haſt ry of 
wit 


> 
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the Groans of a nia Soul. 61 
vith a company of vain companions to fin againſt. 
im; while the ſaints were a-praying, thou wert 
a-curſing ; while they were ſpeaking good of the 
Dame of God, thou wert ſpeaking evil of the ſaints 
f God. O then, thou ſhalt have a ſcalding- 
hot remembrance of all thy ſinful thoughts, words 
nd actions, from the very firſt to the laſt of them, 
that ever thou didit commit in all thy life-time, 
Then thou wilt find that ſcripture to be a truth, 
Deut. xxviii. 65, 66, 67. The Lord ſhall give 
lee there a-trembling heart, and failing of eyes, 
n /orrow of mind ; and thy life ſhall hang in 
nd} Joubt before thee ; and thou ſhalt fear day and 
igt, and Halt have none aſſurance of thy life. 
n the morning thou ſhalt ſay, Would to God it 
ere evening, for the fear of thine heart, where- 
ith thou ſhalt fear, and for the fight of thine 
es, which thou ſhalt ſee. Nay, thou wilt find 
on Worſe things to thy woe than this ſcripture doth 

| {Manifeſt ; for, indeed there is no tongue able 
ſelf o expreſs the horror, terror, torment and eter- 


IP 


he 
im 


of al miſery that thoſe poor ſouls ſhall undergo, | 


and F'ithout the leaſt mitigation of eaſe, a very great 
Part of it ſhall come from that quick, full and 

| to ontinual remembrance of thei” tins which they 

no- Hall have. And thercfore there is much weight : 
In theſe words, Son, remember, that thou in thy 

eat /e time hadſt thy good things. From theſe words 
off, his is to be obſerved, That the ungodly ſhall 
uch Pave ia remembrance the miſpendiog their lives. 
Fou may take theſe words, g things, either 
r in __y forthe things of this world, which in them- 
met elves are, and mey be called goon things, or 
with © . Es 2 


_ = Sig hu from Helle or, 


Iſe for the things of this life, all the pleaſures, 


delight, profits, and vanities, which the igno- 
rant people of the world do count their good 


things, and do very much cheer themſelves there 


and? m—__ a M.A 1 


with : Scul, /oul, cat, drink, and be merry; for 


thou haſt much goods laid up for mary years, Luke 


Xii. 19. Now, I ſay, God, according to his glo- 


rious power and wiſdom, will make poor crea- | 


tures have always in their minds a freſh and clear 


remembrance of their ill - ſpent life: he will ſay 


vato them, Remember, remember, that in thy 
life-time it was thus and thus with thee, and in 


0 life-time thy carriage was ſo and ſo. 
If ſinners might have their choice, they would 


not have their fins and tranſgre ſſons ſo much in 


their remembrance; as is evident by their carri- 
age here in this world; for they will not endure 
to entertain a ſerious thought of their filthy life; 
they put far away the evil day, Amos vi, 3. but 


there they ſhall be made to remember to purpoſe, | 


and to think continually of their ungodly deeds; M 
and therefore it is ſaid, that when our Lord je- 
ſus Chriſt comes to judgment, it will be to c- 
vince the ungodly of their ungodly deeds, Jude 14. 
Mark, to convince them; they will not willingly 


take notice of them now, but then they ſhall, in 


ſpite of their teeth: for when they lift up their 


eyes ia hell, they ſhall remember their tranſ- 


greſſions. God will be a ſwift witneſs againfl 
them, Mal. iii. 5. and will ſay, Remember what 
thou did{ in thy life-time, how thou didſt live. 
Ha friend, if thou doſt not in theſe days of light 
remember the days of darkneſs, keel. xi. 4 

ays 
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's, days of death, hell, and the judgment too, and 
o- remember the days of the goſpel, and how thou 
od Wh ha{t diſregarded them too, it ſhall be to thy own 
e- deſtrution and everlaſting miſery, This is in- 
BJ timated in Mat, xxv. The great God, inſtead 
ke of giving the ungodly any eaſe, will even aggra - 
lo- vate their torments, by {ltghting their -erplext- - 
2a- |S ties, and telling them what they mult be think- 
ear ing of: Remember, ſaith he, O ye loſt ſouls, 
ay rhat you had your joy, your peace, your com- 
hy i forts, delights, eaſe, wealth, health, your hea- 
in ven, your happineſs, and your portion in your 
lifetime. O miſerable ſtate! You will then be 
21d I in a ſad condition indeed, when you ſhall ſee that 
in you have had your good things, vour beſt things, 
'71- or all the good things thou art like to have. Re- 
ure member thou in thy lifetime hadſt thy good things: 
fe; MW from whence take notice of another truth, tho' 
dut it be a dreadful one, That there are many poor 
ſe, ¶ creatures who have all their gocd, ſweet and 
ds; comfortable things in this life, or while they are 
Je- alire in this world. The wicked's good things 
en- ill ſhortly have an end; they will laſt ng long- 
14. Yer with them than this life, or their lifetime: 
That ſcripture was not written in vain: like the 
„in crackling of thorns under a pot, they make a little 
zeir blaze for a ſudden, a little heat for a while; but 
in- come and conſider them by and by, and in dea! 
inſt Hof a comfortable heat, you will find them no- 
hat thing but a few dead aſhes; and inſtead of a 
ive. Haming fi fire, nothing but a ſmell of ſmoke, 
ght There is a time coming, that the ungodly 
the would be Sad ofa better portion, when they ſhall. 
lays = N ſes 
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64 Sight from Hell; or, 
_ fee the vanity of this; that is, ſee what a por 
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Hell, they think there is nothing to be compare 
with riches, honours and pleaſures in this world 


any g:i+4 ? Pſal. iv. 6. that is comparable to the 
pleaſures, profits, and glory of this world: bu 
then they will ſee another tbing that is better 


made to hear ſuch a voice as this is, Son, remen 
ber that in thy life-time thou hadſi thy good thing. 


is it to be left in ſuch a caſe ? Soul confider, | 
it not miſerable to loſe heaven, for twenty, thit hes 
ty, or forty years {inning againſt God! ? WhenſWLt 
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thing it is for a man to have his portion in this 
world: 'tis true, while they are here on this fide 


which makes them cry out, Who will ſhew u 


and of more value than ten thouſand worlds 
And ſeriouſly, friends, will it not grieve you 


trouble, perplex and torment you, when vol ; 


ſhall ſee that you have loſt heaven, for a litt. 
pleaſure and profit in your life-time : certain 
it will grieve you, and perplex you exceedingly y 


i c ſee what a bleſſed heaven you have left fol 
a2 dusghil world. Oh! that you did but believe 


chis, and ſay within yourſelves, What, ſhall! 
be contented with my portion in this world ? | 
ſay, conſider it while the Son of God doth hold 
out terms of reconciliation to you, leſt you bi 


dt. 
E. 
thy comforts, thy loves, thy eaſe, thy peace, anc 
all the heaven thou art like to have, O poor 
heaven ! O ſhort pleaſures! What a pitiful thing 


thy life is done, thy heaven is alſo done; when. 
death comes to ſeparate ſoul and body, in 'thater 
day alſo thou muſt have thy heaven and happineſsÞc; 
ſeparate from thee, and thou from that. * id 


the Groans cf a damned Soul, 63 
ſider theſe things betimes, leſt thou have thy por- 
tion, in thy life- time; for if in this life we only 
have our portion, we are of all people the moſt 
miſerable, 1 Cor. xv. 19, Again, conſider that 
when other men (the ſaints) are to reccive their 
good things, thou hait had thine; when others 
* to enter into joy, then thou art to live and 
depart ſrom thy joy; when others are to go to 
God, then thou mult go to the devil. O miſe- 
rable! better thou hadſt never been born, than 
o be an heir of ſuch a portion: therefore have 


youl care it be not thy condition. 

tt] 45 Lazarus evil things. _ 

in Theſe words do not only hold forth the miſe- 
ly of the wicked in this life, but alſo great con- 

- forfW-lation to the ſaints; Lazarus had his evil things. 
ie hin bis life-time, or when he was in the world. 
all! ie" whence obſerve, | 


That the life of the ſaints, ſo! long as they 
are ia this world, is attended with many trials 
nd afllidtions; which may be diſcovered to be 
of Civerſe natures; as, ſaith the ſcripture, Many 

pe tle troubles af the righteous, but the Lord 
cliverth him out of thein all. 

pooſf 2. Take notice, that the aſfligions or evils. 
hinghrhich accompany the ſaints, may continue wit! 
r, 82cm ſo long as they live in this valley of tears; 
thit ea, and they may be of diverſe forts; ſome 
hen tuard, ſome inward, and that as lor g as they 
vheihhall continue here below, as has been the ex» 
thatÞ@erience of all ſaints in all ages: and this might 
neſsÞc proved at large, but] only hint in theſe things, 
Lon · ud {hall not celarge much o po mem 
ſides + 3. The 
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muſt be all their grief. Behold (ſaith Chrilt 
the world Hall rejoice, but ye ſhall lament ; ani 


but your ſorrow [hall be turned into joy, and you 


in this life, tis your miſtake ; for let me tell yo 
that though the ſaints have all their evil thing 


| things that are ſeen. 


good comfort, they ſhall laſt no longer tha 
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2. The — that do accompany the ſainty, 
will continue no longer with them than in their 
life-time; and here indeed lies the comfort of 


all their bitter cups wrung out to them in thei 
life-time: here muſt be all their trouble, here 


your mcurning (mark it ,) ſhall be turned int 
Joy, John xvi. 2. You ſhall lament, you ſhall 
be ſorrowful ; you ſhall weep in your life-timey 


oy, ns man, let him be what he will, ſhall tale 
away from you. Now, if you.think, when th 
faints have all their evil things in their life-time, 
that I mean, they have nothing elſe but troubl, 


hn) | 


in their life time, they have alſo joy unſpeakableM 2 
and full of glory, while they look not at that 
The joy that the ſaint * 
have ſometimes in their heart, by a believio” 


conſideration of the good things to come, when t: 


this life is ended, do fill them fuller of joy, tha!“ 
all the croſſes, troubles, temptations and eviigh V 


that accompany them in this life, can Hill theal u 
with grief, 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. I 


But ſome ſaints may ſay, My troubles are ſoc W 
as are ready to overcome me. Ano. Yet be offf ſo 


thy life time. 
But I am perplexed ai an W full of; co 
ruption and ſins, lo that I am much hindred yy 
| 1 | | Wa 
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nte, walking with God. Arnfaw, "Tis like, but thou 
heit ſhalt have theſe troubles no longer than thy life. 
t of Bur I have a croſs huſband, and that's a great 
grief to me. Well, but thou ſhalt be troubled 
with him no longer than thy life-time, and there- 
fore be not diſmayed, nor. diſcomforted, thou 
ſhalt have no trouble longer than thy life-time. 

"Art thou troubled with croſs children, croſs. 
| relations, croſs neighbours ? They ſhall trouble 
thee no longer than thy life-time. Art thou trou- 
me bled with a cunning devil, with unbelief? Vea, 
vou let it be what it will, thou ſhalt take thy fare- 
tal wel of them all (if thou be a believer) after thy 
the life-time is ended. O excellent! Then Cod ſhall 
i wipe away all tears from your eyes; there ſhall | 
be no more death, nor ſorrow, nor crying, nor any 
mere pain: for the former things are paſſed away. 

But now on the contrary, if you be not a right 
and ſound believer, though thou ſhouldſt live a 
thouſand years in this world, and meet with ſore 
afflictions every day, yet theſe afflictions, be they 
never ſo great and grievous, they are nothing to 


vio! 


hei that torment that will come upon thee, both in 
tha ſoul and body, after this life is ended. I ſay, be 
evil what thou wilt, if thou be found in unbelief, or 


under the firſt covenant, thou art ſure to ſmart 
tor it at the time when thou doſt depart this 
world: but it is to be lamented, for all this is 
lo ſad a condition, yet poor ſouls are for the moſt 
part ſenſeleſs of it; yea, ſo ſenſeleſs ſometimes, 
as if there was no ſuch miſery to come hereafter, 
Becauſe the Lord doth not ſtrike immediately 
with his ſword, but doth bear lon 8 with his crea- 

. FOOT 


the 


ſac! 
be o 


5 Siebe om Hell: or, 
ture, waiting that he might be gracious ; Here. 
fore the hearts of the ſons of men are fully ſet in 
them to do evil, Eccl. viii. 11. And that forbears 
ance of God, that one would think ſhould lead 
to repentance, by the devil hardning of them by 
continuing in fin, and by blinding their eyes as 
to the end of God's forbearance towards them, 
they are led away with a very hardned and ſenſe- 
leſs heart, even until they drop into eternal 
deſtruction. But poor hearts, they muſt have a 
time in which they muſt be ſenſible of their for- 


mer behaviours, when the juſt judgment of the 


Lord ſhall flame about their ears, inſomuch that 


they ſhall be made to cry out again with anguiſh, 
Jam ſorely tormented in this flame. | 


| But now he is comforted, and ihou art tormented 
As if he ſhould ſay, Now hath God recom- 
penſed both Lazarus and you according to what 
you ſought after; you neglected the precious 


mercy and noodneſs of God, you did turn your 
back on the Son of God, that came into the world 


to ſave ſinners; you made a mock of preaching 


the goſpel; you was admoniſhed over and over, 


to cloſe in with the loving kindneſs of the Lord 


in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, The Lord let you live 


twenty, thirty, forty, ſifty, ſixty years, all which 
time, you, inſtead of ſpending it, to make your 


calling and election ſure, did ſpend it in making 
eternal damnation ſure to thy ſoul; and alſo La- 


zarus, he in his life-time did make it his buſineſs 
to accept of his grace and ſalvation in the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, When yon was in the alc-houle, 
he frequented the Wore preached ; when you was 


Jeere 


wi „ 


ineſs 
Lord 
ouſe, 
Was 
jeer- 


1 Cor. xv. 58. 


the Groans of a damned Soul. 69 
jeering at goodneſs, he was ſighing for the fins of 
the times; while you was ſwearing, he was pray- 
ing. In a word, while you was making ſure of e- 
ternal ruin, he, by faith in the biood of Chrift, 
was making ſure of eternal ſalvation; therefore 
now he is comforted, and you are tormented, | 
Here then you may fee. that as the righteous 
ſhall not always be void of comfort and bleſſed- 
neſs; ſo neither {fall the ungodly go always with- 
out their puniſhment, As ſure as God is in hea» 
yen it will be thus. They muſt have their ſeve- 
ral portions. And therefore, you that are the 
ſaints of the Lord, be not diſmayed, foraſmuch as f 
e know t hat your labour is not in vainin the Lord, 
Your portion is eternal glory. 
And you are fo loath now to cloſe with Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to leave your fins to follow him; 
your days is coming, Plal. xxxvii. 13. in which 
you ſhall know that your ſweet morſels of fin, 


that you ſo eaſily take down, and it ſcarce trou- 


ples you, will have a time ſo to work within you 
o your eternal ruin, that you will be in a worſe 


condition than if you had ten thouſand devils 


ormenting you: Job xx. 12, 13, 14. Nay, you 
ad better have been plucked limb from limb a 
houſand times, if it could be, than to be par- 
akers of this torment, which will alluredly with- 


Hut . * upon you. 


ER. 26. And beſides all 1. "WEI us 3 you : 
there is a great gulph fixed ; ſo that they who 
would paſs from hence to you, cannot; neither 
can they come to us __ would come from thence, 

*F beſe 


| 2 Bl | Sighs From Hell or, 


Heſe words are ſtill part of that anſwer, 
that the ſouls in hell ſhall have for all their 


. Tobbings, ſighing, grievous cries, tears and de. 
fires that they have, to be releaſed out of thoſe 
_ intolerable pains they feel and are perplexed 

with. And, O methinks, the words at the firſ 
view, if rightly conſidered, are enough to make 


any hard-hearted finner in the world to fall 
down dead. 
The laſt verſe 1 f. poke to was, Hands that 


| thou. in thy life-time hadſt thy good things, and 


Lazarus his evil things, &c. which 1s a very ter- 


ible one, and aggravates the torment of poor 


finners that die out of Chriſt wonderfully: But 


theſe latter words do much more hold out their 


ſorrow. They were ſpoken, as to the preſent 


condition then upon the 12 ger; theſe do not on- 

Iy back the former, but do yet further aggra - 
vate their miſery, holding forth that which will 
be more intolerable ; the former verſe is enough 
to ſmite any ſinner into a ſwound, but this to 


make him fall down dead, where he ſaith, And 


beides all this, there is ſtill ſomething to aogre- 


vate thy miſery, yet far more abundantly. I ſhall 
briefly ſpeak to the words, as they have the re- 
lation to the terror ſpoken of in the verſes be- 


fore. As if he had ſaid, Thou thinkeſt the pre, 
ſeat ſtate unſupportable, it makes thæe ſob ani 


ſigh, it makes thee to rue the time that ever thou 


now thou wouldſt leap at the leaſt dram of it; 


1 l. 


waſt born: now thou findet the want of merey; 


now thou feeleft what it is to light the tenders 
of the race of Gad ; now it Manes thee to fob, 


O08 G . a damned Soul. . 4 
gh, and rore exceedingly, for the anguiſh that 
hou art in. But, beſides all this, I have other 
bings to tell thee of, that will break thy heart 

adeed : Thou art deprived of a being in tbe 
orld: thou art deprived of hearing the goſpel; 
he devil hath been too hard for thee, and hath 
ade thee m ſs of heaven; thoù art now in hell 
mong an innumerable company of devils, and 

Il thy fins beſet thee round; thou art all over - 

rapped 1 in flames, and haſt not one drop of wa- 
naler to give thee any eaſe ; thou crieſt in vain, for 
ter- Dothing will be granted ; thou ſeeſt the ſaints in 
oorſicaven, which is no ſmall trouble to thy damn- 

But ſoul; thou ſeeſt that neither God nor Chriſt 
geit Peak any comfort unto thee; and now, beſides 
ſent this, where thou art thou ſhalt ly, and never 


on- Nate any eaſe, nor look for any comfort; re- 


7ra- entance will do thee now no good; the time i; 
will Nſt, and can never be recalled again. . 
ugh It is true, I ſpake enough before to break your ne 
s toftart aſunder; but theſe words, beſides all „ 
And terrible words indeed. [ will give you the 
org-$ope of them in a ſimilitude. Set the caſe you' 
(hall ould take a man and tie him to a ſtake, and 
re · Ith red hot pincers pinch off his fleſh by little 
be · ces, for two or three years together, and at 
pre. it when the poor man cries out for eaſe and 
 ar4'p, the tormentors anſwer, Nay, but befides 
thou this, you muſt be handled worſe. We will 
2rcy; ve you thus theſe twenty years, and after that 
f it; E will fill your mangled body full of ſcalding 
ndersÞd, or run you through with a red-hot ſpit: 
» ſob, puld not this be Jameotable : ? yet this is but a 
ſigh, | | | | flea- 


72 Si g 1 . Hell- or, 
flea-biting to ihe ſorrow of thoſe that go to hell; 
for if a man were fo ſerved, there would ere it 
were long be an end of him, but he that goes to 
hell fhall ſuffer ten thouſand times worſe tor- 
Meats than theſe, and yet {hall never dy. There 
they ſhall be ever whining, pining, weeping, 
mourning, tormented without eaſe, and yet ne- 
ver diſſolved into nothing: If the biggelt devil 
75 in hell might pull thee all to pieces, and rend 
thee ſo ſmall as duſt, and diſſolve thee into no- 
thing, thou would count this a mercy: but here 
thou muſt ly and fry, ſcorch and broil, and burn 
1 i „ for ever: Depart from me, ſaith Chriſt, into e- 
19 verlaſting fire, into the fire that burns for ever, 
prepared for the devil and his angels, Mat. x xv, | 
41. O thou that waſt ſo loath to foul thy feet 
if it were but dirty, or did rain; you that was 
loath to come out of the chimney. corner'if the 
/- wind did but blow a little cold, and was loath 
to go half a mile, yea, half a furlong to hear the 
word of God, if it were but a little dark ; you| 
that was loath to leave a few vain companions 
to edify your ſoul; you ſhall have fire enough, 
you ſhall have night enough, and evil company 
enough, your belly-fall, if you miſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt : and beſides all this, you ſhall have then 
for ever and ever. 

O thou that doſt ſpend whole nights i in card. 
ing and dicing, in rioting and wantonneſs; thou 
that counteſt it a brave thing to ſwear as fait aſc 
the braveſt, to ſpen4 with the greateſt ſpendthrilWiv 

in the country; thou that loveſt to fin in a cor 
ner * none ſeeſt thee; thou that oy * _ 32 
| ol 
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the Groans of a damned Soul, 73 
doſt carry an hypocrite's profeſſion, becauſe thou 
woul4it be counted ſomebody among the chiid- 
ren of God, but art an enemy to the things of 
Chriſt in thy heart. Thou that doſt ſatisfy thy- 
ſelf, either with ſins, or a bare profeſſion of god. 
lacks, thy ſoal will fall into extreme torment and 
anguiſh, ſo faon as thou doſt depart this world, 
There ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, 
Mat. viii. 12. And beſides all this, thou ſhalt 
never have any eaſe or mitigation of thy trouble; 
thou ſhalt die in thy ſins, and be tormented as 
many years as there are ſtars in the firmament, 
or ſands on the ſea-ſhore: and belides all this, 
hoa muſt abide it for ever, | 5 
There is a great gulph 5ned. You will fay, 
What is that? 


Anſw. It is a nice queſtion; therefore; firſt 


ſeek thou rather to enter in at the ſtrait gate, 
han curiouſly to enquire what the gulph is. 


tort of heaven, you will find it thus; the ever - 
aſting decree of God; that is, there is a decree 
gone forth from God, that thoſe who fall ſhort 
ff heaven in this world, God is reſolved they ſhatl 
never enjoy it in the world to come. And thou 
it find this gu!ph ſo deep, that thou ſhalt never 
de able to wade through it as long as eternity 
aſts; as Chriſt ſaith, Agree with thine adver- 
ary quickly, while thou art in the way with him, 
eft he hale thee to the judge. and the Judge 45 
ver thee to the officer, and thou be caft inis pri- 
on; I tell thee, thou halt in no wiſe come cut 
Zence, (there is the gulph, the dee: ee; then 
2 Malk 
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ther it be to heaven or to hell. 


Ven, 


94 Sighs from Hell: er, 
ſhalt not depart thence) till thos haſt paid the 
wttermoſt farthing, or very leaſt mite, Matth. v. 
25. 26. Theſe words therefore there is a great 
gulph fixed, I do underſtand to be the eternal 
decree of God: God hath decreed, that thoſe 
who go to heaven ſhall never go from thence a- 
gain into a worſe place; and alſo, thoſe that go 
to hell, and would come out, they ſhall not come 
| And friend, this is ſuch 4 
zulph, ſo fixed by him that cannot lie, that you 
will find it ſo which way ſoever you go, whe: 
Here therefore 
you ſee how ſecure God will make thoſe who die 
in the faith; God will keep them in heaven; 
but thoſe that die in their fins, God will throw| 
them to hell, and keep them there: ſo that they 
that would go from heaven to hell cannot, neither 
can they come from hell, that would go to hea- 
Mark, he doth not ſay, they would not 


for O how fain would thoſe who have loſt thei 


ſouls for a Juſt, for two pence, for a mugg of ale 
for a ſtrumpet, for this world, come out of that 
ſcalding fiery furnace of God's eternal vengeance 


if they might ; but here is their miſery, they tha 
would come from you to us, that is, from he 


to heaven, they muit not, they ſhall not, they 
cannot; God hath decreed it, and is reſolve 
the contrary; here therefore lies the miſery, not 
fo much that they are in hell, but there the) 
Therefore if th) 


mult lie for ever and ever. 


heart would at any time attempt you ta fin a 


Hell, and lie there for ever. If the 


gainſt God, cry out, No, for then I muſt go t 
drynkards 


{weal 


the Groans of a damned Sou. 
' the wearers; liars, and hypocrites did but take this 
h. v. doctrine ſoundly down, it would make them trem- 
real ble to think of finning ; but poor ſouls, now they 
erna a mock at in, Prov, xiv. 9. and play with 
hoſeſßpt as a child doth with a rattle; but the time is 
e a · coming that theſe rattles that they now play with, 
t golflwill make ſuch a rattle in their ears and conſci- 
ences, that altho' the devils in hell were yelling 


ch iat their heels the noiſe would not be comparable 
 youllto it. Friend, thy ſins, as ſo many blood hounds, 
vhe· will firſt hunt thee out, Num. xxxii. 23. and then 
efote take thee, and bind thee, and hold thee dowa 


o diefWfor ever, Prov. v. 22. They will grip thee, and 
ven gnaw thee as if thou hadſt a neſt of poiſonous 
1rowflſerpents in thy bowels, Job xx. 14. and this will 
theyſhnot be for a time, but as 1 have faid, for ever, 
for ever, fo ever, 


Venss 27. Then he fil 7 þray thee therefore, | 
father, that thou _— [end him to my fa: | 
ther's houſe. 


HE verſes before, told you, were ſpoken 

partly to hold forth a deſite that the dama- 
ed have to be freed of their endleſs miſery; now 
inis verſe (till holds forth the cries of thoſe poor 
fouls to be very vehement, they would very fain 


© ave ſomething granted to them, but it will not 
Woe; as will more clearly appear afterwards. 

Then he aid, I pray thee therefore, father: 
As if he ſhould ſay, Seeing 1 have brought my- 
N {c!f into ſuch a miſerable condition, that Gud 
will not regard me, that my exceeding loud and 
"tf HEM bitter 
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76 ů Sight from Hell: or, 
bitter cries will not be heard for myſelf; ſeeing 
J muſt not be admitted to have ſo much as one 
drop of cold water, nor the leaſt help from the 
pooreſt ſaints. And ſeeing, beſides all this, here 
my foul muſt lie to all eternity, broiling, and 
frying ; ſeeing I muſt, whether I will or no, un- 
dergo the hand of eternal vengeance, and the re- 
bukes of devouring fire; ſeeing. my caſe is ſuch, 
that I would not wiſh a dog in my condition, ſend 
him to my father's houſe. Notice again, who he 
defired to be fent, namely, Lazarus. O frierd, 
fee here how the ſiout hearts and ſtomachs of 
proud creatures will be humbled ; they will be 
ſo brought down, that thoſe things they diſdain- 


— . 


ed and made light of in this world, they would 


be glad of in the life to come. He who was ſo 
flighted by me as I thought it a diſhonour to allow 
him to eat with my dogs: What ſhall 1 regard 
Lazarus, ſcrubbed, beggarly Lazarus? What, 
ſhall I fo far diſhonour my fair, ſumptuous and 


gay houſe, with ſuch a ſcabbed creep-hedge as 


he? No, I ſcorn he ſhould be entertained under 


my roof, Thus in his life-time, while he was in 


his bravery: but now he is come 1nto another 
world; now he is parted frem his pleafures; now 
he ſees his houſe, his dainty diſhes, his rich 


geighbours and companions, and he, parted aſun- 


der; now he finds inſtead of pleafuies, torments; 


| inſtead of heaven, hell; inſtead of pleaſures off 
O now ſendf 


fin, the horror and guilt of fin: 
Lazarus ! . „ 

Lazarus, it may be, might have done him 
ſome good, if he might have been entertained in 
1 | SE time 
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77 


og time paſt, and might have perſuaded him at leaſt 

dne not to have gone on ſo wicked!y ; but he ſitghts 
him, he will not regard him, he is reſolved to 
ere diſown him, though he loſe his ſoul for fo doing: 
and ay, but now fend Lazarus, if not to me, to my 
father's houſe, and ler him tell them from me, 
re- that if they run on in fin, as I have done, they 
ch, muſt receive the ſame wages that I have received. 
Take notice of this, you that are deſpiſers of 
beg the leaſt of the Lazarus's of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
end, it may be now you are loath to receive theſe lit- 


the 


un- 


end 


; of 
| be 
ain- 
ould 
is (ol: 
low 


all becauſe of this, 


tie ones of his, becauſe they are not gentlemen, 
becauſe they cannot, with Pontius Pilate, ſpeak 
Hebrew, Greek and Latin ; nay, they muſt not, 
mall not ſpeak to them to n them, and 


Though now the goſpel ot our Lord Jefvs 


garde Chriſt may be preached to them freely, and for ef 
hat, pothing; and they are deſired to hear and x 

eive it: though now they will not own, repar 

ge ard embrace theſe proffers of the glorious truths 
det ff Jeſus, becauſe they come out of the baſeſt 
arthen veſſels, 1 Cor. i. 26. yet the time is com- 
ng, when they will both ſigh and cry, Send him 
o my father's houſe. I ſay, remember this, ye 
hat deſpiſe the day of fmall things; the time 


and 


as in 
other 


coming when you would be lad, if you might 
*$5joy from God, from Chriſt, or his ſaints, ove 


rop of cold water, though now you are unwill- 


ur Lord ſeſus. 


Fg to receive diſtilling drops of the goſpel of 


Apain, ſee here the Jamentzble Nate they: are 
i, that 80 te hell ſrom their fathers, mothers, 


& 


2 


2 


ſiſtzre, 


78  Sighs from Hell or, 
ſiſters, e &c, While they are in this 
world, men delight to ſet their children ill ex. 
amples, and alſo, children love to follow the wick- 
ed ſteps of their ungodly patents; but when they 
depart this life, and drop down into hell, and 
find themſelves in irrecoverable miſery, then 
they cry, Send ſome body to my father's houſe, 
to my brother's houſe. Tell them, my ſtate i 
W miſerable, tell them I am undone for ever; tel 
I — them alſo, that if they will be walkiog in theſe 
| pngodly ſteps wherein [ left them, they will aſ. 
ſuredly fall into this place of torment. Ah! 
friends and neighbours, it 1s like you little thick 
of this, that ſome of your friends and relation 
bY are crying cut in hell, Lord fend ſome body to 
mu) father's houſe, to preach the goſpel to them 
Ii; Hell they alſo come into this place of torment. It! 
Here men while they live, can willingly wall 
together in the way of fin, and when they are 
parted by death, they that are living ſeldom 0 
vever conſider of the ſad condition that they that 
are dead are deſcended into. But ye ungodly 
fathers, how are your ungodly children roaring 
in hell? And you ungodly children, how arg 
Pour ungodly parents, that lived and died un 
Bi godly, now in the pains of he!l alſo? And on 
WH / ecrunkard finging in the ale bench, and anotheſÞs: 
5 1 \| roaring under the wrath of God, ſaying, O thana 
mu 1 were with bim, how would I rebuke him, andFon 
WT. a, perſuade him by all means, to leave off theſe «Fan 
vil courſes. O that they did but conſider whaſFie 
BY Tnow ſuffer for pride, covetouſneſs, drunkenneſiſas 
lying, ſwearing, ſealing, whoring, and the "= hat 
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tße Groans of a damned Soul, 79 
this Oh! did they but feel the thouſand part there- 
ex- of, it would make them look about them, and 
ck. not buy fin at ſo dear a rate as I have done, even 
hey] with the loſs of my precious ſoul, _ 
and Send him to my father's houſe. Not to my fu 
hen ther, but to my father's houſe. It may be there's 
aſe,ſſ} ungodly ſervants, wallowing in their ungodli- 
te is} nels, ſend him therefore to my father's houſe. 
tell It is like, they are ſtill the ſame that I left them; 
heleſf 1 left them wicked, and they are wicked ſtill, 
| af. left them lighters of the goſpel, ſaints and 
ah ways of God, and they are ſo ſtill ; ſend him 
hink to my father s houſe. It is like, there i is little 
tion between them and the place where Jam; ſend 
ly uf him to-day, before to-morrow, leſt they come 
hem into the ſame place of torment. I pray thee. 
at, chou wouldſt ſend him; I beg it upon my bend= 
walked knees, with crying, and with tears, in the a- 
y areygony of my foul, It may be they will not con- 
m orff6ider, if thou do not ſend him: I left them ſortiſh 
 thaſſEnough, hardned as well as I; they have the 
godlſ me devil to tempt them, the ſame Juſts and world 
aring$0 overcome them, [pray thee therefore, that thou 
/ argvouldit ſend him to my father's houſe :. make no 
q unÞelay, lelt they loſe their ſouls, leſt they come 
d ondhither; if they do, they are like never to return 
.otheÞ:ain. O! little do they think, how eaſily they 
) thaFnay Joſe their ſouls; they are apt to think their 
„ anondition as good as the belt, as I once thro' igno» 
eſe ance did; but O ſend him without delay, leſt 
- whaſÞey come into this place of torment, The time 
nneſas, when I together with them, {hghted thoſe 
e likehat were ſent of God: tho! we could pot deny 


O00 | = but 


. 


80 Sighs from Hell: or, 
but that they ſpake the word of God, and were 
ſent of him, as our conſciences told us; yet we 


preferred the calls of men before the call of God; 


for tho' they had the one, yet becauſe they bad 


not the other, in that antichriſtian way which 
we thought meet, we would not hear ourſelves, 
or give conſent that others ſhould : but now a 


call from God is worth all. The time was when 


we did not like it, except it was preached in the 
| ſynagogue ; we thought it a low thing to preach 


and pray together in houſes; we were too high - 
ſpirited, too ſuperſtitious : the goſpe] would not 


down with us, unleſs we had it in ſuch a place, 


by ſuch a man; no, nor then neither efſectually: 


but now, O if 1 were to live in the world again, 
and might have that privilege to have ſome ac- 


quaintance with bletſed Lazarus, ſome familiari- 
ty with that bleſſed man, what attendance would 
I give to his wholeſome words. How would I 


affect his doctrine, and cloſe in with it? How 


would I ſquare my life thereby? Now therefore, 


it is better to hear the goſpel under a hedpe, than 


to ſit roripg in a tavern; it is better to welcome 
God's begging Lazarus's, than the wicked com- 
panions of the world ; it is better to receive 4 


| ſaint in the name oi a faint, a diſciple in the name 


of a diſciple, Mai. x. 42. than to Co as | have 
done. Oh ! it is better to receive a child of God, 
that can by experience deliver the things of God, 


| his free love, his tender grace, his rich forbear- 
ance, and alſo the miſery of man, if without it, 


than to be daubed up with untempered mortar, 
Ezek, xiii. 14. Oh! In may curſe the Cay that 
EE ever 


the Groans of a damned Soul. 8 
re Never I gave way to the flattering and fawnings of 
we carpal men; but this my repentance is too late: 
d; Il ſhould have looked about me ſooner, if I would 
ad Ibave been ſaved from that woful place; there- 
ich fore ſend him not only to the town I lived in, 
es, land unto ſome of wy toon: but to * 
v a Mfather's houſe. | 
zen la my life time 1 did not care to hear that 
the word that cut me moſt, and ſhewed me mine e- 
ach Eſtate aright. I was vexed to hear my fins men- 
gh · tioned, and laid to my charge: I loved him beſt. 
not that deceived me moſt, that ſaid, Peace, when 
there was no ſuch thing ; but now, oh that I had 
been ſoundly told of it! Oh that it had pierced 
both my ears and my heart, and had ſtuck ſo faſt, 
hat nothing could have cured me, ſaving the 
lood of Chriſt ! It is better to be dealt plainly 
zuld with, than to be deceived; they had better ſoe 
their loſt condition in the world, than ſtay till 
hey be damned, as I have done: therefore ſend 
„Lazarus to my father's houſe, Let him go and 
ſay, 1 ſaw your ſon, your brother, in hell, weep- 
ing, Wailing, and gnaſhing his teeth: Let him 
ome ſpell them plainly it is ſo, and that they, if they 
ve a ave not a care, ſhall ſoon ſee their everlaſting 
ilery, Send him to my father's houſe. 


'ERSE 28. For I have five brethren, that he may 
teſtify unto them, left my 8 come into this 
place of torment. | 1 


Heſe wouks are, if 1 may ſo foo, a reaſon 
given by thoſe. ig hell, why they are ſo 


82 Sight e Hel: or, 

reſtleſs, and 4 cry ſo loud; it is, that their 
companions may be delivered from thoſe into- 
lerable torments, which they muſt, and ſhall un- 
dergo, if they fall ſhort of everlaſting life by 
Jeſus Chriſt. Send him to my father's houſe; 
for I have five brethren, &, Though while 
they lived among them in the world, they were 
not ſo ſenſible of their ruin, yet now they are 
Paſſed out of the world, and do partake of that 
which before they were warned of, they can then 
cry out, Now I have found that to be true in. 
| deed which was once and again declared to me 
that ! it would certainly come to paſs. 

For I have five brethren. Here you may ſee, 
that there may be, and are whole hovſholds in: 
damnable ſtate and condition, as our Lord Jeſus 
_ doth by this ſignify. Send him to my father 
houle, for they are all in one ſtate : I have left 
all my brethren in a pitiful cafe. People while 
they hve here, cannot endure to hear that the 
ſhould be all in a miſerable condition; but whil 
they are under che wratn of God, they ſee 1 

they know it, and are very ſure of it; for the 
themſelves, while they were in the world, live 
as they do, but they fell ſhort of heaven, an 
therefore, if they go on, ſo ſhall they. O ther 
fore, ſend quickly to my father's houſe, for: 
the houſe is in an undone condition, and mult t 
damned, if they continue ſo, Obſerve, Tho 
that are in heil do nat defire that their comp 
nions ſhould come thither ; nay, rather, ſaith hi 
ſend him to my father's houſe, and ler him ref, 
to them that are therein, ft they, on. s 
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the Groans of a damned Soul. 83 : 
ell Let. But ſome ſay, What is the reaſon that 
ito. the damned ſhould deſire not to have their com- 


un- panions come into the ſame condition that they | 


SY KC fallen into, but rather that they might be 
uſe; kept from it, and eſcape that dreadful ſtate ? | 
hilel. 42/w+ I do believe there is ſcarce ſo much 
veel love in any of the damned in hell, as really to | 
_ defire the ſalvation of any; bur that there is a- 
that” deſire in them that are damned, that their 
then friends and relations ſhould not come into that 
e in. Iplace of torment, it appears to me, to be rather 
o mel for their own eaſe, than for their neighbour's 
good ; for let metell you, this I do believe, that 
y Tee, it will aggravate the grief and horror of them to 
s in: lee their ungodly neighbours in the like deſtruc- 
Jeſuſſ"9" with them ; for where the ungodly do live 
therp2d die, and deſcend into the pit together, the 
e ſeſlſone is rather a vexation to the other, than any 
While thing elſe ; and it muſt be ſo, becauſe thoſe wo 
+ theÞ've ungodly together, learn ill examples one of 


"whil another; as thus, if there live one in the town 


hat is very expert and cunning in the world, 
why, now the reſt that are of the ſame mind with 
Pim will labour to imitate and follow his ſteps; 
„ his is commonly ſeen, TE 
there) Again, if there be one given to drunkenneſs, 
for Athers of the town, though his means, run the 
nuſt More into that fin with him, and do accuſtom 
Tho hemſelves the more unto it, becauſe of his en- 
compÞ<i"2 and ſetting them an ill example. And ſo, 
\ith there be any addicted to pride, and muſt needs 
\ teft e in all the new faſhions, how doth their exam- 
Je provoke others to love and follow the fame _ 
Que . . vanity? 


ſee 1 
r the 
, Jive 


84 Sighs from Hell : or, 
vanity? ſpending that upon their Juſts which I fins 
ſhou!d relieve their own and others wants. Alſo, I dar 
if there by any given to jeſting, ſcoffing, lying, tha 
whoriog, back; biting, junketing, wantonneſs, or I dea 
any other ſin, they that are moſt expert in theſè N had 
things do oftentimes entangle others that perad· car 
venture would not have been ſo vile is now they 
are, had they not bad ſuch an example; and 
hence they are called corrupters, lia.i.4. Now 
theſe will, by their doings, exceedingly aggra- Hou 
vate the condemnation of one another. He that 
did ſet his neighbour an ill example, and there. 
by cauſed him to walk in ſin, will be found one 
caute of his neighbour's deſtruction, infomuch 
that he will have to anſwer for his own fin, and 
for a great part of his neighbour's too, which 
will till add to his deſtruction; as Ezekiel ſh-ws, 
chap. xxxiii. ſpeaking of the watchmen tha 
ſhoul4 give the people warning; if he did not, 
and the man ſhould die in his fins, his blood 
ſhould be required at the watchman's hand. 
So let me tell you, that if you be ſuch an one 
as by your converſation and practices thal! be s. 
trap and ſtumbling- block to cauſe your neighbou 
to fall into eternal ruin, tho' he be damned fo 
his own fins, yet God may, nay, be will charge 
you, as being guilty of his blood, in that you were 
not content to keep yourſelves from heaven, but 
did alſo, by your filthy converſation, keep awa 
others, and cauſe them to fall with you: O vi 
not this aggravate your torment? yea, if yol 
ſhould die and go to hell before your neighbour 
and companions, beſides the guilt of your * 
. Was Mn * 


the Groans of a damned Soul. g5 
fins, you would be ſo loaden with the fear of the 
damnation of others to be laid to your charge, 
that you would cry out, O fend one from the 
dead to this and that companion with whom { 
had ſociety in my life-time; for I ſee my curſed 
carriage will be one cauſe of his condemnation, 
if he fall ſhort of glory. I left him living in foul 
{Wand heinous offences: but I was one of the firſt. 
iaſtrumeats to bring him to them, Oh! that L 
hould be guilty of my own and his damoation 
{too ! O that he may be kept out hence, leſt my 
orment be aggravated by his coming thither, 
oor where ungodly people dwell together, they 
ecome a ſnare and a ſtumbling-block one to a- 
Rother by their practice, and muſt needs be a tor - 
nent one to another, and an aggravation of each 
„ thers damnation. O curſed be thy face, faith 
ane, that ever I ſet mine eyes upon thee : It was 
ou that did entice and enſnare me; it was your 
Ithy converſation that was aſtumbling-block to 
ne; it was your covetouſaeſe, your pride, your 
aunting the ale houſe, your gaming and whor- 
ng, that made me fall ſhort of life: If you had 
et me a good example, as you ſet me an ill one, 
co might have done better than I did ; but] learn- 
d of yeu, I followed your ſteps, and took your 
ounſel. O that I had never feen your face! 
buffs that thou hadſt never been born to do my ſoul 
bis wrong. O ſaith the other, I may as much 
lame you; for do you not remember how at 
uch and ſuch a time you drew me out, and afſk- 
bs F me to go with you, when | was going avout 
ther buſineſs; but you called me away, or you 
* 35 ; ſent 


86 Sigh, from Hell: or, 

ſent for me when about my calling ; and fo yon 
are as much in the fault as me: If I was covet 
| ous, you was proud; and if you learned covet- 
_ ouſneis of me, I learned pride and drunkenneſs 
of you; tho' I learned you to cheat, you learn- 
ed me to whore, lie ſcoff at goodneſs. Tho' ], 
baſe wretch, did ſtumble you in ſome things, you 
did as much ſtumble me in others. If I have to 
anſwer for ſome of your moſt filthy aQiens, you 
have to anſwer for ſome of mine. I would you 
had not come hither ; the very looks of you do 
wound my ſou}, by bringing my fins afreth into 
my mind; the time when, the manner how, the 
place where, the perſons with whom : it was with 


you, O grief to my ſoul! ſince I could not ſhun! 


thy company there, O that I had been without 
thy company here! | 
I ſay therefore, for theſe that have ſinned to- 
| gether, to go to hell together, it will very much 
perplex and torment them both: therefore ! 
judge this is one reaſon why they that are in hell 
do deſire that their friends and companions do 
not come hither into the ſame place cf torment 
that they are in. And therefore where Chrilt 
_ faith, that theſe damned ſouls cry out, Send to 
my companions, that they may be warned and 
comman-.ed to look to themſelves; O ſend to 
my five brethren ! it is becauſe they would not 
have their own torments heighined by their com- 
pany; aud have a continual ſenſe of their fins, 
' which they did cauſe them to commit when they 
were in the world with them: for I do believe 
that the very looks of thoſe that have been guil- 
5 | t7 


# 


the Groans of a damned Soul, 87 
y by their fellows, will be a torment to them; 
or thereby will the remembrance of their own n 
ins be kept (if p ſſible) the freſher on their con- 
ciences, which they committed with them; and 
iſo they will wonderfully have the guilt of others 
ins upon them, being inſtruments in the hands 
f the devil, to draw them in to them. And 
Wherefore, leſt this come to paſs, / pray thee ſend 
in to my father's houſe. For if they might not 
Dome thither, peradventure my torment might 
ae ſome mitigation ; that is, if they might be 
»FWved, then their fins will be pardoned, and not 
1 
N 


heavily charged on my ſoul, But if they do 
all into the ſame place where I am, the ſins that 
t bave cauſed them to commit will ly ſo heavy, 
ot only on their ſouls, but alſo' on mine, that 
„ey will fink me into eternal miſery deeper and 
h Weeper ; O therefore, ſend him to my father's 
| Foule, to my five brethren, and let him teſtify 
them, leſt they come int» this place of torment. 
jo Theſe words being thus underRood, what con- 
at i100 doth it ſhew them to be in then, that now 
t wuch delight in being the very ring-leaders 
o their Cs A into lins of all forts whatſo- 
d Per?“ 
„While men live han if they can be counted 
ot De cunningeſt in cheating, the bold eſt for lying, 
u- De archeſt for whoring, the ſubtileſt for covet- 
g and getting the world: if they can but cun- 
ogly defraud, undermine. croſs, and anger their 
igbbours, yea, and hinder them from the 
eans of grace, the goſpel of Chriſt, they glory 
it, take a pride in it, and think themſelves 
e Pee 


neſs? 


08 Sighs from Hell; or, 
pretty well at eaſe, and their minds are ſome. 
what quiet, being beguiled with ſin. But friend, 


when you have Joſt this life, and do begin to li 


up your eyes in hell, and ſee what your fins have 
| brought you to, and not only fo, but that you by 


your filthy fins did cauſe others (devil- like) to 


fall into the ſame condemnation with you: and 
that one of the rezſons of their condemnation 
was this, that you did lead them to the com. 
miſſion of thoſe wicked practices of the world, 


and the Jufls thereof, Then, O that ſome body 


would ſtop them from coming, leaſt they alſo 


come into this plate of torment, and be damned 
as I am! How will it torment me! Balaan 
could not be coatented to be damned himſelf, 
but alſo by his wickedneſs cauſed others to ſtum- 
ble and fall. 


not be content to keep out of heaven themſelves, 


but they muſt labour to keep others out too 


Therefore theirs is the greater damnation. 
The deceived carnot be content to be deceir 


ed himſelf, but he muſt labour to deceive other 


alſo. The drunkard cannot be content to g 


hell for his own fins, but he muſt labour to cant 


others fall in the ſame furnace with him. Bul 
look to yourſelves, for here will be damn: 
tion upon damna*ion : damned for thy own fios; 
ard damned for being partaker with others 
their tins; and damned for being guilty of tht 
damnation of others. O how will the drunkare 
cry for leading their neighbours into drunker 
How will the covetous perſon how), foi 
mo his neighbour, his friend, his brother, hi 

children 


The ſcribes and Phariſees could 


the Greans of a damned Soul. 89 
»I children, and relations, ſo wicked an example, 
„y which he hath not only wronged his own 
Poul, but alſo the ſouls of others. The liar by 
eWying, learned others to lie; the ſwearer learned 
ders to ſwear ; the whoremonger learned o- 
Oithers to whore. | 

il Now all theſe, with others of the like Gow, 
vill be guilty not oply of their own damnation, 
„ut alſo the damnation of others, that I am rea- 
„y to think, that the damnation of them, will 
Mr ouble them as much as their own damnation. 
ſoPome men, it is to be feared, at the day of judg- 
nent will be found to be the authors of deſtroy- 
nog whole nations, How many ſouls do you _ 
bicak Balaam with his deceit, will have to an- 
wer for ? How many Mahomet ? How many the 
Phariſees that hired the ſoldiers to ſay the diſ- 
iples ſtole away Jeſus, Matt. xxviii. f 1. to 15. 
and by that means {tumbled their bret hren unto 
his day, and was one means of blinding them 
rom believing the things of God ard Jeſus Chrilt, 
iind ſo the cauſe of the damnation of their bre- 
hren to this very day 

How many peor ſouls hath Bonner to anſwer 155 
or, think you, and ſeveral filthy prieſts? How 
rWnany fouls have they been the means of deſtroy- 
sag, by their ignorance and corrupt doctrine ? 
Preaching what was no better to their ſouls than 
FF at{bane to the body, for filthy lucre's ſake. 
bey ſhall ſee that they, many of them, it is to 
oe feared, will have whole towns io anſwer ſor, 
oerbole cities to anſwer for. 

Ab friend, tell thee, thou that baſt ow in 
ll | > © band 


, 
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hand to preach to the people, it may be thou hall 
taken in hand thou canſt not tell what; will it not 
grieve thee to ſee thy whole pariſh come bellow: 
ing aſter thee to hell, crying out, This we thank 

thee for; this is owing to thee ; thou didſt not 
(teach us the truth; thou didſt lead us away with 
fables; thou waſt afraid to tell us of our ſins, 


leſt we ſhould nat put meat faſt enough into thy 


( mouth? O curſed wretch, that ever thou ſhould{: 
| beguile us thus, deceive us thus, flatter us thus, 


We would have gone out to hear the word a- 
broad; but thou did reprove us, and allo tell 
ue, that that whick we fee now is the way of 
God, was hereſy, and a deceivable doctrine: and 
was not contented (blind guide as thou wert) to 
fall into the ditch thyſelf, but haſt alſo led us 
thither with thee, C 

I ſay, look to thyſelf, leſt thou cry when it 
is late, Send Lazarus to my people, my friends, 
my children, my congregation to whom I preach- 
ed, and beguiled through my folly. Send him 
to the townin which J did preach laſt, left I be 
the cauſe of their damnation. Send him to my 
friends from whence I came, leſt I be made to 
anſwer for their ſouls, and mine own too, Ezek. 
xxxiii. i. to 6. O ſend him therefore, and Jet 
him tell them, and teſtify unto them, leſt they 
alſo come into this place of torment, Conſidet 


ye that thus live in the world, while you are in 
the land of the living, left you fell into this con- 
dition. If you ſhould by your carriage or ſinful 
works, deſtroy but one poor ſoul, you will have 


if 


that to anſwer for. 
- ö | 


If fo then, I ſhall only ſay to the blind guides, 
look ye to yourſeves, and ſhut not out others; 


for this doth rezch unto all thoſe that do not 


cnly keep ſouls from heaven by preaching, and 


the like, but ſpeaks forth the doom of thote that 
ſhall any wiſe be inſtrumental to hinder others 
from cloſing in with Jeſas Chriſt. O what red 


lines will thoſe be againſt all thoſe rich, ungod- 


Is landlords, that ſo keep under their poor te- 
| nants that they dare not go out to hear the word 


for fear their tent ſhould be raiſed, or they turns 


ed out of their houſes ? What ſay eſt thou, land- 
lors? Will it not cut your foul, when you ſhall 
{ce you could not be content to miſs of heaven 


yourſelf, but you mu't labour to binder others 


alfo ? Will it not pive an eternal wound to your 


heart, both at death and judgment, to be accuſ- 
ed of the ruin of your peighbonr's ſor], your 
own wife's ſou], together with the ruin of your 
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— 


own ? Thiok on this, ye drunken, proud, rich, 45 


ſcornful, landiords; think on this, ye mad- brain- 
ed, blaſphemous huſbands, that are againſt the 
godly and challe converſation of your wives: 
alſo you that hold your ſervants ſo hard to it, 
that you will not ſpare them time to hear the 
word, unleſs it be where, and when your loſts 
will let you. If ycu love your own ſouls, your 


t-nants ſouls, your wives fouls, your ſervants 
ſouls, your children's ſouls : if you would not 
cry, it you would nothowl, if you would not 


bear the burden of the ruin of others for ever, 
then I beſeech you conſtder this doleful ſtory, 


and. labour to avoid the foul- Killing torment that. 
| hows 
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this poor wretch groaneth under when be faith, Nuit 
I pray thee therefore that thou wouldſi ſend him vin 
to my father's houſ?; for I have five brethren, Nat 
(mark I pray you) that he may teſtiſy unto them. 
He doth not fay, and let him go unto them, or Ithe 
ſpeak with him, or tell them ſuch and ſuch things; 
no, but let him 710 it, affirm it conſtantly, leſt I dan 
any ſhould oppoſe it, It is the ſame word the offe 
| ſcripture uſeth to ſet forth the vehemency of er. 
* Chrill's telling his diſciples of him that ſhould | all, 
| betray him. And he teſtified, ſaying, One of you Ma! 
ſhall betray me. And he teſtified, thai is, he god 

ſpoke it ſo as to daſh, or overcome any thatſhould his 
have ſaid it ſhall not be. It is a word that fipni- MW I 
ies, that in caſe any ſhouid oppoſe the things 
ſpoken of, yet the party ſpeaking ſhould ſtill con- lar, 
tinue conſtant in his ſaying. And he command- Ngod! 
ed them to preach, and ts teſtify, that it is be that it, i 
was ordained of Ged to be Judge of the quick and MÞelic 
dead, To tetijfy, mark, that is to be conſtant, 1 A 
irreſiſtible, undaunted, in caſe it ſhould be op- that 
| Poſed and objected againſt, ſo here, let him te/t:fy 0 a1 
to them, left they come into this place of torment. | 
From wher ce obſerve, That it is not an eaſy Hothe 
matter to perſuade them who are in their fins, tou 
that they muſt and ſhall be damned, if they turn Itben 
not, and be converted to God, let him teſtify to Ineſs 
them, let him ſpeak confidently; tho? they frown of th 
vpon him, or diſlike his way of ſpeaking. And 
how is this truth verified by the carriages of al-Ithat 
moſt all men now in the world toward them that IA bet 
do preach the goſpel, and ſhew their own mi- Way, 


ſerable ſtate N to them if they cloſe not do ci 
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with it. If a man do but indeed labour to con- 


vince ſinners of their fins, and loſt condition by 


nature, though they muſt be damned if they lire 
and die in that condition; oh how angry are 
they at it, Look how he judges, ſay they; bark 
how he condemns us; he tells us we mult be 
damned, if we live an die in this ſtate: we are 
offend=d at him, we cannot abide to hear him, 
or any ſuch as he; we will believe none of them 


all, but go' on in 'the way we ate going. For- 


bear, why ſhouldſt thou be ſmitten, ſaid the un- 
godly king to the prophet when be told him of 
his fins. _ 

I ſay, tell the drunkard be Ee” bu 1 
if he leaves not bis drunkenneſs; the ſwearer, 
liar, cheater, thief, covetous, railers, or any un- 
godly perſops, they muſt and ſhall lie in hell for 
it, if they die in this condition, they wal not 
believe you, nor credit you. 

again, geil others that there are many in bell 
that have lived and died in their conditions, and 
ſo ate they like to be, if they turn not to Js: 
Chriſt, and be found in bim; or that there are 
others that are more civil and ſober, who (al- 
though we know that their civility will not fave 
them) if we do tell them plainly of the empti- 
neſs and unprofitableneſs of that, as to the ſaving 
of their ſouls; and that God will not accept them, 
ner love them, norwithRanding theſe things; and 
that if they be ſaved, they mutt be provided with 
a better righteouſneſs; they will either fling a- 
way, and come no more to hear, or elſe if * 
do come, it will be with och prejudice 1 in their 

| hearts 
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hearts that he avord preached ſhall not. profit 
them, it not being mixed with faith, but with 
70 prejudice in them that hear it, Heb, iv. 1, 2. 
Nay, ſome of them will break out and call even 
thole that {peak the truth, hereticks; yea, and 
kill them, Luke iv. 29. And why ſo? becauſe 
they tell them, that if they live in their fins, 
| that will damn them: yet if they turn and live a 
| righteous life, according to the holy, and juſt, 
and good law of God, that will not fave them. 
Yea, becauſe we tell them plainly, that unleſs 
they leave their ſius and righteouſneſs too, and 
cloſe in with a naked Jeſus Chriſt, his blood and 
Merits, and what he hath done, and is now do- 
ing for ſinners, they cannot be ſaved ; and un- 
lies they eat the fleſh of the Son of man, and drink 
bis blood, they have no life abiding in them ; they 
_ gravel preſently, and are offended at it, (as the 
Jews were with Chriſt for fpeaking the ſame 
thing to them, John vi. 53, 60.) and fiing away I 
+ themſelves, their ſouls and all, by quarrelling a- 
* gainſt the doctrine of the Son of God, and there- 
fore he that is a preacher of the word, had need 
not only to tel] them, but teſtifg to them again 
and again, that their fins (if they continue in 
them) will damn them. 
And tell them again, their living honeſtly ac- 
3 to the law, their paying every one their 
” own, their living quietly with their neighbours, 
| their giving to the poor, their notion of the goſ- 
pel, and ſaying they do believe in Chriſt, will do 
them no good at the general day of judgment. 
Ha friends | how many of I: are there at this 


very 
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very day, that have been told once and again of 
your loſt, undone coudition, becauſe you want 
the right, and ſaving work of God upon your 
ſouls? I ſay hath not this been told you, yea, 
teſtified unto you from time to time, that your 
ſtate is miſerable, yet you are never the beiter, 
but do ſtill ſtand where you were; ſome in an 
open ungodly life, and ſome drowned in a ſelf- 
conceited holineſs of Chriſtianity? therefore, for 
God's ſake, if you love your ſouls, conſider, and 
beg of God, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, that he will 
work ſuch a work of grace in your hearts, and 
give you ſuch a faith in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, that 
you may have reſt and ſafety here, and hereafter, 
leſt you cry in the anguiſh of your ſouls, Send 
one to my companions that have been beguiled 
by Satan as | have been, leit by continuiny ſo they 
ome into this place of torment as I have done, 
Again, one thing more is to be obſerved from 
heſe words, Leſt they come into this place of tor- 
ment ; as if he had faid, Elſe they will as ſurely 
ome into this place of torment as I am here. 
rom whence obſerve, That tho' ſome ſouls for 
ia do fall into the bottomleſs pit before their 
ellows, | becauſe they depart this world before 
hem, yet the other, abiding in the ſame courſe, 
re as ſure to go to the ſame place, as if they 
ere there already. How ſo ? Becauſe they have 
allen under the ſame law, and are condemned 
dgether, and have all offended the ſame juſtice, 
nd malt, for certain, if they die 1a that condition, 
rick as deep, if not deeper, of the ſame deſtruc- 
on; for, mark what the ſcriptures lay, He that 
| | bee 


997 ͤ for oY. 
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if now, in this day of grace, we turn from our 
_ fins to Chriſt ; yea, it is more than poſiible; and 


tain, that if thou ſhalt in thy day accept of mer 
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believeth not, is 3 already, John iii. 18, 


Fe is condemned as well as they, having broken 
the ſame law; what then hinders but they will 


partake of the ſame deſtruction? The oaly dif- 


ference is, tlie one hath not had the law exccut. 
_ ed upon them, becauſe they are here, the others 
have had: The ſame law is io force again'> you 


both, oaly you are not executed, and he is. The 


ſame law that exvcuted its ſeverity upon the par- 
ties now deceaſed, will for certain be executed 
upon them that are alive in its appointed time. 


All are condemned by nature; and if we cloſe 


not in with the grace of God by Jeſus Chriſt, 
we muſt, and fhall be deſtroyed with the Tame 


deſtruction. x 

Again, Send him to 725 father's houſe, 4 let 
him teſtify to them, left they come into this place 
of torment. As if he had faid, It may be he may 


prevail with them, and they may be kept froaſff 


coming into this grievous place of torment. Ov: 
ſerve, There is a polkbility of obtaining mercy, 
therefore, for thy encouragement, know for cer 


cy upon God's own terms, and cloſe with him et: 
fectually, he hath promiſed, yea, made many pro 


miſes, that thy foul ſhail be conducted ſafe tf 
glory, and mall clcape all the evils that I have 
told thee of, and many more than I can imagine 


Search the ſcriptures, and ſee how full of con 
ſolation they are to a poor ſoul that is reſolve}: 
— 2 with Jeſan Chritt. He, tho“ he be aff 
| = 
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old ſinner, I will in no wiſe caſt him out : Tho' 
a great ſtranger, if he come to me, I will in no 
wiſe caſt him out; tho' he has ſlighted me never 
fo many times, and not regarded the welfare of 
his owa ſoul, yet let him now come to me, and 
notwithſtanding this, I will @ no wiſe caſt him 
out, nor throw away his ſoul. Now, here is 
{mercy in ſtore, now God's heart is open to ſin- 
. Iners, now he will receive any body if they do 
{but come to Chriſt: And why? becauſe xow is 
= TE accepted time, NOW is the day of ſalvation, 
02 Cor. vi. 2. as if the apoſtle had ſaid, If you 
will have mercy, have it now, cloſe with it now. 
ne [Cod has a certain day to hold out his grace to 
I:nners : now 1s the time, now is the day. "Tis 
rue there is a day of damnation, but this is a day 
ef ſalvation, There is a day coming wherein ſin- 
ers will cry to the mountains to fall on them, 
and to the hills to cover them from the wrath of 
od; but now is the day in which he holds out 
'S grace. If now you ſlight his grace and good- 
eſs which he holds out to you, there is a day 
oming in which you will not have the privilege 
f one drop of water to cool your tongue. Ah 
riends, conſider there is now hopes of mercy, but 
Ihen there will not; now Chriſt holds forth mercy 
nto you, but then he will not; now his ſer- 
ants do beſeech you to accept of his grace, but 
If you loſe the opportunity that is put in your 
ineÞand, you may beſeech hereafter, and no mercy 
de given you, Mat. vii, 23. Therefore, let it ne- 
er be ſaid of you, as it will be ſaid of ſome, Why 
there is a rice put in * W of a Hool to get 
! 1 
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wiſdom, rin he hath no heart to it, Prov. xvii: h- 
16. no heart to make good uſe of it: Tis better I of 
to be with the ſaints, than with damned ſouls ; je 
and to go to God, is better than to go to the de. to 
vil. Therefore, ſeek the Lord while he may be fff or 
found, call upon him while he ts near, Iſai. lv. 9. W yo 
leſt in your trouble he leave you to yourſelf, and I an 
ſay, Where I am, thither ye cannot come, Joha bir 
_ vii. 34. O if they that are in hell might now pla 
have one ſuch invitation as this, how would they | 
leap for joy? I have ſometimes thought, ſhould I be 
God ſend but one of his miniſters to the damacd Þþ ſha 
in hell, and give him commiſſion to preach the ] 
free love of God in Chriſt extended and held out I tho 
to them, if now while it is proffered they will 
accept of his kindneſs : oh, how welcome would the 
they make this news, and cloſe in with it on any {cri 
terms. Certainly they wonld ſay, we will ac- 
cept of grace on any —— and thank you too, dec 
tho” it coſt life and limb to the. z we will hoy 
fpare no coſt nor charge i re ay be had. der 
But poor ſouls, while they live here, they will Y 2 
not part with fin, no, they will rather loſe their com 
ſouls, than loſe their filthy luſts. But friend, I | er: 
thou wilt change thy note before it be long, and 3 
cry, O fimple wretch that I am, that I ſhould I whe 

damo my ſoul by ſin! I have had the goſpel 
preached to me, and have deeniavited 1 in: Ihave JJ ibe; 
been preached to, and warned of this; but / hated ſh 5 
inſtruction, and mine heart deſpiſed reproof « II mo: 
obey: d not the voice of my teachers, nor inclined of v. 
mine ear to them that infirudted me, Prov. v. 12. ref 


13. Or therefore, while there 1 is —_ lay hand 6 
an 
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band upon thy mouth, kiſs the duſt, make much 
of this glorious mercy cloſe in with the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and invite thy companions to do ſo 


too, teſt you go to hell before, and expeR with 
orief of beart your companions to follow; and 
you, in the mean time, with anguiſh of heart figh 
and fay, O ſend him to my companions, and let 
bim teſtify to them, leſt they alſo come into this 


place of torment! 
From what hath been ſaid, many things might 


| be ſpoken by way of uſe and application; but 1 


ſhall be very brief, and only touch ſome things, 
Firſt, I ſhall begin with the fad condi: on of 
thoſe that die out of Chriſt, _ 


Secondly, I ſhall ſpeak to the 1090 part of 


the parable, which more evidently concerns the 


ſcriptures, which we ought to believe. 
1. The firſt part of the parable contains a ſad 


declaration of one living and dying out of Chriit, 
how that they loſe heaven for hell, God for the 
deril, light for darkneſs, joy for forrow. *' 


2. How that they have not ſo much as the leaſt 


comfort from God, Who, ia the time they live 
ere below, ne glect coming to him for mercy. 


That ſaci ſouls will repent of their folly, 


2 repentance will do them no goad, 


4. That all the comfort ſuch ſouls all have, | 


they ſhall have it in this world. 


5. That all their groanings and fighs will not 
move him to mitigate in the leaſt his beavy hand 


of vengeance that is upon them for the trapſe 
greſſions they have committed again? him. 

6. Their ſad ſtate is irrecoverable, for they 

„ wuft 
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mult never, never come out of that condition. 
7. Their deſires will not be heard for their 

ungod!y neighbours. - et 


From theſe things then, I pray you conſider the 


ſtate of thoſe that die out of Jeſus Chriſt; and 
think with thyſelf, well, if I negle& coming to 
Chriſt, 1 muſt go to the devil, and he will ſure» 
ly bring me into thoſe intolerable torments. 
Think thus with thyſelf? What, ſhall I loſe 
a heaven for ſhort pleaſures? Shall I buy the 
pleaſures of the world at ſo dear a rate as to loſe 
my ſoul for the obtaining of them? Shall I con- 
tent myſelf with a heaven that can laſt no longer 
than my life? What advantage will theſe be to 
me, when the Lord ſhall ſeparate ſoul and body 
aſunder, ſend one to.the grave, and the other to 
hell; and when at the day of judgment the final 
ſentence of eternal ruin muſt be paſſed upon me? 
I. Conſider that the profits, pleaſures and va- 
nities of this world will not laſt for ever; but 
the time is coming, yea, is juſt at the doers, when 
they will give thee a ſlip, and leave thee in the 
ſods, and in the brambles. . 


* FN 


SF. And therefore to prevent this thy difmal 


ſtate, think thus with thyfelf ; Tis true, I love 


my ſins, my luſts and pleaſures; but what good 
will they do me at the day of death and judg- 
ment? Will my fins do me any good then? Will 
they be able to help me when I fetch my laſt 
breath ? What good will my profits, my vanities 
do, when death will not be ſaid nay ? What good 
will all my companions, fellow-jefters, jeerers, 


1  hars, drunkards, and all my wantons do me! 


will 
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Will theſe eaſe the pains of bell; or keep back 
the hand of God from inflicting his fierce anger 
upon me? Nay, will they not rather cauſe God 
to ſhew me no mercy, and give me no comfort, 


| but rather to thruſt me down to the hotteſt place ſ 
in hell, where I may ſwim in fire and br:mſtone ! 4... 
3. Conſider thus with thyſelf ; would I be glad 


to have all my fins appear againſt me, to inflame 
the juſtice of God? Would I wiſh to be bouad 
up in them as the three children were bound in 
their cioaths; and to be as really thrown into 
the fiery furnace of the wrath of almighty God, 
at they were into Nebuchadnezzar's fiery furnace, 
4. Conſider thus: Would I be glad to bave 
all and every one of the ten commandments to 
diſcharge themſelves againit my ſoul ? the firſt. & 
faying, Damn him, for be hath broken me, &c. 
and ſo on of the reſt. Conſider haw terrible this 
will be, far mote terrible than if thou ſhouldſt 
have ten of the biggeſt pieces of ordnance 1a 
England diſcharged againſt thy body, thunder, 
thunder, one after another; for thoſe can only 
kill the body; bat the reports, of the law ſor the 
breaches thereof, will kill both body and ſoul ; 
and that net for one hour, day, menth, or year, 


but they will condemn you for ever. bark, for 


ever. It is into everlaſtiog damnation, eternal 
wrath and diſpleaſure ſrom God, eternal gnaw- 
ings of conſcience, eternal continuance with de- 
vils. If the thought of ſeeing the devil, Goth 


make your hair to ſtand upright, cons has — 
it will be to be among all the devils, and thet 


not for a time, but for ever, What tongue of 
Es I 3 | man 
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102 Sighs from Hell: or, 
man or angel can expreſs what it is to be for e-. 
ver miſerable! 5 | 


5. Conſider, not only your fins againſt the law, 


vill be laid to your charge, but thoſe you have 


committed in lighting the glorions goſpel. How 
many times were you invited to come to Chriſt, 
and beſeeched to accept of mercy, and to forſake 
thoſe imps of Satan, that thy fins might be par- 
doned, thy foul ſaved, and both ſoul and body 


_ Klorified? How often did you read the free pro- 


miſes of the common ſalvation, and hear the 
ſweet counſels and admonitions. of the goſpel to 


accept of the grace of God? but you would not. 


2dly, As I would have you conſider the fad 


and woful ſtate of thoſe that die out cf Chriſt, 


and are paſt all recovery; fo would I have you 


_ conſider the many mercies and privileges you en- 


joy above ſome of your companions that are per- 
haps departed to their proper place. | 
r. Conſider the thread of your life is fill 


, lengthned, which cor your fins might ſeven years 


ago, or more, have been cut aſunder, and thou 
have dropped down among the flames. 
2, Conſider the terms of reconciliation thro 


faith in Chriſt is ſtill proffered unto you, and you 
are invited, yea intreated to accept of it. 


3. Confider the time of your departure is at 
hand, is uneertain ; and alſo that, for ought thou 


| Knoweſt, the day of grace may be paſt to thee 


before thou dieſt; and if fo, know for certain, 


that thou art as ſure to be damned as if thou 
wert in hell already, if thou convert not in the 


mean while. | | 


© | 
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3. Conſider, it may be ſome of 57 friends | 
are giving all diligence to make their calling and 
election ſure, being reſolved for heaven, and thou 
endeavoureſt as faſt to make ſure of hell, as if re- 


ſolved to have it; and how will this grieve thee. _ | 


5. Conſider what a ſad reflection this will be, 
that thy friends are in heaven and thyſelf in hell, 
thy father, thy mother, thy brother, thy ſiſter, 
and thy children in heaven, and thou in hell. 
As Chriſt ſaid to the Jews of their relations ac- 
cording to the fleſn, ſo may I ſay to thee con- 
cerning thy friends, There ſhall be weeping and 
gnaſhing of teeth, when you ſhall fee your father 
and mother, brethren and ſiſters, huſbands and 
wives, children and kinsfolk, with your friends 
and neighbours in the kingdom of heaven, and 
th:u thyſelf thruſt out, Luke xiii. 28. 

But becauſe I would not only tell thee of the 
lamentable ſtate of thoſe that die out of Chriſt, 
but alſo perſuade thee to take hold of life, and go 
to heaven, take notice of theſe following things: 

1. Conſider, that whatſoever thou canſt do, 
as to tl y acceptance with God, is not worth the 


dirt of thy ſhoes, but is all as meaſlrous rags. 


2. Conſider, that all the conditions of the new 
covenant, as to ſalvation, have been eompleatly 
ſulſilled, for ſinners, by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

3. Conſider, that the Lord calls thee to receive 
freely whatſoever Chriſt hath done, Rev. xxii. 1. 

4. Conſider, that thou canſt not honour God 
ore than to cloſe in with the proffers of grace, 


mercy, and pardon for fin, Rom. iv. 7. To have 


he mercy of Ged, che . of Chriſt, the invi- 
tations 


14 Sighs from Fell or, 
tations, exhortations, counſels, threatnings and 
promiſes of the word, the preachers thereof, and 
their ſermons, yea, all thy thoughts, words, and 
actions, together with thy food, raiment, ſleep, 
goods, and thy hours, days, months and years, i 
to riſe up in judgment againſt thee, how dread- I th 
ful will it be! For God will bring every work in · I N 
ro judgment, evith every ſecret thing, whether itn 
be good, or whether it be evil, Ecel. xii. 14. ii 
8. Iris fo unreaſonable a thine to refuſe the 0 
goſpel, that the very devils, as well as Sodom, Nui 
will come in againſt ſinners for it, and fay, Ove 
vile wretch ! that had not ſo much care of thy... 
ſou! as the beaſt bath of its young. Was thy faul ey 
worth ſo much, and didſt thou regard it fo little! Ira: 
Were the thunder: claps of the Jaw fo terrible, Ip. 
aud didſt thou fo flight them? Was the goſpel foly;j 
fully and freely tendered thee, and yet didſt thoiYl;, 
reject it? Haſt thou valued fin at a higher rat!Y;1;, 
than thy fou!, than God, Chriſt, angels, ſaints, Nine 
and communion with them in eterna! bletſedne/sÞ y, 
and glory? Waſt thou not told of hell- ſire: Didſt bi 
thou gever hear of thoſe intolerable roarings of wy 
the damned? and how they have not one drop i 
water to cool their tongues ? Thus, I ſay, may 
the very devi's (being ready to go with thee into 
the burving ſurnace of fire and brimſtone, tho 
not for ſins of fo high a nature as thine) ſay, 0 
that Chriſt had died for devils, as he died for 
men! and O that the goſpel had been preachedſ 


to us, as it was to thee; how would we have lag, 
boured to have cloſed with it! But tho! you weren 


: * and n to ou of; * wellen: 
| nr 
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O ſimple fools! that might have eſcaped 


"SY vengeance, hell-fire, and that to all eter- 
nity, and had no heart at all to it. 


6. May not the meſſengers of Jeſus Chriſt alſo _ 
come in with a terrible note aga)n(! thy foul when _ 


thou ſtandeſt at the bar of God's juſtice, ſaying, 
How often waſt thou forewarned of this day? 
Nid we not ſound an alarm in thine ears by the 


trumpet of God's word, day after day? Did we 
not tell thee ſin would damn thy ſoul? And that 


without converſion there was no ſalvation ? Did 


we not tell you, that God eut of his love to ſin- 


ners ſent Chriſt to die for them, that they might 


by coming to him be ſaved? Did we not ride, 


run, labour and ſtrive for the good of your ſouls? 


Did we not venture our goods and names, yea, 


kill ourſelves with moſt earneſt intreating of thee 
to conſider thine eſtate, and by Chriſt ro eſcape 


this dreadful day? O ſad doom! to fall under 
the truth of this judgment, and be made to ſay, 


How have I hated inſtruction, and my heart de- 
ſpiſed reproof ? And have not obeyed the voice of 


ny teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that 


inſtructed me? Prov. v. 12, 13. 


May not thy father, mother, Ty Wk alter, 5 


friends, &c. appear with gladneſs againſt thee at 
the terrible day, ſay ing, O thou wretch! how righ- 


teous is thy ſentence ? Remember thou wouldſt 


ot be ruled nor perſuaded by us in thy life-time, 
3 thou deſpiſedſt our admonition then, fo neither 


Ido we care for thy ruin, terror and damnation __ 


now ; no, but we will ſtand on God's fide in 


ntencing ut * to that Portion * hich the devils 
| muſt 
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LL. muſt be partakers of. 75 righteous ſhall rejoiet I u. 
ewhen he ſeeth the vengeance, &c. Pſal. Iviii. 10. wi 

O ſad! it is enough to make mountains tremble, 


more unwillingly, when the rope was about hit 
neck, than thou wilt turn from God to the devil, 


figh ? How willingly wouldſt thou hide thyſelt 
or run away from juſtice? But alas! as it is with 
thoſe ready to be executed, to will it be with thee; 


and rocks to rent 1n pieces, to hear this dreadful 
found. Conſider theſe things, and if thou wouldſſ 
be loth to be in this condition then, have a care 
of living in fin now. How loth wilt thou be to 
be thruſt away from the gates of heaven, and to 
be deprived of the mercy of God? How unwil- 
lingly wilt thou ſet thy foot forward to the lake 
of fire? Never did malefactor turn off the ladder 


from heaven to hell, when the ſentence is paſſed 
upon thy ſoul, Oh! how wilt thou groan and 


they would fain run away, but there are manyem 
halbert-men to ſtay them ; ſo the angeis of GodFe 


will befet thee round on every lide, ſo that thouſſſhe 


mayſt look, but run thou canſt not; thou mayl 
with thyſelf under ſome great rock or mountain, 
but how te get under it thou knoweſt not. 

Oh how unwilling wilt thob be to Jet thy fa 
ther, thy mother, or friend, &c. go ro heave 


without thee ? How willingly wonuldſt thon hang- 


on them, and not let them go? crying, O father om 
cannot you help me? O mother, cannot you cgeevi 
me ſome good? O how loth am I to burn 20% 3 


fry in hell, While you are ſinging in heaven ! bulo. 


alas! the father, mother, or friends fl:ght or re- hat 


ject then, ſaying, You ſiighted our counſels, andſjnd 


woul 


% would not have heaven in your lifetime, and now 
0. we flight your tears, cries, and condition. 


e, What ſayſt thou, ſinner, will not this perſuade 
full your heart, nor make you think before you fall 


df into that dreadſul place? O conſider how dread- 
are fal the place itſelf, the devils themſelves, the 


fre itſelf will be! and here you muſt ly and fry | 
toll for ever and ever. What pen can write, or tongue 


vil Jexpreſs, the ſad (tate and condition of ſuch a foul ? 
ake I ſhall conclude this then with a few conſide- 
derffirations by way of encouragement, 7 


his 1. Conſider, (for I would fain have you come 


vil, io, poor ſiuner) that there is a way made by je- 


ſſedllſus Chriſt for them that are under the curſe of 


and Cod to come to this comfortable and bleſſed ſtate 
ſellſpt Lazarus I was ſpeaking of See Eph. ii. 

vit 2. Conſider what Chriſt did for ranſoming of 
hee; 
zanycmpeſts of the law, the intolerable flames of hell, 


Godſhe ſoul: finking appearance of your perſon before 


thouſſthe judgment: ſeat; and from everlaſting fellow- 
naylſſup of an innumerable company of yelling and 


tab oul- amazing devils. I ſay, conſider what pains | 
hriſt took in bringing in redemption for ſinners; 


y fa} 1+ In that % he was rich, yet he became poor, 
avenſÞ Cor. viii. 9. He laid aſide his glory, lohn xvii. 


hang. and became a ſervant, Phil. ii. 7. He left the 
tber empany of angels, and encountered with the 


gu ccevil, Mat. iv. Luke iv. He left heaven's reſt 
2 ander a time, to ly upon hard mountains, Mat. viii. 


bufo. In a word, he became poorer than they 
yr re-Fat go with flail and ſtake, yea; than the birds 
 andſjnd foxes, and all io do the good. Conſider 

5 | 8 | : . alſo, | 


x oul | : 


f 
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your ſoul from all the curſes, thunder-claps and 


x08 Siphs 7 ae Hell» or, 

alſo, how he was Tens and rejected by men; 
undervalued, ſo that a murderer was preferred; 
falſly accuſed, mocked, ſpit upon, buffeted, his 
hair plucked from his cheeks, his back given to 
his ſmiters, his head crowned with rhorns, his 
hands pierced with nails, and his fide with a 
ſpear; alſo, how they ſo miſerably miſuſed him 
before he was crucifizd, that being ſpent and worn 
out, another was obliged to carry his croſs, 


2. Lay to heart a little what be ſuffered from 


God, tho' he was his dear Son, (1. ) In that he 
did reckon him the greateſt ſinner and rebel in 
the world; for he laid the fins of thouſands and 
ten thouſands, yea, thouſands of thouſands of 
ſinners to his charge, Ifai. liii. G. and cauſed him 
drink the terrible cup that was due to them all; 

- and delighted in ſo doing ; for it pleaſed the Lord 
fo bruiſe him, God dealt with his Son, as Abra- 
ham would have dealt with Iſaac, ay, and more 
terribly by ten thouſand parts; for he did not 
only tear his body like a lion, but made his ſou 
an offering for ſin; and this was not done feign- 

_edly but really; for juſtice called for it, he ſtand- 

ing in the room of ſinners. Witneſs that horrible 


= agony that fell ſuddenly on him in the garden, 


as if all the vials of God's unſpeakable ſcalding 
vengeance had been caſt upon him all at once, 
and all the devils in hell had broken looſe from 
thence to deſtroy him, inſomuch that the very 


g 3 pangs of death ſeized upon him in the ſame hour! i 


for, ſaith he, My foul is exceeding forrowful, and 
amazed, even unto death, Mark xiv. 34. Wit- 
neſs alſo that fraoge kind of ſweat that trickled 

| down 


1 Groans of a damned Soul. neg 
down his moſt bleſſed face, He ſwate as it were 


great drops, or clodders, of blood, trickling down 


to the ground, Luke xxii. 44. O Lord Jeſus ! 


what a load didſt thou carry? what a burden didſt 


thou bear of the ſins of the world, and the wrath 


of God? Thou didſt not only bleed at noſe and 


mouth, with the preſſure that lay upon thee, but 
thou waſt ſo preſſed, ſo loaden, that the pure 
blood guſhed thro” the fleſh and ſkin, and ſo ran 
trickling down to the ground. Canſt thou read 
this, O wretched ſinner, and yet go on in (in? 
Canſt thou think of this and defer repentance one 
hour longer? O heart harder than the flin ! what 


place in hell will be enough for thee to have thy 


ſoul put into? 


3. Beſides, his ſoul went down to hell, and 


his body to the bars of the grave, Pſal. xvi. 10. 
Acts ii. 31. and had hell, death, and the grave 
been ſtrong enough to hold him, he had ſuffered 
the vengeance of eternal fire; but, O bleſſed je- 


ſus ! how did{t thou diſcover thy love to man- 


kind in thus ſuffering ! and, O God the Father! 
how didit thou declare the purity and ſtrifneſs 
of thy juilice, in that thou didlt ſo wonderfully 
pour out thy wrath upon thy holy, innocent and 


undefiled Son, as to make him cry out, My God, 


my God, why ng thou forfaken me? And, 0 
Lord jeſus, what a glorious c: onqueſt halt thou 


Imade over the ene nies of our ſouls, even wrath, 


in, death, heil and devils, in that thou didit 


wring thyſelf from under the power of them all; 


ea, led them captive, which wou'd have led a3 
captive ; ; allo hail received for us at glerionr 
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110 Sig ths from Hell; or, 
and un ſpealeable? inheritance that exe hath not ſeen, 
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the. 
heart of man to conceive; and alſo baſt given 
4 them ſome diſcovery thereof thro” thy Spirit. 

4. Conſider, That tho? Jeſus Chrift hath done 
all theſe things for ſinners, yet the devils make 
it their whole ſtudy how they may keep you and 
others from erjoying theſe bleſſed privileges. 

He labours, 1. To keep thee ignorant of thy 
Rate by nature. 2. To harden thy heart againſt 
the ways of God. 3. To inflame thy heart with 
love to fin. And, 4. To get you to continue 
therein: For that is the way, he knows, to get 
you to be a partaker with bim of flaming heli- 
fire; lock to it therefore. 

But now, in the next place, a word of encou- 
ragement to you tha: are the ſaints of the Lord. 

x, Conſider What a happy ſtate thou art in, 

that haſt gotten the faith of the Lord Jeſus iato 
thy foul; for whea others go to hell and to the 
devil, thou ſhalt go to heaven and to God; when 
others go to priſon and roar for ſorrow of heart, 
thou ſhalt be ſer at; liberty, eaſe, and —_— 
and ſing for joy of heart. 

2dly, Conſider, you ſhall have all your well- 
ſpent life, the bleſſings of the goſpel, and of God, 


to follow you, inſtead of your fins, the dreadful 


_ curſes and condemnations of the law, and the 
liery ſentence of the Judge. 
adly, Let your diſſ-lution come when it will, 
it will only be a paſſage out of a priſon into a 
palace; out of a ſea of troubles into a haven of 


reſt ; out of a croud of enemies to an innumera- 
| . 
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ble company of true, loving and faithful friends; 
out of ſhame, reproach and contempt, into ex- 
ceeding great and eternal glory: for death ſhall 
not hurt you wits, bis ſling, but be a welcome 
oueſt unto you. 

gthly, Conſider, however it goes with friends 
and relations, and with the wicked, it will gu 
well with you, Eccl. viii. 12. Tet I know it ſhali 
go well with them that fear the Lord. 

. Let this therefore cauſe you cheerfully to 
exerciſe patience under all the calamities, croſſes, 


troubles and afflictions that may come upon you, . 


and by patient continuing in well-doing, to com- 
mit both yourſelf, your affairs and actions into 
the hands of God, thro” Crs as to a faithful 
Creator, who 1s true to his word, aad loveth to- 
give unto you whatſoever he hath promiſed. 

2. Be encouraged with comfort to hold on, 
rotwithitanding croſſes in this your journey; con- 
blering the place you muſt go to ſo foon 25 your 
diflolution comes: It is 10 heaven, to GH the 
Fudge of all, to an inuunmeræble company of an- 
gels, to the [piriis of juſt men made pei ſect, ts 
the general aſſembly and church of the firſt-barn, 
whoſe names are written in heaven, and to Feſus 
the Mediator of the nem covenant, and io the 
blood of ſprinkling, that ſpeaks better rhings for 
"ou tha Abel's did for Cain, Heb. xii. 22, &c. 

2. Conſider that when the dead ſhall be taiſed, 
= ſhall your body be raiſed out of the grave, 
de giorified, and be made like to Jeſus Chritt, | 
Phil. iii. 21. O excellent condition! 

4 When Jeſus Chriſt ſhall an on the throne 

K. 2 of 
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of his olory, you ſhall fit with him. O will not 
this be glorious, that when thouſands and thou. 
ſands of thouſands ſhall be arraigned before the 
judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, then to fit together with 
him upon the throne to paſs ſentence upon the 


ungodly? Will it not be glorious to hear this 


ſentence, Come, ye bleſed of my Father, inherit 
the kirgdowm prepared for you before the founda- 
tion of the world? Will it not be glorious to 
enter then with the angels and ſaints into that 
glorious kingdom, while others are in unutterable 
torments? How will it comfort you to think that 
the devil has not got your ſoul, that you are ſa- 
ved, and that not from a lirtle, but an exceeding 
great danger; not with a little, but with a great 
ſalvation? © therefore Jet the ſaints be joyful in 
glory; let them triumph over all their enemies; 
Ter them begia to ling upon earth, and triumph 
before they come to glory, even when they are 
in the midſt of their enemies; for this honour 
ſhall all his ſaints have, Pſal. exlix. 9. 


VERSE 29. Abraham ſaid unto him, They hav: 
Moſes and the prophets, let them hear them, 
N the verſes foregoing there is a diſcovery of 


| the lamentable ſtate of the poor ſoul that dies. 


out of Chriſt, and the ſpecial favour of God; and 
how little the glorious Majelty of heaven regaras 


or takes notice of their miſerable condition, 


Tn this verſe he doth magnify the word which 
was ſpoken to the people by the prophets and 
apoſtles : They have Moſes and the prephets ; as 
if he n ſas Ys Thou aſlceſt me that I ſhould 


ſend 


ſend Lazarus back again into the world to ig 


to them that live there, that they may eſcape that 


doleful place that thou art in; at needs that? 


Have they not Moſes and the prophets? Have 


they not had my miniſters and ſervants ſent unto 
them, and coming as from me? ] ſent Enoch, 
Noah, Moſes and Samuel; I ſent David, Iſaiab, 


Jeremiah, Daniel, Hoſea, and the reſt of the pro- 


phets, together with Peter, Paul, john, Matthew, 


James, Jude, with the reſt, let them hear them; 
what they have ſpoken by divine inſpiration, 1 | 


will own, whether it be for the damnation of 
thoſe that reject, or the ſaving of thoſe that re - 
ject their doctrine; and therefore what need have 


they that one ſhould be ſent to them in another 


way. Let them hear ther + Let them receive 


the words of Moſes and the prophets, aud clole 


with the doctrine declared by them, 
I ſhall not at this time {ſpeak any thing to that 


word Abraham, having touched upon it already: 


bur hall tell you what is to be underſtood by 
theſe words, They have Meſes and the prophets, 
let them hear them, With obſerve from hence is, 
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1. That the ſcripture: ſpoken by the holy men 


of God are a ſufficient rule t inftruR to ſalvation 


them that do aſſuradly believe and clote in with 
what they hold forth; ſor / ſcripture is given 


ty inſpiration of Cod, "4nd ts profitable for doc» . 


irine, for reprovf, for correition, for inſtruction 


in righteouſneſs; why? thot the man of God may © 
te perſect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all god 


works, 2 Tim. iti. 16, 17. Mark, All {c ripture 
all, take i: where and. in what place you will, i- 


3 | ED ag 


8 


114 Siphs from Hell: or, 
Profitable; for what? That the man of Cod, or 
he that is bound for heaven, and would inſtruct 
others in theif progreſs hither, may be perfect: 
It is profitable to ird him in caſe he be igno- 
rant, to reprove him if he tranſgreſs; to correct 
him if he has need of it; to confirm him if he is 
_ wavering. It is profitable for doctrine, that the 
poor ſoul may not only be helped, but 1horough!y 


- Furniſhed, not only to ſome, but ante all god 


works, When Paul would counſel Timothy to 


ſtick cloſe to the things that are ſound and ſure, 


preſently he puts him upon the ſcriptures, ſaying, 
Thou haſt from achild known the [criptures,which 
are able is make thee wiſe unto ſalvation, &c. 
The ſcriptures hold forth God's mind and will, 


| his love and mercy towards man, and alſo the 


Creatures cariage towards him from firſt to laſt; 
ſo if you would know the love of God in Chriſt 
to ſinners, then Search the ſcriptures, for they 
are they that teſtify of him. . 
Would you know what you are, and what is 
in your heart, then read the ſcriptures, and fee 
what is written in them, Rom. i. 29, &c. iii. 9. 
to 13. Jer. xvii. 9. Gen. vi. 5. viii. 21. Eph. iv. 
18. with many others. The ſcriptures, I ſay, 
are able to give perfect inſtruction in any of the 
things of God neceſſary to faith and podlineſs, 1 
we have but an honeſt heart ſeriouſly to weigh 
and ponder the things contained in them. 
To inſtance in things more particular for the 
further clearing of this: And firſt of the creation, 
Would you know ſomewhat concerning that! 
Then tead Gen. 1, and ii. and compare them = 
. N 5 „ 
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Iſai. Ix vi. 2. Prov. viii. 27, &c. Would you know 


whether he made them of ſomething or nothing? | 


Read Heb. i. 2, Whetlier he put forth Wh la- 
bour in making them? Read Pſal. xxxiii. 6. 


Would you know whether man was made cor- | 


rupt or upright ? Read Eccl. vii. 29. Gen. i. 10, 
21, 25, 31. Would you know where God did 
place him after he was made? Read Gen. ii. 15, 


And if he is ſtill in that ſtate in which God did 


place him? Read Eccl. vii. 29. God made man 
upright, but he ſought out many inventions ; and 
compare it with Rom. v. 6. and Eph. ii. 1. 
| If you would know whether man was firſt be- 
guiled or the woman? Read Gen. iii. 6, 1 Tim. 
2. 14. Whether God looked upon their eating 
the forbidden fruit to be fin or no? See Rom. v, 
12, &c. compared with Gen, iti. 17. Would you 
know whether it was the devil, or a natural ſer- 
pent, ſuch as baunt deſolate places, that beguiled 
them ? Read Gen, iii. 13, with Rev. xx. 2, &c. 
Would you know whether that ſin be imputed to 
us, and if man is curled oa that account? Read 
Rom. v. 12, &c. Eph. ii. 1. Gal. iii. 10. Would 
you know whether the curſe fell on the whole 
creation? Read Gen, iii. 17. Rom. viii. 20, &c. 
Whether man be defiled in every part? Read 
Iſai. i. 6. And what man's inclination is ſo ſoon 
as he is born? See Pſal. lviii. 3. The wicked are + 
eſtranged from the womb, * FL afiray as ſoon 
as they be born, | 
Would you know whether man once fallen 


from God by tranſgreſſion, can recover himſelf 
al by ought he can do! ? Then read Rom. iii. 20, &c. 


_—_ 
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And whether it 18 the deſire of the heart of man 
by nature, to follow God 1 in his own way, or no? 
Gen. vi. 5. Hol. xi. 7. 


 _ Would you know how God' $ bear ſtood af. 


fected towards men beſore the world began! 
Compare Eph, i. 4. with 2 Tim. i. 9. Whether 
ſin drew God's love from his creatures? And 
whether his love did ſtill abide towards them, 
for any thing they could do to make him amends? 
Read Jer. iii. 7. Micah vii. 18. Rom. v. 6, 7, 8. 


Deut. xi. 13, 13. Would you know how God 


could ſtill Iove his creature, and do his juſtice 
no wrong? Read Rom. iii. 25, 25,25. Being juf- 
tifed freely by his grace, thro the redemption that 
is in Jeſus Chrift ; «whom Cod hath ſet forth 15 
be a propitiation for fin, thro faith in bis blood, 

to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of 
Ans, &e. That is, God having his juſtice fatts- 
fied in the blood, righteouſneſs, aod death of his 
own Son, for the fins of poor ſinners, he can now 
fave them that come to him, tho' never fo great 
ſinners, and do his juſlice no wrong, becauſe it 
hath a full and complete ſatisfaction given it by 

his blood. 1 John i. 7. 8. 

Would you know who, pad what by was, wha 
out of his great love did die for ſinners? Com- 
pare john x. 17, 18. Rom. iv. 5. with Ifai. ix. 
6. Whether he did in that body bear our fins, 

and where? Read 1 Pet. ii. 24. Whether kc roſe 
again after he was crucified, with the ſane bo- 
dy? whether he did eat and drink with his dif- 

ciples after he aroſe out of the grave ? and whe- 


ther that yery des! is now above the clouds“ 1 
Read 
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Read Luke xxiv. 30, &c. Acts x. 41. Acts i. , &c. 
If you would know that the Quakers hold an er- 
ror, who ſay, the hody of Chriſt is within them; 
cor ſider the ſme ſcripture. | 

Would you know what Chriſt is now a 
in heaven? Then read Heb vii 2 5. Would you 
know who ſhall have life by bim? Read 1 Tim. 
j. 14. 15. and Rom. v. 6, 7, 8, which ſay, that 
Chriſt died for ſinners, for the ungodly. 

Would you know whether they that live and 
die in their fins, ſhall go to heaven, or not? Then 
read 1 Cor. vi. 10. Rev. xxi. 8, 27. which ſaith, 
they ſhall have their part in the lake that burn- 
eth with fire and brimſtone. Would you know 


whether man's obedience will obtain that Chriſt 


ſhould die for them or fave them! ? Theo read 
Mark ii. 17. Rom. v. 
Would you know whether righironneſs juſ- 


tification, and ſanctification, do come through 
the virtue of Chriſt's blood ? Compare Rom. v. 


9. with Heb, x. 10. Would you know whether 


2 natural man can abſlain from the outward acts 


of fin againſt the law, merely by a principle of 
nature? Then compare well Rom. ii. 14. with 
Philip. Ht, 6, Would you know whether a man 
by nature may krow fomething of the inviſible 
things of God? Compare ſerioufly Rom. i. 20. 
with ii. 14, 15, Would you know how far a 
man may go on in a proſeſſion of the goſpel, and 
jet fall away, then read Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6, They 
may taſte the good word of God, and the pows 
ers of the world 10 come. They may taſte of 
lhe heavenly gift, and be Partakers of the Holy 
Gholt, 
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ven? Read Matth. vii. 12, 14. 
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Ghoſt, and yet fo fall as never to be reconciled or 


rene wed again unto repentance; ſee alſo Luke xiii. 


Would you know how hard it is to go to hea- 
Luke xiii. 24. 
Would you know whether a man by nature be 


a friend to God, or an enemy? Then read Rom, 
i. Col. i. 21, 


Would you know who they are that ſhall go to 
heaven? Then read John iii. 3, 5, 7 2 Cor. v. 
17. And what a fad thing it is for any to turn 


their backs upon the goſpel of Chriſt? Read 
Heb. x. 28, 29. Mark xvi. 16. 


Would you know what, is the wages of ſin 
And where thoſe go that die unconverted ? Read 


Nom. vi. 23. Pſal, ix. 19. Iſai. xiv. . 


Reader, I might ſpend many ſheets of paper 


upon this ſubject, yea, might write a very great 


book, but I ſhall now forbear, deſiting you to 
be very converſant in the ſcriptures z for they 


teſtify of Feſus Chriſt, John v 39. The bereans 


were counted noble on this account; The eſe were 


more noble than theſe in? beide, in that they 
received the word with all readineſs of mind, and 
ſearched the ſcriptures daiiy, &c. Acts xvii. 11. 
But here let me give you obe caution, Have a 
care that you do not ſatisfy yourſelf with a bare 
ſearch of them, without a real application of 
him whom they teſtify of to thy ſoul, Zeſt inſtead 
of faring better for your Going this work, your 
condemnation be very moch heightened, in that 
aitho' you did read fo often the ſad tate of thoſe 
that die in fin, and the glorious ſtate of them 


—_ did cloſe in with + as Chriſt, yet you your- 


ſell 
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ſelf ſhould be ſuch a fool to loſe him, notwith- 
ſtanding your hearing und readisg ſo plentifully 
of him. 

They have Moſes and the hath; let them 
hear them, As if he ſhould ſay, What need have 
they that one ſhould be ſent unto them from the 
dead? Have they not Moſes and the prophets? 
Has not Moſes told them the danger of living in 
fn? Deut. xxvii. 15, to 26. and xxiii. 15, to 
the end of the chapter. Hath he not told them 
what a ſad ſtate theſe perſons are in that deceive 
theinſelves with the deceit of their hearts, ſay- 
icg, They ſhall have peace, tho they walk in tbe 
imagination of their heart, and add drunkenneſs 
to thirſt: But the Lord will not ſpare that man, 
% anger and bis jealouſy ſball ſmoie againſt 
tin, and all the curſes that are ritten in this - 
o book ſhall ly upon him, and the Lord ſhall blot out 
ii name from under heaven, chap. xxix. 18-21. 

s Again, did not Moſes write of the Saviour that 
ewas to come? Deut. xviii. 18. nay, have not all 
he prophets from Samuel, with all thoſe that fol- 
1d ow after, propheſied and foretold theſe things? 
i« Iherefore what need of ſuch a miracle as to ſend 
a lone from the dead unto them? 
dre Obſerve again, That God doth honour the 
of Fvritings of Moſes and the prophets as much, na 
ad nore, than if one ſhould riſe from the dead: 
pur Shall ot a people ſeek unto their Cod? What, 
vat Week for the living among the dead? To the law 
ole End to the tejtimony, Pith God, i they ſpeak 
em Fot according to this eyord, it is becauſe there is 
or- To light in them, lla. viii, 19. 20. And let me 
1 „ * 
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tell you any, that the devil knows this full t 
well, which makes him labour to beget in the rt 
hearts of his followers light thoughts of them; || be 
and to perſuade them, that even a motion from || he 
their own beguiled conſcience, er their own wie- tu 
ked ſpirits, is to be obſerved and obeyed before | th 
them. The very apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, tho' he th 
heard a voice from the excellent glory, ſaying, F 33 
This is my beloved Son, &c. yet writing to the | G« 
churches, he commends the writings of the pro- of 
phets bi fore it, ſaying, We have a more ſure | *1 
word of prophecy, unto which you do well to take Jer 
| heed, &c, 2 Pet. i. 19, Now, if you doubt whe- v 
ther in that place be meant the ſcriptures, the - 
words of the prophets, or no, read the next 
verſe, where he addeth for a certain confirmation 
thereof, Knowing this firſt, that no prophecy of 
the ſcripture is of any private interpretation: 
or prophecy came not of old time by the will of 
zan, but holy men of God ſpake as they were. 
moved by the Holy Gbeſt. And therefore what 
* a ſad thing is it for perſons to go about to diſ- 
own the ſcriptures! I tell you, however they 
may flight them now, yet when they come into 
bell they will fee their folly. 
Further, Who are toffed to and fro with the 
| ſeveral winds of doctrine that have been bro.:ch- 
ed in theſe days, but ſuch, for the moſt part, as 
have had a light eſteem of the ſcriptures, for the 
ground of error, as Chriſt faith, is becauſe they 
know not them, Mark xii. 24. And indeed, it is 
juſt with God to give them over to follo thelt 


own blinded conlciences, to be led into errors, 
5 | that? 
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that they might be damned, who belivvea not the 
things contained in the ſcripture, that they might 
be ſaved and go to heaven | cannot well tell 
how to have done ſpeaking for and on the ſerip - 
ture; only this | conſider, a word is enough to 
the wiſe; and therefore I ſhal] commit theſe 
things into the hands of them that are of Gd; 
as for the reſt, 1 ſhall ſay to them, rather than 


God will ſave them from hell, with the breach 


of his holy word, if they bad a thouſand ſouls 
a piece God would deſtroy them all; for the 


Jeripture cannot be broken, John x, 35. 


vexskE 20. And he ſaid, Nay, father Abraham: 


but if one went unto them from the dead, they | 
will repent 


HE verſe before, you 83 war 2 part of 
an anſwer to ſuch a+ loſe their ſouls ; alſo 


A tot of the ſcriptures of Moſes and the 


prophets; Now this verſe is an anſwer to what 
was ſaid in the former: and fuch an one as hath 
in it a rejection of the former anſwer. Nay, A- 
bratam; ny. faith he, do not ſay ſo; do not 
put them off with this: Send ane from the dead, 


| and then there will be ſome hopes. is true, 


you ſpeak of the ſcripture, of Moſes and the 
prophets, and ſayeſt, Let them hear them; but 
theſe things are not ſo well as I could wiſh : I 
had rather you would ſend one from the dead. 
la theſe words, Nay, father Abraham, there is a 
reproof given, Ny, le it not be ſo; nay, I do not 
like that, The ſame expreſhnn is aſed by Chriſt, 
Luke Xill, 4 « Think you that they _ whom the- 
7 tower 
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T tell you, Nay ; but except ye repent, ye ſhall all 
likewiſe periſh, So here, Nay, father Abraham, 
ſignifies a rejecting the firſt anſwer. 
The reaſon why he ſays nay, is, becauſe God 
doth put over all thoſe that will be ſaved to re- 
ceive and obſerve the truths contained in the 
ſeriptures; to have a high eſteem of them, and 
to love and ſearch them, as Chriſt faith, John 
v. 39. But the damned fay, Nay; as if he had 
aid, This is the thing, to be ſhort, my brethren 
are unbelievers, and do not regard the word of 
God; I know it by myſelf, for when I was in the 
world it was ſo with me: Many a good ſermon 
did I hear; many a time was I admoniſhed, de- 
_ fired, intreated, threatned, and forewarned of 
what I ſuffer ; but I was ignorant, felf-conceited, 
Jurly, obſtinate, and rebellious. Many a time the 
preacher told me, hell would be my portion, the 
devil would wreck his malice on me, God would 
pour on me his ſore diſpleaſure; but he had as 
good have preached to the ſtock, poſt, or to the 
{tones I trode on: theſe words rang in mine ears, 
but I kept them from my heart. I remember he 
alledged many a ſcripture, but thoſe 1 valued 
not: The ſcriptures, thought I, what are they ? 
A dead letter, a little ink and paper of three or 
four ſhillings price. Alas! what 1s th- ſcriprure? 
© Give me a ballad, a new book, George of Horſe- 
back, or B-uis of Southampron : Give me ſome 
book that teaches curious ar s, fables, or ſtories, 
but for the boy ſcrip ures 1 cared not. And as 
at Was with | Me then, e it is with my. brethren 
2 De 
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now: We were all of one ſpirit, loved all the 
fame fins, ſlighred all the ſame counſels, promi- 
ſes, encouragements and threatnings of the ſerip- 

tures: They are ſtil} as I left them, ſtill in un- 
belief, provoking God, and. rejecting good coun- 
ſel; ſo hardened in their ways, ſo bent to follow 
ſin, that let the ſcripture be ſhewed daily, let the 
meſſengers of Chrilt preach till their hearts ake, 
or till they fall down dead with preaching, they 
vill rather trample it under foot, and ſwine- like, 
rent them, than cloſe in with theſe gentle and 
bleſſed proffers of the goſpel. 55 
May, father Abraham, but if one ſbeuld riſe 
rom the dead, they will repent. Tho' they have 
- {Moſes and the prophets, the ſcriptures witueſſing 
| againſt them, they will not repent nor cloſe in 
a with Jeſus Chriſt. If therefore there be any 
> good done to them, they muſt have it another way. 
think, ſaith he, it would work much on them, 
1 if one ſhould riſe from the dead. And this truth 
hat ungodly men have a light eſteem of the ſcrip- 
e tures, is fo evident that it needs not many argu- 
„ ments to prove it, being ſo evidently manifeſted 
e ey their every day's practice, both in words and 
d Pctions, almoſt in all things they ſay and do: yet 
For the ſatis faction of the reader, 1 ſhall ſhew you 
ty a ſcripture or two, that it was and is true with 
? he generality of the worid; fee the words of 
. Nehemiah, chap. ix. concerning the children of 
e ſlracl, who, tho' the Lord afforded them mercy 
3, ©p2n mercy, as it is from verſe 19. to 25. yet 
as Fer ſe 26. he faith, Nevertheleſs they were difo- 
en Pedient, and rebelled againſt thee, (bur bow) and, 
: hs S$ | coſt 
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caft thy law 15610 their backs; and flew thy 
.* prophets which te/tified againſt them, to turn them 
to thee, and they wrought great provocations. 


Ob:erve iſt, They ſinned againſt mercy. 2dly, 
They lighted the law or word of God. 3dly, 


They fl-w the prophets that declared it unto 
them. 4thly, The Lord counts it a great pro- 

vocation. See Heb. iii. 10, to 10. and Zech. vii. 
11, 12. But they refuſed to hearken, and pulled 
away the ſhoulder, and ſiefped their ears that 
they ſhould not hear ; yea, they made their hearts 
as an adamant ſtone, leſt they ſhould hear the 


lau, and the words which the Lord of Hoſts ſent 


unto them in his Spirit by the former prophets, 
Mark, I pray you here alſo, 1. A refuſing to 
hearken-to the words of the prophets, 2. That 
they might do ſo, they ſtopped their ears, 3. 
If any thing was to be done, they pulled away 
their ſhoulders. 4. To effect this, they labour 
to make their hearts hard as an adamant-ſtone. 
$- And all this, leſt they ſhould hear and cloſe 
in with jeſus, and live, and be delivered from the 
Wrath to come. All which things hold out-an 
unwillingneſs to embrace the words of God, and 

- ſubmit to Jeſus Chriſt. Many other ſcriptures 
I might bring for confirmation of this, as Amos 
vii. 12, 13. and 1 Sam. ii. 24, 25. Read alſo ſe 
riouſly 2 Chron. xxxvi. 15. And the Lord God of 
_ their fathers ſent to them by his meſſengers, riſing 
up betimes, becauſe he had compaſſion on his peo- 
ple, and on his dwelling place. And did they 
make them welcome? No; but they mocked the 


| og, of God, and deſpiſed his words : And 
was 
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was that all? No; They miſuſed his prophets : 


| How long? Until the wrath of The Lord aroſe 


against them, till there was no remedy. See al- 
ſo Jer. xxix. 19, and xxv. 3,4, 5. Luke xi. 47. 
And beſides, the converſation of almoſt all men 
doth bear witneſs to the ſame, in that they daily 
neglect, reject, and turn their backs upon the 
plain teſtimony of the ſcriptures. : 

Take the threatniogs laid down in holy writ, 
end ſee how they are diſregarded ? There are 
few places in the Bible, but there are threatnings 
againſt one fin or other; againſt drunkards, ſwear - 
ers, proud perſons, trumpets, whoremongers, co- 
vetous, railers, extortioners, thieves, lazy per · 


ſons: In a word, all manner of fins are re proved, 


and with our Lord Jeſus, there is a ſore puniſn- 
ment to be executed on the committers of them; 


and all this made mention of in the ſcriptures. 


Bat for all this, how thick, and by heaps da theſe 
wretches go up ard down our ſtreets. Do but go 
into the ale-houſes, and you ſhall ſee every room Y% 
beſprinkied with then, fo foaming out their own. 
ſhame, that it is enough to make the heart of a 
ſaint to tremble, inſomuch that yup would not 
be bound to bave any fuciety with them any time 
for all the world. For as the ways of the godly. 
are not liked of the wicked, even ſo the ways of | 
the wicked are an abomination to the Joſt, Brov. 
Axix. 27. Plat. exx. 5, 6. 

1. The ſcriptu- es ſay, Cur/ed js the man that 
irafterh in man, that maketh fleſh bis arm, and | 
wheſz heart deparieth from the Lord, er. xvii. 5. 


| And yet how many. poor ſuis are tacie in the 


4; 3 World, 
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world, that ſtand in ſo much awe and dread of 


men, and do ſo highly efteem their favour, that 
\ they had rather venture their ſouls in the hands 
of the devil, with their favour, than they will fly 
to Chriſt for the ſalvation of their ſouls; nay, 
tho? they be convinced, that the way is the way 
of God, yet how do they labour to ſtifle convic- 
tion, and turn their ears away from the truth, and 
all becauſe they will not loſe the favour of an 
oppoſite neighbour ; oh I dare not for my maſter, 


my brother, my landlord; I ſhall loſe his favour, 


his houſe, or work, and ſo decay my calling. 


O ſaith another, I would willingly go in this 


way, but my father chides, and tells me he will 


not ſtand my friend when I come to want; I 


ſhall. never enjoy a penny - worth. of his goods, 
he will diſinherit me. 


And I dare not, ſaith another, for my y huſband, | 


for he will be railing, and tells me, he will turn me 
out of doors, he will beat me, and cut off my legs. 

But I tell you, if any of theſe, or any other things 
de ſo prevalent with ihee now, as to keep thee from 
ſeeking after Chriſt in his ways; they will alſo 


be ſo prevalent with God againſt thee, as to make 
him cut off thy ſcul, becauſe thou didſt rather truſt 


men than God; and delight in the embracing of 
men rather than in the favour. of the Lord. 
22 The ſcripture ſaith, He that being often. 
reproved, hardeneth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly be 
deſtreyed, and that without remedy, Prov. XXIX., 


1. Yet many are fo far from turning, tho' they 
| have been convinced of their. wretched ſtate an 
hundred times, that when convictions or. trouble 


Wm. Heragrencure. do Latter yourſelf, and thiok. 


for ſin comes on their conſciences, they go on (till. 


in the ſame manner, reſiſting and choaking them, 


tho' remedileſs deſtruction be hard at their heels. 
3. Again you have heard ſay, Unle/s a man be 


born again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 


heaven, John iii. 3, 5, 7. and you go on in a. 


natural ſtate, and unregenerate condition; nay, 


you do reſolve never to return nor be changed, 
tho? hell be appointed on purpoſe-to ſwallow up 


ſuch, Iſa. xiv. 9. Pſal. ix. 17. The wicked ſhall be 


turned into hell, and all the nalions that forgetCG od. 
4. Again, the ſcripture plainly ſaith, that he 
that loveth and maketh a lie, ſhall have bis part 


in the lake that burneth with fire and brimſtone, 


Rev. xxi. 8, 2). and yet you are fo far from, 
dreading it, that it is your delight to jeſt and jeer. 
for a penny, or two pence, or ſix pence gain: and, 


alſo, if you can make the reſt of your companions. 
merry, by telling things that are falſe of them that 
are better than yourſelf, you do not care a ſttaw: 


Or if you hear a lie from, or of another, you will. 
tell, and ſwear to the truth of it: O miſerable! 


5. You have heard anc read, that he that be- 


lie ves not, ſhall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. and. 


that all men have not faith, 2 Thefl, iii. 2. and 
yet you do fo much Cilregard theſe things, tbat 
it is like you did never ſearch or ęxamine ſeri-. 


ouſly whether you were in the fault or no; but. 


contents yourſelf with the hypocrite $ hope, which d 
at the laſt Cod will cut off, and count it no better 
than the ſpider's web, job viii. 13, 14, or the 


houſe that is built on the ſand, Luke vi. 49. Nay, 
that 
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that your faith is as good as the beſt of them all? 
When, alas! poor foul, you may have no ſaving. 


faith at all; which you have not, if you be not 
bora again, and made a new creature. 

6. You have heard, that he that neglects God's 
great ſalvation, ſhall never eſcape his great dam- 
nation, Heb. ii. 3, compared with Luke xiv. 24. 
and Rev. xiv, 19, 20. And yet when you are in- 
vited, intreated and be ſeeched to come as in Luke 
xiv. 17, 18. 2 Cor. v. 20 Rom, xii. 1. you will 


make any excuſe to ſerve the turn. Nay, you 
will be ſo wicked as to put off Chriſt time after 


time, notwithſtanding he is fo freely proffered 
unto you; a little ground, a few reg a farm, 
a wife, a two penny matter, a play, pay, the 
fear of a mock, a ſcoff, or 2 jeer, is of greater 
weight to draw you back, than the ſalvation ot 
your ſoul to draw you forward. . 

7. You have heard, that aw4o/ever ail] be a 
friend of the world, is an enemy of God, James 
iv. 4. But you regard not thoſe things, but con- 


trariwiſe, rather than you would be out of the 


friendſhip and favoar of this world, you will {in 
againſt your own conſcience, and get yourſelf 
into favour by fawning and flattering of the world: 
Yea, rather than you. will go without it, you 
will diſſemble, lie, back-bite your neighbour, 


| and an hundred other tricks you will have. 


3. You have heard that the day of judgment is 
near, when you and I, and all of us muſt appear 
before the tribunal of J:ſus Chriſt, and there be 
made to give an account to him that is ready to 


judge the quick and the dead; even of all that 
| | ever 
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ever we did; yea, of all our fins in thoughts, 
words, and deeds, and ſhall certainly be damned 
for them too, if we cloſe not in with our Lord je- 
ſas Chriſt, and what he hath done and ſuffered, for 
eternal life; and that not notionally, or traditt- 
onally, but really and ſavingly, in the power, and 
by the operation of the Spirit, thro? faith, Ecel. 
xi. 9. xii. 14. Heb. ix. 27. Acts x. 42. xvii. 30, 
31. 2 Cor. v. 10. Rev. xx. 12. And I /aw the dead. 
ſmall and great. fland before God : and the books 
were opened; and the dead were judged out of 
theſe things that were written in the books. There 
is the book of the creatures, the book of conſci- 
erce, the book of the Lord's remembt ance, the 
book of the law, the book of the goſpel, Rom. 1. 
20. compare with ii. 12. Rev. vi. 10. John xii. 
48. Then ſhall be ſeparate them one it m another, 
as a ſhepherd divideth his ſheep ſrom the goats; © 
And he ſhall ſet the ſheep on his right hand, and 
the goals on the left, Matth. xxv. 32, and he ſhall 
ſay to them on the right hand, (eme, ye bleſſed, 
verſe 34. but to the other, Go, or, Depart, 3e 
cur/ed. verſe 41. Yet notwithſtanding the ſcrip- 
tures do ſo plainly and fully ſpeak of thoſe things, 
alas! who 1s there that is weaned from the world, 
and from their fins and pleaſures, to „y from the 
wrath to come? Matth. iii. 7. altho' we are aſ- 
ſured that heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, ra- 
ther than one jor or title of the word ſhall fail, till 
all be ſulfilled, they are fo certain, Luke xxi 33. 

But leaving the threatnings, let us come to 
the promiſes, and ſpeak ſomewhat of them; and 
you may ſee how * men make of them, and 

| how 


„ 7 from Fell: 


how little they ſet by them, 3 the 


mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken them. 


As, 1. Turn ye fools, ye ſcorners, ye ſimple | 


ones, and behold. I will pour cut my Spirit unto 
you, Prov. i. 32. And yet perſons had rather be 
in their fooliſhneſs and ſcorning ſtill, and rather 
embrace ſome filthy luſt, than the holy, unde- 
filed, and bleſſed Spirit of Chriſt, through the 
- promiſe, tho by it, as many as received it, are 
ſealed unto the day of redemption, Eph, iv. 30. 


And altho' he that lives and dies without i it is 


none of Chriſt's, Rom. viii. 9. 

2. God hath ſaid, if you do but come to him 
in Chriſt, though your fins be as red as ſcarlet, 
they ſhall be as white as ſnow, Iſa. i. 18. and he 
will by no means caſt you away, John vi. 37. yet 
poor ſouls will not come to Chrift that they might 

have life, John v. 40. but rather after their hard 
and impenitent heart, treaſure up to themſelves 
ewrath againſt the day of wrath, and revelation of 
the righieous judgment of Cod, Rom. ii. 4, 5, 6. 

2. Chriſt Jeſus bath ſaid in the word of truth, 
| es if ary man will. ſerve and follow him, awhere 
he ir, there ſhall alſo his ſervant be, John x1. 26. 


Bur yet poor ſouls chooſe rather to follow ſin, 
Satan and the world, tho” their companicns be 


devils, and damned foals for ever, Matth. xxv. 31. 


4. He hath ſaid allo, Seek ye firft the kingdom . 


of God, and all other things fhall be added, But 
Jet whoſo will ſeek the kingdom of heaven, they 
will firſt ſecure the things of this life: And if 
they muſt needs ſeek after heaven, or elſe be dam- 


ved, they will ſtay ll they have more leiſure, — 
ti 
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tothe gods they have ſerved, which are the devils, 


Jadg. x. 13, 24. Co to the gods you have ferved, 


and let them deliver you, See John viii. 23. 


5. He hath faid, There is no man that for- 
faketh father or mother, wife or children, or lands 
for his ſake and the geſpel's, but ſhall have aw 
hundredfold i in this world, with perſecutions, and 


in the world to come, eternal life, Mark x. 30. 


Bat men, for the moſt part, are ſo ſar from de- 
lieving the certainty of this, they will icarce loſe 
earning of a penny to hear the word of God, the 


goſpel of ſalvation; nay, they will neither go 


themſelves, nor ſuffer others, if they can helpi Its - 
threatning to do them miſchief, if it ly in their 

way: ray, further, many are ſo far from partiag 
wirh any vorldly gain, for Chriſt's ſake and the 
goſpel's, that they are ſtil] ſtriving by hook and 
crook, as we ſay, (wearing, lying, cozening, ſteal- 
ing. covetouſneis, extortion, oppreſhon, torgery, 
bribery, flattery, or any other way to get more, 


tho' with theſe they get death, wrath, damnation, 
hell, the devil, and all the plagues that God can 


pour out upon them. And it any do not run with 
them to the ſame excels of riot, but will be ſo 
8 | bold 
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till they can better attend to it, have other things 
handſom about them; or till they are older, and 
have littleeiſe todo; or when they come to be ſick 
and to die: then Lord have mercy upon me! tho“ 
it be ten thouſand to one but they periſh for ever. 
For commonly the Lord deals with ſuch ſinners 
who put him off when he is ſtriving with them, 
either to laugh at their calamity, and mock when 
their fear cometh, Prov, i. 26. or eiſe ſend them 
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dold as to follow the ways of God; if they can do 


no more, yet they will whet their toagues like a 
ſword to wound them, and do them the greateſt 
milchief they can, both in ſpeaking againſt them 
to n ighbours. to wives, to huſbands, to landlords, 
and raiſing falſe reports of them. But let ſuch take 
heed.leſt they bein ſuch a ſtate and woful condition 


as he was in who ſaid in vexation and anguiſh of 


ſoul, One drep of cold water to cool my tongue. 
Thus might I add many threatnings and promi- 


ſes, out of holy writ, beſides theſe heavenly coun- 


ſels, loving reproofs, free invitations to all ſorts of 
ſinners, old and young, rich and poor, bound and 


free, wiſe and unwiſe; all which have been, are, 


and it is to be feared, will be trampled under the 
Feet of thoſe ſwine, | call them not men. But! 
__ take a review of ſome of them. 
- Counſel, What heavenly counſel i is that, 
"ai Chriſt ſaith, Buy of me gold tried in the 
Fre, that thou mayſi be rich, and white raiment 
that thou mayſt be cloathed. that the ſhame of thy 


nakedne/s may not appear, Rev. iii 17, 18. Al- 


fo that, Ho, every one that thirſteth, come to the 


waters; yea, come, buy wine and milk without 
| money, and without price Iſa. Iv. 1. Hear and your 


foul ſhall live, ver 3. Lay hold on my flrength, 
| that you may make peace with me, Ia. xx vii. 5. 


2. Inſtruction. What inſtruction is here! Hear. 


inſtruction and be wiſe, and refuſe it not. Bleſ 
| fed is the man that heat eth me, ſaith Chriſt watch 
ing daily at my gates, waiting daily at the poſit 
of my der, : for whoſo findeth me, findet) ife, 


and Jail obtain favour 4 the Lord, Prov. viii. 22. 
kee, 


meant. Labour not for the meat that periſbeth, 


and thou ſhalt be ſaved, Acts xvi. 21 Believe not 


* 
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Tale heed that no man deceive you by any 


but for that meat which endureth unto everlaſting 
life, John vi. 27. Strive to enter in at the trait 
gate, Luke xiii. 24. Believe on the Lord Jeſus, 


every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, Quench not the 
Spirit. Lay hold on eternal life. Let your light 
fo ſhine before men, that they may ſee your good 
works, and glorify your Father who is in he aven, 
Matth. v. 16. Tide heed and beware of hypicri« 
5, Watch and be ſober. Learn of me, (faith 
Chriſt) Come unto me. 

3. Forewarning. What ferewaraing. is here! 
Becauſe. there is wrath, beware leſt he take thee 
aw iy with his ſtrole, then a great ranſom cannot 
deliver thee, Job xxxvi. 18. Be ye not mockers, 
left your band; be made firong, Iſa. xxviii. 22. 
Beware therefore, leſt that come uprn you tat ir 
written, B hold, ye deſpiſers, and wonder and 
periſh, As xui 40. 41 Le! him that think'th 
he flandeth, take heed left he fall i CM. x 12. 
Warch and pray. leſt ye enter into tempration, 
Luke xx, 30 Let us therefore fear leſi a pro- 
miſe being left us of entering into bes reſt, any of 
you hauld come ſhort of it, Hab iv 1. {/ will 
therefore put you in remembrance, thy you once 
kn-w this, how that the Lord having Javed the 
þ-ople out of Egypt, afterwards deſtiored them 
that believed not, Jude 5. Hold faft that the 
haſt, that no man take thy crown, Rev. ni. il. 

4+ Comfort” What comfort is here! He bat 
rometh ante me, 1 twill in no wiſe caſt out, John 

5% T vi. 
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vi. . Come unto me all ye that [abour, and 


ere heavy laden, and I will give you ret Matth. 
xt. 28. He of good cheer, thy fins are forgiven 


thee; for Iwill never leave thee, nor forſake thee ; 
fer I have loved thee with an everlaſting love, Jer, 
Axxi. 2. lay down my life for my ſheep, Ian 
cue that they might have life, and that they might 


have it more abundantly. I have heard thee in an 


accepted time, and in the day of ſalvation have 1 
ſuccoured thee, 2 Cor. vi. 2 75 your fins be as 
feartet, they ſhall be white as ſnow. For I have 
blotted out as a thick cloud thy tranſgreſſins, Ne- 
urn unto me, for I have redeemed thee, Iſa. xliv. 22. 
5. Crie/ to thoſe that fall ſhort, O ſad grief! 
How have I hated inltrudiin, and mine heart 

deſpiſed reprovf, & Prov. v. 12, They hall lork 
#2 the earth, and behold trouble, darkneſs, and 
dimneſi of anguiſh, Iſa. viii. 21, 22 He hath 
#iſperſed abroad. he hath given to the poor, his 

righteouſneſs endureth for ever. The wicked ſhall 


fee it, and be grizved ; he ſhall gnaſh with bis 


teeth, and melt away: the d:fire of the wicked 
ſhall periſh, Pla'. cxii. 9g, io. There /hall be 
avzeping, wh: n.you [hall ſee Jbrabam, Iſ1ac, and 
. and all the prophets in the fngedam of 
Heaven, and yu yourſelves thruft out, Luke x ii. 

28. All which things are ſlighted by the world. 


Tus nuch touching this, that ungodly mea 


undervalue the icriptures, and yive no credit to 
ih m, when the truth contained in them is held 
forth in ſi nplicity unto them, but rather cry out, 
| Nay, but if one ſhould riſe from the dead | Fhen 

they think lomething might be done, when alas! 
_ | e 
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tho' ſigns and wonders were wreught. they would 
pever the ſooner convert, tho' they ſuppoſe they 
ſhould, as is evident by the carriage of their fore - 
runners, who albeit the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
did confirm his doctrine by miracles, as opening 
blind eyes, caſting out devils, and raiſing the dead, 
they were ſo far froin receiving either him or his 
doctrine, that they put him to death for bis pains; 
the* he had done ſo many miracles among them, 
pet they believed not in him, Joho xii. 37. But 
to paſs from this, I ſhall lay down ſome grounds 
of their rejecting and undertaluing the ſcrip+ 
tures, and ſo paſs on. ax: | 

1. Becauſe they do not believe that they are 

the word of God, but rather ſuppoſe them to be 

| the inventions of men, written by ſome politician, 
on purpoſe to make poor ignerant people ſubmit 
Ido ſome religion or government. Though they 
do not ſay this, yet their practices teſtify the ſame, 
as he that whea he heard the words of the curſe, bo 

yet bleſſeth himſelf in his heart, and ſaith he ſhall 49 
have peace, tho' God faith he ſhall have none; Il. 


ö 
| and this muſt be, for did men believe this, that 
ö it is the word of God, then they muſt believe that 
he that ſpake it is true; therefore ſhall every word 
ard tittle be fulſilled; and if they come once to 
this, unleſs they be ark mad, they will have a 
care how they do throw themſelves under the laſh 
of eternal vengeance, For the reaſon why the 
Theſſalonians received the word, was becauſe 
they believed it was the word ef Cod, and not the 
word of man, which did efcually work in them 
| wi their believing, 1 Tt ii. 13. So that * 
ö > WS 2 
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a man but receive it in hearing, or reading, or 


meditating, as it is the word of God, they would 


de converted: Put the word preached did not 
profit, not being mixed with faith in theme that 
heard it, Heb, iv. 2. 

2. Becauſe they de not indeed ſee fave 


by nature heirs of that exceeding wrath and ven - 
geance that the ſcriptures teſtify of. For did they 


but conſider what God intends to do with thoſe 


that live and die in a natural ſtate, it would either 
fink them into deſpair, or make them to fly for re- 
fuge to the hope that is ſet before them: but if 


there be never ſuch fins committed, and never ſo 
great wrath denoui ced, and the time of execution 
de never ſo near, yet if the party that is guilty be 
ſenſeleſs, and altogether ignorant thereof, he will 


be careleſs, and regard it nothing at all: But 
take him at another time, when he is a little a- 


Wakened, and then you {hall hear him roar, and 
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cry out ſo long as trouble is upon him, and a 


ſenſe of the wrath of God hanging over his head; 
Siri, what muſt I do to be ſaved? Tho' the ſame 


man at another time, when his conſcience is fal- 


len aſleep and grown hard; will ly like the ſmith's 


dog at the foot of the anvil, tho' the fire ſparks 


fly in his face : but as I ſaid before, when any one 
18a little awakened, O what work will one verſe, 
one line, yea, one word of holy ſcripture make 


in his heart! He cannot ear, ſleep, work, or keep 


| company with his former companions, and all 


becauſe he is afraid that the damnation ſpoken of 
in ſcripture will fall to his ſhare; like Balaam, 


who ſaid, 16 cannot go ens the word of the © 
Lord, | 
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Lord, Numb. xxii. 18. So as long as he had b 5 
thing of the word of the Lord, with authority, 
ſeverity and power on his heart, but at another 
time he could teach Balak to caſt a ſtumbling | 
block before the children of Iſrael, Rev. ii. 14. 
3. Becauſe the carnal prieſts do tickle the ears 
of their hearers with vain philoſophy and deceit, 
and thereby barden their hearts againſt the ſim- 
plicity of the goſpel, and words of God, which 
things the apoſtle admoniſhed thoſe that had - | 
mind to cloſe in with Chriſt to avoid, Col. ii. 8. 
ſaying, Beware leſt any man (be he what he wil!) 
ſpoil you through philoſophy and vain deceit, 
after the traditions of men, and rudiments of the 
eworld, and not after Chriſt. And you who. 
muzzle up your people in ignorance with Ariſto- 
tle, Plato, and they of the heathen philoſophers, 
and preach little, if any thing of Chriſt right'y, | 
1 fay unto you, that you ſhail find that you hase 
ſianed againſt God, and beguiled your hee rs, 
when God thallin the judgment day lay the cauſe 
of the damnation of many thouſands of fou!s o 
your charge, and will require their blood at 
your hands, Ezek. xXXiti. 6. 
4. Another reaſon why the carnal eerie: 
world do ſo flight the { ſcriptures, is, becauſe the 
judgment ſpoken of in the ſeriprare; is not pre 
ſently executed on the tranſgreſlors. becaufe 
ſentence againſt an evil att is not ſpeedily execus 
ted, therefore the hearts of the ſons of men are 
Holly ſet in them to do evil, Eccl. viii. 1. Be- 


cauſe God doth not preſently ſtrike the poor 5 ö 


wretgh: 2s ſoon as he fins, but waits and forh<ars, 
JJV 
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and is patient; therefore the world judging God 


to be unfaithful, ge to it again and again, and 
every time grown harder and harder, till at laſt 
God is forced either to ſtretch out his mighty 


power to turn them, or elſe death, with the devil 


and hell to fetch them: Thou thoughteſt (ſaith 


God) that I was altogether ſuch an one as thy-. 
felf; but I will reprove thee, and ſet thy fins in 


order before thy face. Now conſider this, ye that 


forget Cod, leſt I tear you in pieces, and there 


be nome to deliver you, Plal. I. 21. 22. 
5. Another reaſon why the blind world do 


fight the authority of ſcripture, is, becauſe they 
give ear to the devil, who, thro' his ſubtilty, 


eaſteth falſe evaſions and corrupt interpretations 


on them, rendring them not ſo point-blank the 
| mind of God, and a rule for direction to poor 
| - ſouls, perſuading them that they muſt give ear 
and way to ſomething elſe beſides, and beyond 


thats orelſe he labours to render i it vile and con- 
temptible, by perſuading them it is a dead letter; 


but they know not what they ſay, or wWhereof 
they affirm; fot the ſeripture is not ſo dead, but 
that the knowledge of it is able to make any man 


wviſe unto ſalvation, thro" faith and love 104. is 
in Chrift Jeſus, 2 Tim. iii. 15. and is profitable 


| Fur inſirudion, reproof, and correction in rigbie- 
ouſneſi, that the man of God may be throughly 1 


furniſhed to all good works, ver. 16 and 17. 
And where it is ſaid, the letter killeth, he 


meaneth the law, as it is the miniſtration of dam- 
nation, or a ccvenant of works, and ſo indeed 


3 it deth kill, and wor do, decauſe i it is juſt, for- 
9 5 ü aſmuch 
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| aſmuch as the party that is under the ſame is 
not able to yield to it a complete, continual obe- 


dience; bur yet I will call Peter and Paul to 
witneſs, that the ſcriptures are of a very glorious 


concernment, inaſmuch as in them is held forth 


to us the way of life; alſo in that they do ad- 
miniſter good pronnd of hope to us, Rom. xv. 3. 
For whatſoever things were written aforetime, 


"were written for our learning. that through pa- 


tience and comfort of the ſcriptures we might have 
hope. And again, Rom. xvi. 25, 26. Now to him 
that is of power 10 eftabliſh you according to my _ 
geſpel. and the preaching of Feſus Chriſi, accord- 
ing to the revelation of the myſtery, which was. 
kept hid fince the world began ; but now is mad? 
manifeſt, and by the ſcriptures of the prophcts, 
according to the commandment of the everlaſting 
God, made known to all nations for the obedience. 
of ſaith. And therefore, whoſoever they be that 
flight the ſcriptures, they flight that which is no) 
leſs than the word of God; and they who flight - 
that, Night him that ſpake it; and they that do. 
fo, let them look to e ee for God will be 
revenged on ſuch. Much more might be ſaid to 
this thing, but I would not be tedious. 5 4 
A word or two more, ſo 1 have done with "TI 
Conſider the danger of fighting the words of the. 


' prophets or apoltles, whether they be correction, 


reproof, admonition, forewarning, or the bleſ- 
ſed invitations and promiſes contained in them. 

1. Such ſouls do provoke God to anger, and 
to execute his vengeance on them: They refuſed. 
to hearken, they pulled my their ſhoulders, they 


3 b 
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fopped their ears, le/? they ſhould hear the law; 


yea, they made their hearts as hard as an ada- 
mant flone, that they might not hear the law, ard 


the words that were ſpoken to them by his Spirit 


in the former prophets : therefore came a great 
wrath upon them, Zech. vii. 11, 12. 


2. God will not regard them in their calamity: ; 


Becauſ? I called, and ye refuſed, I ftretched out 


my hand, and no man regarded: but, ye ſet at 


nmnght all my counſel, and would have none of 


my reproof : { will laugh at your calamity, and 


mock when your ſear cometh, When your fear 
cometh as deſalation, and your deſtruction 4 4 
whirlwind. Then ſhall they call, but I will not 
anſwer ; they ſhall ſzek me early, but rhey _ 
rot find me, Prov. i. 25, &c. 

3. God doth commonly give up ſach men to 
deluſions, to believe lies; becauſe they recerved 
not the love of the truth, that they miph be ſaved, 
therefore God /ha!l ſend them f? eng deluſione, 


that they ſhould believe o lie, that they all aui 801 


be damned, 2 Theſſ. ii. 11 12. 


4. In a word. they that do continue fo to be- 
gelecc and flight the word of God, they ere ſach 


for the molt part, as are oidained to be Camned. 
Old Eli his ſons not hearkning to the voice of 


heir father reproving them for their ſins, but 


diſobeying his voice, is ſaid to be, becauſe the 


Lord would ſlay them, 1 Sam. ii. 15, Again ſee 


in 2 Chron. xxv. 15, &c. Amaziah having ſinned 
againft the Lord, he ſends to him a prophet 10 


reprove him ; but Amaziah ſays, Fortear, wy 


ſhoutdft theau be nes He did no! bearken to 
the 
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: the word of God : then the prophet ſorebore, ſa x- 
ing, I know that God hath determined to deſiroy a Fo 1 


verſe, which at this time I ſhall paſs by; partly 
becauſe the ſum of them hath been touched al- 


Venxsx 31. And he ſaid unto him, If they hear 
not Moſes and the prophets, neither will they 
be perſuaded, though one roſe from the dead. 


| Moſes was a man of great renown, a man of 
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thee, becauſe thou haſi not hearkned te my counſel. o 
Read therefore, and the Lord give thee under- 


flaoding for a miſerable end will thoſe have that 
gb on in ſinning againſt God, rejecting his word. 


Other things might have been obferved from this 


ready, and may be more clearly hinted at in the 
verſe following; and therefore I ſhall ſpeak a 
few words to the next verſe, and fo draw to- 
wards : a concluſion. | | | 


W ND he ſaid, that 1 is, God made anſwer to 
the words ſpoken in the verſe before, 7 
they hear not Moſes, &c. As if he had ſaid, 


worthy note, a man that talked with God face 
to face, as a man ſpeaketh to his friend; the 
words that Moſes ſpake, were ſuch as Il command- 
ed him to ſpeak ; let who will queſtion them, I 
will own them, credit them, bleſs them that cloſe 
in with them, and curſe thoſe that reject them. 
| myſelf ſent the prophets, they did not run 
of their own heads; I gave them a commiſſion ; 
{ thruſt them cut, and told them what they 
ſnould fay : In 4 word, they bave told the world 
what my mind is to do, both to ſinners and to 
ny: They bave Moſes and the prophets, let 
| them | 
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mem hear * ; therefore he that ſhall re ject 
and turn his back, either upon the threatnings, 
counſels, admonitions, invitations, promiſes, or 
whatever elſe I have commanded them to ſpeak, 


as to- ſalvation and life, and to directioos therein, 


ſhall be ſure to have a ſhare in the many curſes 
that they have ſpoken and the doctrine pronoun- 
ced by them, Again, F they bear not Moſes and 
the prophets, &c. As if he had ſaid, You would 
have me to ſend one from the dead unto them ; 
what needs that? They have my mind already, 
I have declared unto them what I intend to ſtand 


to, both for ſaving them that believe, and damn- 


ing them that do not. That therefore which 1 
have Haid, I will make good, whether ye bear or 
' forbear : and as for the deſire of yours, you had 
as good deſire me to make a new Bible, and ſo to 

revoke my firſt fayings by the mouth of my pro- 
phets: but I am God and not man, and my word 


is immutable, unchangeable, and ſhall ſtand as 


faſt as my decree can make it: Heaven and earth 
ſhall paſs away, but one jet or one tittle of my 
word hail not poſt. If you had ten thouſand 
| brethren, and every one in Ganger of loſing his 
ſoul, if be did not cloſe in with what is contain- 
ed and recorded in the ſcriptures of truth, they 
mult even every one of them periſh, and be for 


ever damned in bell; for the {eriptures cannot be | 


broken, I did not ſend them ſo unadviſedly, to 
recal it again by another conſideration ; no, for 
A ſpake in righteoujneſs and judgment, Ia, }xiii, 
J. and in much wiſdom and counſel. It being 
therefore gone out of my mouth in this manner. 


it 
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it ſhall not return in vain, until it hath accom- 
p:iſhed the thing whereunto I hare ſent it, | 
But again, you ſuppoſe that miracles and won- 
ders will work more on them, which makes you 
ſay, Send one from the dead: but herein you are 
miſtaken; for I have proved them with that once 
and apain, by more than one, or two, or three 
of my ſervants. How many miracles did Moſes 
by commandment from me in the land of Egypt, 
at the Red-ſea, and in the wilderneſs? Yet they 
of that generation were never the ſooner convert- 
ed for that, but notwithſtanding rebelled and 
luſted, and in their hearts turned back into E- 
pt, Acts vii. 39. How many miracles did Sa- 
muel, David, Elias, Eiiſha, Daniel, and the reſt 
cf my prophets, together with my Son, who 
raiſed the dead, caſt out devils, made them to ſee 
that was born blind, gave and reſtored limbs; yet 
for all this, they hated him, they crucified him. | 
I raiſed him again from the dead, and he appear» 
ed to his diſciples, who were called, and Choſen, 
and faithful, and gave them commandment and 
commiſſion to go and teſtify the truth of this to 
che world; and io confirm the ſame, he enabled 
hem to i eak with diverſe tongues, and to work 
miracles more plentitully; yet there was a great 
perſecution raiſed againſt them, inſomuch that 
but a fewof them died in their beds. Anu there» 
fore, though you think that a miracle will do fo 
much with the world, yet fas, no; for A they will 
not believe Mojes and the p- e, neither will 
they be perſuaded, tbaugh one roſe from 1he dead. = 
From iheſe words therefore take notice of this 
truth, 


8 Sieb from Het or, 
truth, namely, that theſe who reject and believe 
not Moſes and the prophets, are a very hard- 


hearted people, that will not be perſuaded, tho 


one roſe from the dead. They that regard not 
the holy ſcriptures, to turn to God, finding them 
to teſtify of his goodneſs and mercy, there is but 
little hopes of their ſalvation; for (mark) re 
aui not be perſuad2d, though one ſhould riſe 
from the dead. This truth 1s confirmed by Jeſus 
Chriſt himfelt ; if you read John v. where the 


Lord is ſpeaking of himſelf, that he is the very 


_ Chriſt, he brings in four or five witneſſes to back 
what he ſaid. (I.) John Baptiſt. (2.) The 


works that his Father gave him to do. (3.) His | 


_ Father ſpeaking from heaven. (J.) The teſti- 


mony of the ſcriptures. Then all this was | 


done, ſeeing yet they did not believe, he lays 
the fault upon one of theſe two things: 
1, Their regarding an eſteem among men. 


2. Their not beiieviag of the prophets writings, 


even \&'es and the reſt, For had ye believed 
M-ſes (ſaith he) ye would have believed me ; for 
he nurote of me: but if you believe not his aur it- 
ings, how can ye believe my words? Nov fay,, 
he that doih ſlight the ſcriptures, and the teſti - 
mony of the prophets in them coricerning Jeſus 


Chrift, muſt needs be in great danger of loſing _ 


his foot. if he abide in this condition, becauſe. 
he that flights the teſtimony, doth alſo flight the 


things telt ſied of, let him ſay the contrary never 
fa often, for, as Jeſus Chiift hath here laid 


down the reaſon of mens not receiving him, ſo 
the apoltle, in another place, lays down the rea- 
| _ fon 
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fon again with an high and mighty aggravation, 
ſaying, 1 John v 10, He that believeth on the 
Son of God, hath the witneſs in himſelf : he that 
believeth not God, hath made him a liar, becauſe 
he believeth not the & D that God gave of | 
bis Son, The record, you will ſay, what is that? 
Why, even the teſtimony that God gave of him 
by the mouth of all the holy prophets ſince the | 
world began, Acts iii. 8. that is, God ſending 
his holy Spirit into the hearts cf his ſervants the 
prophets and apoſtles, he by his Spirit in them 
did bear witneſs or record to the truth of ſalva- 
tion by his Son Jeſus. both before and after his 


coming. And thus is that place alſo to be under - 


ſtood, which faith, There are three that bear re- 
cord in earth, the Spirit, the water, and the. 
blood. Thats, the Spirit in the apoltles which 
preached him to the world, as is clear, if you 
_ rea1ſeriouſly 1 Thefl. iv. 8. The apoſtle (peak. 
ing of Jeſus Chriſt, and obedience to God thro! 
him ſaith thus, Ve therefore that deſpijetb de - 
 ſpiſeth not man, but God, who «lſo hath given us 
of bis holy Spirit. This is therefore a mighty 
confirmation of this truth, that he that fl. hs 
the record or teſtimony that God by his Spirit in 
his prophets and apoſtles hath teſtiſied uno us, 
flights the teſtimony of the Spirit who moved them 
to ſpeak theſe things; and if fo then, I would. 
fain know how any can be ſaved by Jeſus Chriit, 


| bar flights the teſtimony concerniag Chriſt; yea, 


the teſtimony of his own Spirit concerning this 

of his. ſelf ? Tis true, men may pretend to have 

the teſtimony of che Spirit, and from that cenceit 
N 2 ſet 
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ſet a low eſteem on the holy ſcriptures; but that 


ſpirit that dwelleth in them, and teacheth them ſo y 
to do, i+ no better than the ſpirit of Satan, though I} . 
it calls itſelf by the name of the Spirit of Chriſt. y 
To the law therefore. and to the tefiimony. wy || © 
them by that, i/ they ſpeak not according tothis | x 

word. it is b:cauſe there is no light in them n 


The apoſt'e Peter, when he ſpeaks of the glo- [b. 
rions voice that he had from his excellent ma- 5 
jeſty, ſaying of Chriſt, This it my beloved Son, li. 


hear him ; faith thus to them whom he wrote les 
unto, You have alſo à more ſure word of prophecy, | m 

| (or of the prophers. for ſo you may read it) au- ar 
to which you do well that you lale heed. That is, is 
| though we tell you that we had that excellent | nm 
teſtimony from his own mouth, yet you have the | {c; 

' prophets: we tell you this, and you need not doubt f| by 
of the truth of it; but if you ſhould, yet you may | of 
not, muſt not, ought not to queſtion them; | fe! 
ſearch therefore unto them, until the day dawn, ye 
and the day- tar ariſe in your hearts : that is, I lie 
uatil by the ſame g pirit that gave forth the ſcrip= | bei 
tures, you find the truth confirmed in your fouls || an 
which you have recorded in the ſcriptures, that WO 


this word of prophecy, or of the prophers, is the 
ſcriptures Read on; for, ſaith he, Knowing 1 
this firſt, that no prophecy of the [criptures is of | no 
any private interpretation, &c. 2 Pet. 1. 18. "Jon 
| Bur you will ſay, what needs all this ado, and || for 
| © why is all this time and pains ſpent in ſpeaking | by 
| to this, that is ſurely believed already? This is I pu; 
a thing received by all, that they believe the || opt 
ſcriptures to be the word of God, that ſure _ do 
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iz of N and therefore you need not ſpend l 
your time in proving the truth of theſe things, 4, 
ſeeing we grant and confeſs the truth of it before 1 
you began to ſpeak youn judgment of them. 

Anu. The truth of God cannot be born wit- 
neſs unto too often; you may as well ſay, you need. 
not preach Jeſus Chriſt fo much, ſeeing be hath 
been, and is received for the true Meſſias already. 

2. Though many do ſuppoſe that they do be- 
eve the ſcriptures, yet if they were but well 
examined, you will find them either by word of 

mouth, or elſe by converſation, 10 deny, rejeR, 
and light the holy ſcriptures. Tis true, there 
is a notional, and hiſtorical aſſent in the head of 
many, or moſt, to the truth contained in the 
{criptures; but try them, I ſay. and you ſhall find 
but a little, if any of the faith of the operation 
of God in the hearts of poor men to believe the 

feriptures, and things contained in them: Many, 

yea; moſt men believe the ſcriptures as they be · 

| lieve-a fable, a ſtory, a tale of which there is no ©” 
certainty ; ; but, alas! there is but few do in deed. 

and in truth believe the ſcripture to be the very 
word of God. | 

O. But you will ſay, this fore ſtrange to me. 

_ Anfw. Anditſeems as true to me, and I doubt 
not but to make it manifeſt, that there are but 
few, yea, very few that do elfe ctually delieve the 

ſcriptures, andthe truths contained in, and ſpoken 
by them. But to make this appear, and that to 

| purpoſe, (if God wilt) I ſhall lay down the ſeveral 
operations that the ſcriptures have on them who 
do eva y believe the things contained in them. 
| N3 1. He 5 
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—— hath in the ſirſt place been killed, I fay, 
ruck ſtark dead, in a fpiritual ſenſe, by che holy 
ſeripture, being let home by that Spirit which 
gave them forth upon the foul. The letter hilleth, 
the letter (tr:k-s men dead, 2 Cor. iii. 6. And E; 
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this Paul witneſſed, and found be fore he could ſay, 


I believe all that the prophets have ſpoken, Where 


he ſaith, Ia alive without tbe law once; that 


is, in my natural ſtate, before the Jaw was ſet 


home on my heart with power; but when the com- 
mandment came, fin revived, and 1 died. And 


that law that was ordained to life, I feund to be 


ante death; for ſin taking eccaſion by the come | 
mandment, deceived me, and thereby flew me, 
Rom. vii. 9, 10. Now that which is called the / 
eletter in 2 Cor. iii. is called the lam in Rom. vii. 
which by its power and operation, as it is weild- 


ed by the Spirit of God, doth in the firſt place 


kill and flay all thoſe that are enabled to believe 
the ſcriptures. 1 #:/l, (faith God) that is, with 
my law I pierce, / wound, I prick men into the | _ 
very heart, by ſhewing them their ſins againſt the 


law, Deut. xxxii. 39. ARs ii. 36, 37. And he 


that is ignorant of this, is alſo ignorant of, ard 
doth not really believe the ſcripture. - 
But you will ſay, How doth the Jaw kill and : 
| ſtrike dead the poor creature? | 


Anſev. Firlt, the letter or law doth kill . 
It is ſet home upon the ſou), and diſcovers its 
tranſgreſſions againſt the law, and ſhews that it 
cannot completely ſatisfy the juſtice of God for 
the breach of the law, therefore it-is condemned, 


1 
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John iii. 18. He that believeth nol, is condemned 
already; that is, the law doth, yea, bath con- 
demned him already for his fos againſt it, as it 
is written, Curſed is every one that continueth not 

in all things that are auritten in be book of the lam, 
Jo do them, Gal. ili. 10. Now all men, as they came | 
into the world, are in this condition, condemned 
by the law: yet not beliexing their condemnation 
really, they do not believe the law that doth con- 
demn them; for as med have but a notion of 

their condemnation becauſe of ſin agaluſt the law, 
{o they have but a notion of the condemning, kil- 
ling power of the law; for as the one is, ſo in 
theſe things always is the other. There is no 
man that doth really believe the law or goſpel 
further than they feel the power and authority of 
them in their heart: Te err, not knowing the ſerip- 


tures, ner the power of God. Now this letter or 
Jaw is not to be taken in the largeſt ſenſe, but is 


ſtrictly to be tied to the ten commandments, whaſg 
proper work is only by ſhewing men their fin a- 
| gain the law to kill, and leave him ſtark dead, 
not giving bim the lealt life, ſupport, or comfort; 
but leaving the foul in an helpeſs and hopeleſs 
conditien, as from itſelf, or any other creature. 
Tis true, the law bath laid all men for dead 
as they come into the world; but all men do not 
ſee themſelves dead, until they fee the law that 
ſtruck them dead, ſtriking in their ſouls, and hav- 
| ing ſtruck them that fatal blow: as a man that is 
| fait aſleep, and the houſe on fire about his ears, 
knows it not, becauſe he is aſleep; even fo, be- 
cauſe poor ſouls are afleep in fa, tho” the wrath | 
| 1 Js | „ 
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man: even ſo, theſe that do ſee their ſtate by 
nature, being ſuch a ſad condition, do alſo ſee 
themſelves by that law to be dead men naturally. 
But now, when thou didft feel the power of this 
ficlt part of the ſcripture, the law is ſo mighty as 


to ſtrike thee dead? If not, thou doſt not ſo much 


as verily believe that part of ſcripture that doth 
contain the law in it to be the truth of God. Yet 
tf thou ſhouldſt have felt ſomething, I ſay, ſome- 


thing of the killing power of the Jaw of God in 
thine heart, this is not an argument to prove that 


thou believeſt all the things contained in {crip- 


of Cod, the curſe of the law, and the flames: of | 
hell have beſet them round about, yet they do |} 
not believe it. Now as he that is awakened and 
ſees this, ſees through this that he is a dead 


ture; for there is goſpel as well as law, and there- 


fore I ſhall ſpeak to that alſo. 


If thou haſt found the power of the goſpel, | 
and fo believed it, then thou halt found it thus 


with thy ſoul : 


I. Thou haſt been ſhewed by the . or truth | 


of the goipel, in the light of the Spirit of Chriſt, 


that by nature thou wert without the true faich 
of the Son of God in thy ſoul: for when he the 
Spirit is come, he ſhall ſhew men that they believe 
not in me, ſaith Chriſt, John xvi. 13, 14. Mark, 
tho' thou haſt, as 1 ſaid before, felt ſomewhat 
of the power of the law, letter, or ten command» 


ments, yet as thou halt not been broupht to ſee 


s by the Spirit in the goſpel, that thou art with- 
out faith by nature, thou Laſt not yet taſted, 


mach leſs believed jel of the goſpel; for the 
e = 
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and they that are under the law may be convinced 
dy it, and ſo believe the law or firſt covenant, 
and yet in the mean time be a ſtranger to the 
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goſpel and the law are two diſtinct covenants; 


” 


covenant of promiſe, that is the goſpel, and ſo io 


hae no hope in them, Eph. ii, 12. There is 


not any promiſe that can be ſaviogly believed, 


| until the ſoul be by the goſpel converted to Jeſus 
Chriſt, For though men do think never ſo much 
1 that they do believe the things, or the word of the. 
| goſpel of our falvation,yetuntilthey have the work 


of grace in their ſouls they do nor, cannot right- 


| ly believe the things contained in the ſcriptures. {| 


2. Again, as the law killeth thoſe that believe 
it, even ſo the promiſes contained in the goſpel, 


80 through faith adminiſter comfort to them that 
do believe it aright. My words (ſaith Chriſt) Þ 


they are ſpirit, they are life, John vi. 63. As if 


he had ſaid, The words contained in the law as 
a covenant of works, they wound, they kill, they 


firike dead thoſe that are under them; but as for 


me, the words that I ſpeak unto you, they are 
ſpirit, and they areliſe : that is, whoſoever doth 
receive them believingly, {hall find them full of 


operation to comfort, quicken, and revive the ſoul; 


for as I did not come into the world to ron 


mens lives, ſo the words that I ſpake (as I am ſent. 


© there are many poor fouls that think they believe 


to preach) they have no ſuch tendency unto thoſe 


that believe them. The promiſes that are in the 


goſpei, oh! how do they comfort them! ſuch a 
promiſe and ſuch 2 promiſe, O how ſweet is it! 
how comfortable to thoſe that believe them! Alas! 


the 


— 
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the iure do be the word of God, and yet 
they never enjoyed any thing of the life and pro 
miſes; they come in upon the heart to quicken, 
| to revive thee, to raiſe thee from the ſentence f 
death that is paſſed on thee by the law; and 
through the faith that is wrought in thy ſoul by 
the operation of God's holy Spirit (though once 


killed by the law or letter) thou art made alive in 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is preſented to thy 
foul in the promiſes. . 

3. Doſt thou ip deed and in truth believe the 
ſcriptures to be the word of God? Then the 
things contained in them, efpeciaily the things 
of the goſpel, are very excellent to thy ſoul; as 
the birth of Chriſt, the death, reſurrection, the 
ſecond coming, O how precious and excellent are 
they to thy foul, ioſomuch that thou regardeſt 
nothing in compariſon of them! O it is Chriſt's 
birth, death, blood, reſurrection, c. accord- 
ing to the ſcriptures, that thou deſt rejoice " 
ceedingly in, and abundantl) defire after : Man 
having not ſeen, ye love: in whom, though, noc. 


ye ſee him not, yet belieting, ye refoice with joy | 


ur/peatable, and full cf glory, Cor. Xv. 152,34 | 
5, 6. compared with. Phil. iii. 6, 7, 9. I 1 Pet. „ 
4. Doſt thou believe the ſcriptures to be the 
word of God ? Then thou ſtandeſi in awe of, and 
doſt much reverence them. Why, they are the 
word of God; the true ſayings of God; they are 


© the counſel of Gad; they are his promiſes an! 


/ threatnings. Poor ſouls are apt to think, if 1 
could hear God ſpeak to me from heaven with an 
audidle . then ſure I ſhould be {zrious, and 


delie ve 3 
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believe it; but truly, if God ſhould ſpeak to thee 


| from heaven, exce pt thou wert converted, thou 
wouldſt not regard or really believe him; but, 
if thou doſt believe the ſcriptures, thou ſeen that. 
hey are the truth, as really as if God ſhouid 
_ ſpeak to thee from heaven through the clouds; 
and therefore never flatter thyſelf fooliſhly think- | 
ing, that if it were ſo and fo, then thou couldſt 
C believe ; 1 tell thee, faith Chriſt, 27 they will. 
not believe Mcſes, and the prophets, neither will 
C they believe, thiugh one roſe from 192 dead. 

5. Bot, doſt thou believ\, the ſcriptures to be 
the word of God? Then thioogh faith in Chriſt 
thou endeavoureſt to have thy life {quared ace 
cording to the ſcriptures, both in word and prac- 


tiſe ; nay, I ſay, thou mayeſt have, though thou | 


do not believe them at all; my meaning is, that 


if you believe none but the ten commandments, {| 


thy life may be according to them, a legal holy 

bats and if thou doſt believe the goſpel too, 
en thy life will be the faith of our Lord Jeſus 
Crit that is, either thou wilt live in the bleſ- 


ſed epjoymeot of what is teſtified in the ſcripture 0 | 


concerning the glorious things of the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, cr elſe thou wilt be exceedirgly panting 4 


aſter them, For the ſcriptures carry ſuch a. 
bleſſed beauty in them, that they do take the 
heart, ard captivate the foul of him that believeth 


them, into the love of them, believing all t things b 


that are written in the law and the prophets, | 
and have hope towards God, that there ſhall be 

a teſurrection of the dead, both of the juſt andthe * 

unjuſt ; and kerein ds 1 exerciſe mylelf, to have 


&8 
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@ conſcience void of offence toward; Ged, and to - 
ward man, Acts xxiv. 14, 15. 25 
6. He that believeth he ſcriptures to be +? 
word of God, if he do bu ſuppoſe that any one 
place of ſcrip:ure doth exclude him, and ſhut : + 
him out from a ſhare of the promiſes contain - 
ed in them, O how it will trouble, grieve, and 
perplex him; yea he will not be ſaufied until 
he be reſolved, and the contrary fealed to his z 7 
ſoul; for he knows that the jcriptures are the 
word of God, all truth; and thciefore he knows 


that if any one jentence doth exchide and bar 


him out for want of this or the other qualifica- 
tion; he knows alſo, that not the werd alone 
hs him out, but he that ſpeaks it, even God 
himſelf; and therefore he cannot. will not, 
dare not be contented until he finds his {out and 
ſcripture together, (with the things contained 
therein) to embrace each other, and a ſweet core 
reſpondency and agreement between them, For 
you muſt know that to him that believes the ſcrip- _ : 


ture aright, the promiſes or threataings are of A 5 


more power to comfort or caſt down, than all the 
promiſes and threatnings of all the men in the 
world : and this was the cauſe why the martyrs 


of Jeſus did fo flight both the promiſes of the | 


. adverſaries, when they wouid have overcome 
them with proffering the great things of this world 
unto them, and alſo their threatning when they 
told them, they would rack them, "hang them, 
and burn them; Acts xx. 24. none of theſe 
things could prevail upon them, or againit them; 
becauſe they did d molt really belizve the ſcrip- 
rures, 


ts. * . 


; * 
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tures, and the tyings contained in them; as is 
5 , found, and to be ſeen in Heb. xi. And 


\- alfo Mr. Fox's records of the brethren, 


7. He that believeth the ſcrip ares to be the 
word of God, believeth that men maſt be born 
again, and alſo be pariakers of that faith that is 
dy the operation of God; (according as he hath 

read or believed, or e iſe he muſt or ſhall be 
damned) and he that believeth ths aright will 
not be contented until he do partake of ii, enjoy 
the new birth, and until he do find by grace, that 


faith which is wrought by the operation of God 


in his ſou]. For this is the auſe why men do 
ſatisfy themſelves with ſo ſlender a conceited hope 
that their ſtate is good, when it is not, namely, 
| becauſe they do not credit the icriptares ; for 
did they, they would look into their own hearts, 


and examine ſeriouſly whether that fa:th. that 


| hore, that grace, which they think they have, 
be of that nature, and wrought by that Spirit 


| and power which the ſcripture ſpeaketh of; 1 


ſpeak this of an effectual Helieving, without 
which all other 1; nothing unto ſalvation. No 
then, becauſe I would net be tedidus, I ſhail at 
this time lay down no more diſcoveries of iuch 


an ore as doth ſavingly believe the ſcriptures, | 


and the things contained in them, but ſhall ſpe. k 
a few words of examination —— the 


| things already mentioned. As, 


1. Thou fayeſt thou doſt in deed ard in truth 
effectually believe the ſcriptures ; I afk thee there- 
ſore, walt thou ever killed ſtark dead by the law 
of works contained in the e Killed 1 

| the 
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che law or letter, and made to ſee thy fins againſt 


it, and left in an helpleſs condition by the law? 
for as I ſaid, the proper work of the law is to 
flay the foul, and to leave it dead in a helpleſs 
_ Rate; for it deth neither give the ſou! any com- 
fort itſelf when it comes, nor doth it ſhew the 
foul where comfort is to be had; and therefore 
it is called the miniſti ation of condemnation, as 
in 2 Cor. iii. 9. The miniſtration of death, ver. 
7. For though men may have a notion of the 
bleſſed word of God, as the children had, yet 
before they be converted, it may rrialy be ſaid 
of them, Ye err, not knowing the ſcriptures, nor 
tb power of God, Mark xii. 24. : 
\ You fay you do believe the ſcriptures to be the 
word of God, I ſay, again examine, Wert thou 
ever quickened from a dead ſtate by the power 
of the Spirit of Chriſt through the other part of 
the ſcripture; that is to ſay, by the power of 


F. revealing Chriſt to, and in thee, as having wholiy 


_ Freed thee from thy fins by his molt precious 
blood? Which faith, if thou attain uoto, will fo 
work in thine heart, that ſirſt thou wilt ſee the 
nature of the law, and alſo the nature of the go- 
ſpel, and delight in the glory of it; and alſo 
thou wilt find an engaging of thine heart and 
ſou! to Jeſus Chriſt, even to giving up of the 
whole man unto him, to be ruled and governed. 


by him to his glory, and thy comfort, by the 
faith of the Lord Jeſus, | 5 


2 
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7. For though men may have a notion of the 


bleſſed word of God, as the children had, yet 


before they be converted, it may rrly be ſaid 


of them, Ye err, not knowing the ſcriptures, nor 
4 Fe power of Gd, Mark xii. 24. Es 
+ You ſay you go believe the ſcriptures to be the 


word of God, I ſay, again examine, Wert thou 


ever quickened from a dead ſtate by the power 
of the Spirit of Chriſt through the other part of 


the ſcripture; that is to ſay, by the power of 


1 


. ;nevealing Chriſt to, and in thee, as having wholly 
Freed thee from thy fins by his molt precious 
, blood? Which faith, if thou attain unto, will fo 


work in thine heart, that ſirſt thou wilt ſee the 


vature of the law, and alſo the nature of the go- 


ſpel, and delight io the glory of it; and alſo 


thou wilt find an engaging of thine heart and 
ſoul to Jeſus Chriſt, even to giving up of the 
Whole man unto him, to be ruled and governed 
by him to his glory, and thy comfort, by the 
faith of the Lord 8 
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19 i. and left ia an helpleſs condition by the law? . 
for as I ſaid, the proper work of the law is tog 
Day the ſoul, and to leave it dead in a helpleſs 27555 
tate; for it deth neither give the ſou! any com- 
Fore itſelf when it comes, nor doth it ſhew the 
” foul where comfort is to be had; and therefore 
: it is called the miniſti ation of Waden, as 
in 2 Cor. iii. 9. The miniſtration of death, ver. 


